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In  the  morning  of  the  gospel  day,  the  apostles  and  disci¬ 
ples  found  it  necessary  to  meet  together  for  the  consolation 
and  strength  one  of  another ;  when,  pursuant  to  the  nature 
and  design  of  the  gospel,  which  brings  peace  on  earth  and 
good  will  to  men,  a  care  arose  for  the  edification  of  the 
church;  and  that  all,  being  of  one  family,  might  be  of  one 
mind. 

And  as  it  hath  pleased  the  great  Head  of  the  church,  to 
gather  us  a  people  to  himself,  and  to  inspire  us  with  degrees 
of  the  same  universal  love  and  good  will,  by  which  was  ush¬ 
ered  in  the  dispensation  of  the  gospel,  we  are  engaged  not 
only  to  meet  together  for  the  worship  of  God,  but  also  for  the 
exercise  of  a  Christian  care  over  each  other,  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  all  in  unity  of  faith  and  practice,  answerable  to  the  de¬ 
scription  which  He,  the  ever-blessed  Shepherd,  gave  of  his 
flock,  “  by  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if 
ye  have  love  one  to  another.”  John  xiii.  35. 

For  this  important  end,  and  as  an  exterior  hedge  of  preser¬ 
vation  to  us,  against  the  many  temptations  and  dangers  to 
which  we  are  exposed,  the  following  Kules,  which  have  been 
occasionally  adopted  by  the  society,  now  form  our  code  of  Dis¬ 
cipline.  In  the  exercise  whereof,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  if 
any  member  be  found  in  a  conduct  subversive  of  its  order,  or 
repugnant  to  the  testimonies  with  which  we  believe  we  are 
entrusted  for  the  promotion  of  truth  and  righteousness,  it  be¬ 
comes  our  indispensable  duty  to  treat  with  such  in  Christian 
meekness  and  brotherly  compassion,  without  unnecessary  de- 
:  lay  or  improper  exposure  ;  according  to  the  direction  of  our 
Lord  to  his  church,  “  if  thy  brother  shall  trespass  against  thee, 
go  and  tell  him  his  fault,  between  thee  and  him  alone  :  if  he 
shall  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy  brother;  but  if  he  will  not 
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hear  thee,  then  take  with  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the 
mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  every  word  may  be  estab¬ 
lished.  And  if  he  shall  neglect  to  hear  them,  tell  it  unto  the 
church  ;  but  if  he  neglect  to  hear  the  church,  let  him  be  unto 
thee  as  an  heathen  man,  and  a  publican/’  Matthew,  xviii. 
15,  16,  17. 

This  is  the  extent  of  the  censure  of  the  Society  against  irre¬ 
claimable  offenders,  and  whilst  we  disown  them  from  being 
members  of  our  religious  community,  it  is  recommended  to  be 
done  in  such  a  disposition  of  mind  as  may  convince  them,  that 
we  sincerely  desire  their  recovery  and  restoration.  From  the 
right  exercise  hereof,  we  believe  no  degree  of  persecution  or 
imposition  can  be  justly  inferred ;  for  the  imposition  rests  on 
the  part  of  those  who  (as  has  sometimes  happened)  insist  on 
being  retained  as  members,  whilst  at  open  variance  with  our 
religious  body,  either  in  principle  or  practice. 

For  the  more  regular  and  effectual  support  of  the  order  of 
the  Society,  it  will  be  observed,  that  besides  the  usual  meet¬ 
ings  for  the  purpose  of  divine  worship,  others  for  the  exercise 
of  our  Discipline  are  instituted,  subordinate  to  each  other;  all 
of  which  are  either  immediately  or  remotely  accountable  to 
the  Yearly  Meeting.  These  meetings  have  distinct  allotments 
of  service,  and  experience  has  abundantly  shown,  that  when 
this  service  is  attended  to  in  uprightness  and  dedication  of 
heart,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  honor  of  our  holy  Head,  and 
the  benefit  and  edification  one  of  another,  in  the  love  where¬ 
with  He  hath  loved  us,  our  assemblies  are  favored  with  His  aid 
and  direction. 

Although  this  code  of  Discipline  is  printed  for  the  use  of  our 
own  Society,  yet  should  it  meet  the  public  eye,  it  is  not  doubted 
but  the  serious  and  candid  reader  will  observe,  throughout  the 
whole,  the  earnest  endeavors  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  the 
promotion  of  virtue  and  religion. 

And  whilst  we  earnestly  recommend  this  work  to  the  notice 
and  regard  of  Friends,  we  are  not  without  a  clear  prospect  that 
an  acquaintance  with  the  letter  of  our  Discipline,  will  be  in¬ 
sufficient  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  unless,  in  the  exercise 
thereof,  we  are  careful  to  move  and  act  under  the  immediate 
influence  of  the  spirit  of  Christ,  in  the  pure  love  of  the  gospel. 

May  we  therefore,  in  our  meetings  for  the  exercise  of  the 
Discipline,  humbly  seek  to  be  clothed  with  the  spirit  of  wis¬ 
dom  and  charity  ;  this  will  divest  the  mind  of  a  dependence  on 
on  our  own  strength  and  abilities,  endue  us  with  patience  and 
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condescension  towards  each  other,  and  being  preserved  in  fel¬ 
lowship  agreeably  to  the  declaration  of  our  Lord,  “  One  is 
your  Master,  even  Christ,  and  all  ye  are  brethren,”  a  qualifi¬ 
cation  will  be  experienced  in  our  several  stations  and  move¬ 
ments  to  build  up  one  another  in  that  faith  which  works  by 
love,  to  the  purifying  of  the  heart. 

Nor  can  we  conclude,  without  desiring  in  an  especial  man¬ 
ner,  that  our  youth,  of  the  present  and  succeeding  generations, 
may  be  early  and  fully  instructed  in  our  religious  principles, 
and  in  the  nature  and  design  of  our  Christian  Discipline  ;  and 
through  divine  assistance  be  enabled  to  adorn  our  holy  pro¬ 
fession  by  a  conversation  and  conduct  consistent  with  godli¬ 
ness  and  honesty  ;  thereby  avoiding  the  reproach  which  many, 
through  a  defection  in  principle,  or  a  degeneracy  in  practice, 
have  brought,  both  upon  themselves  and  the  religious  body  of 
which  they  profess  to  be  members. 
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CONTAINING 


^durations  of  fjwr  Christian:  Jfittljj. 


Extract  from  George  Fox's  epistle  to  the  Governor  of  Barhadoes , 

1671. 

We  own  and  believe  in  God,  the  only  wise,  omnipotent,  and 
everlasting  God,  the  Creator  of  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth, 
and  the  Preserver  of  all  that  he  hath  made  ;  who  is  God  over 
all,  blessed  for  ever ;  to  whom  be  all  honor,  glory,  dominion, 
praise  and  thanksgiving,  both  now  and  for  evermore !  And 
we  own  and  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  his  beloved  and  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son,  in  whom  he  is  well  pleased ;  who  was  conceived 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  born  of  the  virgin  Mary  ;  in  whom  we 
have  redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of 
sins ;  who  is  the  express  image  of  the  invisible  God,  the  first¬ 
born  of  every  creature,  by  whom  were  all  things  created  that 
are  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they 
be  thrones,  dominions,  principalities,  or  powers ;  all  things 
were  created  by  him.  And  we  own  and  believe  that  he  was 
made  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  who  knew  no  sin,  neither  was  guile 
found  in  his  mouth  ;  that  he  was  crucified  for  us  in  the  flesh, 
without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  ;  and  that  he  was  buried,  and 
rose  again  the  third  day  by  the  power  of  his  Father,  for  our 
justification ;  and  that  he  ascended  up  into  heaven,  and  now 
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sittetli  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  This  Jesus,  who  was  the  j ,j 
foundation  of  the  holy  prophets  and  apostles,  is  our  founda-  l 
tion ;  and  we  believe  there  is  no  other  foundation  to  be  laid  l 
but  that  which  is  laid,  even  Christ  Jesus  ;  who  tasted  death  j  J 
for  every  man,  shed  his  blood  for  all  men,  is  the  propitiation  s 
for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  ti 
whole  world  :  according  as  John  the  Baptist  testified  of  him,  i  g 
when  he  said,  “Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketli  away  i 
the  sins  of  the  world,”  John,  i.  29.  We  believe  that  he  alone  it 
is  our  Redeemer  and  Savior,  the  captain  of  our  salvation,  1 
who  saves  us  from  sin,  as  well  as  from  hell  and  the  wrath  to  p: 
come,  and  destroys  the  devil  and  his  works  ;  he  is  the  Seed  of  p 
the  woman  that  bruises  the  serpent’s  head,  to  wit,  Christ  Je-  L 
sus,  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  First  and  the  Last.  He  is  (as 
the  Scriptures  of  truth  say  of  him)  our  wisdom,  righteousness,  I 
justification,  and  redemption  ;  neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  i 
other,  for  there  is  no  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  I 
men,  whereby  we  may  be  saved.  He  alone  is  the  Shepherd  it 
and  Bishop  of  our  souls  :  he  is  our  Prophet,  whom  Moses  long  C 
since  testified  of,  saying,  “  A  Prophet  shall  the  Lord  your  a 
God  raise  up  unto  you  of  your  brethren,  like  unto  me  ;  him  G 
shall  ye  hear  in  all  things  whatsoever  he  shall  say  unto  you  :  i 
and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  every  soul  which  will  not  hear  “ 
that  prophet  shall  be  destroyed  from  among  the  people.” 
Acts,  ii.  22,  23.  He  is  now  come  in  Spirit,  “and  hath  given 
us  an  understanding,  that  we  may  know  him  that  is  true.”  | 
He  rules  in  our  hearts  by  his  law  of  love  and  life,  and  makes 
us  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.  We  have  no  life,  but 
by  him ;  for  he  is  the  quickening  Spirit,  the  second  Adam, 
the  Lord  from  heaven,  by  whose  blood  we  are  cleansed,  and  1 
our  consciences  sprinkled  from  dead  works,  to  serve  the  living  1 
God.  He  is  our  Mediator,  who  makes  peace  and  reconcilia-  1 
tion  between  God  offended  and  us  offending;  he  being  the 
Oath  of  God,  the  new  covenant  of  light,  life,  grace,  and  peace ;  5 
the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith.  This  Lord  Jesus  Christ,*  ( 
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the  heavenly  man,  the  Emmanuel,  God  with  us,  we  all  own  and 
believe  in ;  he  whom  the  high-priest  raged  against  and  said, 
he  had  spoken  blasphemy  ;  whom  the  priests  and  elders  of  the 
Jews  took  counsel  together  against,  and  put  to  death;  the 
same  whom  Judas  betrayed  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  which 
the  priests  gave  him  as  a  reward  for  his  treason ;  who  also 
gave  large  money  to  the  soldiers  to  broach  a  horrible  lie, 
namely,  “  That  his  disciples  came  and  stole  him  away  by  night 
whilst  they  slept.”  After  'he  was  risen  from  the  dead,  the 
history  of  the  acts  of  the  apostles  sets  forth  how  the  chief 
priests  and  elders  persecuted  the  disciples  of  this  Jesus,  for 
preaching  Christ  and  his  resurrection.  This,  we  say,  is  that 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whom  we  own  to  be  our  life  and  salvation. 

Concerning  the  Holy  Scriptures,  we  believe  they  were  given 
forth  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  through  the  holy  men  of  God, 
who,  as  the  Scripture  itself  declares,  2  Pet.  i.  21,  spake  as 
they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  We  believe  they  are 
to  be  read,  believed,  and  fulfilled  (he  that  fulfils  them  is 
Christ ;)  and  they  are  “profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of 
God  maybe  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works,” 
2  Tim.  iii.  16,  17 ;  and  are  able  to  make  wise  unto  salvation, 
“through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.” 


Extracts  from  a  Statement  of  Christian  Doctrine ,  issued  on  behalf 
of  the  Society ,  in  the  year  1693. 

We  sincerely  profess  faith  in  God  by  bis  only  begotten  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  as  being  our  light  and  life,  our  only  way  to  the 
Father,  and  also  our  only  Mediator  and  Advocate  with  the 
Father. 

That  God  created  all  things,  he  made  the  worlds,  by  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ,  he  being  that  powerful  and  living  Word  of 
God,  by  whom  all  things  were  made;  and  that  the  Father, 
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the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  are  one,  in  divine  being  insep¬ 
arable  ;  one  true,  living,  and  eternal  God,  blessed  for  ever. 

Yet  that  this  Word,  or  Son  of  God,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  j 
took  place,  became  perfect  man  according  to  the  flesh,  de- ; 
scended  and  came  of  the  seed  of  Abraham  and  David;  but! 
was  miraculously  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  born  of ; 
the  virgin  Mary  :  and  also,  farther,  declared  powerfully  to  be  i 
the  Son  of  God,  according  to  the  spirit  of  sanctification,  by  the  j 
resurrection  from  the  dead. 

That  in  the  Word  (or  Son  of  God)  was  life,  and  the  same  t 
life  was  the  light  of  men ;  and  that  he  was  that  true  light , 
which  enlightens  every  man  coming  into  the  world ;  and 
therefore  that  men  are  to  believe  in  the  light,  that  they  may 
become  the  children  of  the  light ;  hereby  we  believe  in  Christ 
the  Son  of  God,  as  he  is  the  light  and  life  within  us ;  and 
wherein  we  must  needs  have  sincere  respect  and  honor  to  (and 
belief  in)  Christ,  as  in  his  own  unapproachable  and  incompre¬ 
hensible  glory  and  fullness ;  as  he  is  the  fountain  of  life  and 
light,  and  giver  thereof  unto  us  ;  Christ,  as  in  himself,  and  as 
in  us,  being  not  divided.  And  that  as  man,  Christ  died  for 
our  sins,  rose  again,  and  was  received  up  into  glory,  in  the 
heavens.  He  having,  in  his  dying  for  all,  been  that  one  great 
universal  offering  and  sacrifice  for  peace,  atonement  and  rec¬ 
onciliation  between  God  and  man ;  and  he  is  the  propitiation 
not  for  our  sins  only,  but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  We 
were  reconciled  by  his  death,  but  saved  by  his  life. 

That  Jesus  Christ,  who  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  the  Majesty  in  the  heavens,  yet  is  he  our  King,  High 
Priest,  and  Prophet ;  in  his  church,  a  Minister  of  the  sanctu¬ 
ary,  and  of  the  true  tabernacle  which  the  Lord  pitched,  and 
not  man.  He  is  Intercessor  and  Advocate  with  the  Father 
in  heaven,  and  there  appearing  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us, 
being  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  sufferings, 
and  sorrows.  And  also  by  his  spirit  in  our  hearts,  he  mak- 
eth  intercession  according  to  the  will  of  God,  crying  Abba, 
Father. 
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That  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  should  be  preached  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  being  one  in 
power,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  and  indivisible,  (or  not  to  be 
divided,)  in  the  great  work  of  man’s  salvation. 

We  sincerely  confess  (and  believe  in)  Jesus  Christ,  both  as 
he  is  true  God,  and  perfect  man,  and  that  he  is  the  author  of 
our  living  faith  in  the  power  and  goodness  of  God,  as  mani¬ 
fested  in  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  his  own  blessed  Spirit 
(or  divine  unction)  revealed  in  us,  whereby  we  inwardly  feel 
and  taste  of  his  goodness,  life,  and  virtue  ;  so  as  our  souls  live 
and  prosper  by  and  in  him  :  and  the  inward  sense  of  this  di¬ 
vine  power  of  Christ,  and  faith  in  the  same,  and  the  inward 
experience,  are  absolutely  necessary  to  make  a  true,  sincere, 
and  perfect  Christian  in  spirit  and  life. 

That  divine  honor  and  worship  is  due  to  the  Son  of  God ; 
and  that  he  is,  in  true  faith  to  be  prayed  unto,  and  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  called  upon  (as  the  primitive  Chris¬ 
tians  did,)  because  of  the  glorious  union  or  oneness  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  the  Son,  and  that  we  cannot  acceptably  offer  up 
prayers  and  praises  to  God,  nor  receive  a  gracious  answer  or 
blessing  from  God,  but  in  and  through  his  dear  Son  Christ. 

That  Christ’s  bodv  that  was  crucified  was  not  the  Godhead, 
yet  by  the  power  of  God  was  raised  from  the  dead ;  and  that 
the  same  Christ  that  was  therein  crucified,  ascended  into 
heaven  and  glory,  is  not  questioned  by  us.  His  flesh  saw  no 
corruption,  it  did  not  corrupt,  but  yet  doubtless  his  body  was 
changed  into  a  more  glorious  and  heavenly  condition  than  it 
was  in  when  subject  to  divers  sufferings  on  earth  ;  but  how 
and  what  manner  of  change  it  met  withal  after  it  was  raised 
from  the  dead,  so  as  to  become  such  a  glorious  body,  (as  it  is 
declared  to  be,)  is  too  wonderful  for  mortals  to  conceive,  ap¬ 
prehend,  or  pry  into  (and  more  meet  for  angels  to  see  ;)  the 
Scripture  is  silent  therein,  as  to  the  manner  thereof,  and 
we  are  not  curious  to  inquire  or  dispute  it ;  nor  do  we  esteem 
it  necessary  to  make  ourselves  wise  above  what  is  written,  as 


18 


DECLARATIONS  OF  FAITH. 


to  the  manner  or  condition  of  Christ’s  glorious  body,  as  in  j 
heaven  ;  no  more  than  to  inquire  how  Christ  appeared  in  di¬ 
vers  manners  or  forms  ;  or  how  he  came  in  among  his  disci-  j 
pies,  the  doors  being  shut ;  or  how  he  vanished  out  of  their 
sight,  after  he  was  risen.  However,  we  have  cause  to  believe  j 
his  body,  as  in  heaven,  is  changed  into  a  most  glorious  condi¬ 
tion,  far  transcending  what  it  was  in  on  earth,  otherwise  how  : 
should  our  low  body  be  changed,  so  as  to  be  made  like  unto 
his  glorious  body  ;  for  when  he  was  on  earth,  and  attended  ; 
with  sufferings,  he  was  said  to  be  like  unto  us  in  all  things, 
sin  only  excepted  ;  which  may  not  be  so  said  of  him  as  now  in  > 
a  state  of  glory,  as  he  prayed  for;  otherwise  where  would  be  j 
the  change  both  in  him  and  in  us.  j 

Concerning  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  the  great  day 
of  judgment  yet  to  come,  beyond  the  grave,  or  after  death, 
and  Christ’s  coming  without  us,  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  I 
dead :  (as  divers  questions  are  put  in  such  terms,)  what  the  ! 
Holy  Scriptures  plainly  declare  and  testify  in  these  matters,  i 
we  have  been  always  ready  to  embrace. 

1.  For  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection;  if,  in  this  life  only,  j 
we  have  hope  in  Christ,  we  are  of  all  men  most  miserable,  1 
Cor.  xv.  19.  We  sincerely  believe  not  only  a  resurrection  in 
Christ  from  the  fallen  sinful  state  here,  but  a  rising  and  as¬ 
cending  into  glory  with  him  hereafter ;  that  when  he  at  last 
appears,  we  may  appear  with  him  in  glory.  Col.  iii.  4;  1 
John  iii.  2. 

But  that  all  the  wicked  who  live  in  rebellion  against  the 
light  of  grace,  and  die  finally  impenitent,  shall  come  forth  to 
the  resurrection  of  condemnation. 

And  that  the  soul  or  spirit  of  every  man  and  woman  shall 
be  reserved  in  its  own  distinct  and  proper  being,  and  every 
seed  (yea  every  soul)  shall  have  its  proper  body,  as  God  is 
pleased  to  give  it,  1  Cor.  xv.  A  natural  body  is  sown,  a  spi- 
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ritual  body  is  raised  ;  that  being  first  which  is  natural,  and  af¬ 
terward  that  which  is  spiritual.  And  though  it  is  said,  this 
corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  shall  put 
on  immortality ;  the  change  shall  be  such  as  flesh  and  blood 
cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  neither  doth  corruption  in¬ 
herit  incorruption,  1  Cor.  xv.  We  shall  be  raised  out  of  all 
corruption  and  corruptibility,  out  of  all  mortality ;  and  the 
children  of  God  and  of  the  resurrection,  shall  be  equal  to  the 
angels  of  God  in  heaven.  And  as  the  celestial  bodies  do  far 
excel  terrestrial,  so  we  expect  our  spiritual  bodies  in  the  resur¬ 
rection  shall  far  excel  what  our  bodies  now  are.  Howbeit  we 
esteem  it  very  unnecessary  to  dispute  or  question  how  the 
dead  are  raised,  or  with  what  body  they  come  :  but  rather 
submit  that  to  the  wisdom  and  pleasure  of  Almighty  God. 

2.  For  the  doctrine  of  eternal  judgment ;  God  hath  commit¬ 
ted  all  judgment  unto  his  Son  Jesus  Christ ;  and  he  is  Judge 
both  of  quick  and  dead,  and  of  the  states  and  ends  of  all  man¬ 
kind,  John,  v.  22,  27 ;  Acts,  x.  42  ;  2  Timothy,  iv.  1 ;  1  Peter, 
iv.  5. 

That  there  shall  be  hereafter  a  great  harvest,  which  is  the 
end  of  the  world,  a  great  day  of  judgment,  and  the  judgment 
of  that  great  day,  the  Holy  Scripture  is  clear.  Matt.  xiii.  39, 
40,  41  ;  ch,  x.  15,  and  xi.  24  ;  Jude,  6.  “When  the  Son  of 
Man  cometh  in  his  glory,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him, 
then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and  before  him 
shall  be  gathered  all  nations,  &c.  Matt.  xxv.  31,  32,  to  the 
end,  compared  with  ch.  xxii.  31  ;  Mark,  viii.  38;  Luke.  ix. 
26,  and  1  Cor.  xv.  52 ;  2  Thes.  i.  7,  8,  to  the  end,  and  1  Thes. 
iv.  16  ;  Rev.  xx.  12,  13,  14,  15. 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Yearly  Meeting ,  1829. 

We  feel  ourselves  called  upon,  at  this  time,  to  avow  our  be- 
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lief  in  the  inspiration  and  divine  authority  of  the  Old  and  New  j 
Testament. 

We  further  believe,  that  the  promise  made  after  the  trans¬ 
gression  of  our  first  parents,  in  the  consequence  of  whose  fall 
all  the  posterity  of  Adam  are  involved,  that  the  seed  of  the . 
woman  shall  bruise  the  head  of  the  serpent ;  and  the  declara¬ 
tion  unto  Abraham,  “In  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  . 
earth  be  blessed,”  had  a  direct  reference  to  the  coming  in  the 
fiesli  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  To  Him,  also,  did  the  prophet 
Isaiah  bear  testimony,  when  he  declared,  “Unto  us  a  child  is  , 
born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given :  and  the  government  shall  be  jj 
upon  his  shoulder  :  and  his  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  , 
Counsellor,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince 
of  Peace :  of  the  increase  of  his  government  and  peace  there  , 
shall  be  no  end.”  And  again,  the  same  prophet  spoke  of  him  « 
when  he  said,  “  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried 
our  sorrows  :  yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken,  smitten  of  God 
and  afflicted  ;  but  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he  < 
was  bruised  for  our  iniquities  :  the  chastisement  of  our  peace 
was  upon  him ;  and  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed.”  The 
same  blessed  Redeemer  is  emphatically  denominated  by  the  ■ 
prophet  Jeremiah,  “  The  Lord  our  Righteousness.” 

At  that  period,  and  in  that  miraculous  manner,  which  God  ; 
in  his  perfect  wisdom  saw  fit,  the  promised  Messiah  appeared  J 
personally  upon  earth,  when  “He  took  not  on  him  the  nature 
of  angels ;  but  he  took  on  him  the  seed  of  Abraham.”  He 
“  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.”  , 
Having  finished  the  work  which  was  given  him  to  do,  he  gave  j 
himself  for  us  an  offering  and  a  sacrifice  to  God.  He  tasted  ! 
death  for  every  man.  “  He  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins  : 
and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of. the  whole  world.”  : 
“We  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  forgive¬ 
ness  of  sins.”  He  passed  into  the  lieavpns ;  and  being  the 
brightness  of  the  glory  of  God,  “  and  the  express  image  of  his 
person,  and  upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power. 
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when  he  had  by  himself  purged  our  sins,  sat  down  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high ;”  and  ever  liveth  to  make  inter¬ 
cession  for  us. 

It  is  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  the  world  will  be  judged 
in  righteousness.  He  is  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant ; 
“the  image  of  the  invisible  God,  the  firstborn  of  every  crea¬ 
ture  :  for  by  him  were  all  things  created,  that  are  in  heaven, 
and  that  are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be 
thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers :  all  things 
were  created  by  him,  and  for  him :  and  he  is  before  all  things, 
and  by  him  all  things  consist.”  “  In  him  dwelleth  all  the  full¬ 
ness  of  the  Godhead  bodily  ,”  and  to  him  did  the  Evangelist 
bear  testimony  when  he  said,  “  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word, 
and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God.  The 
same  was  in  the  beginning  with  God.  All  things  were  made 
by  him ;  and  without  him  was  not  anything  made  that  was 
made.  In  him  was  life  ;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men.” 
He  “was  the  true  light,  which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh 
into  the  world.” 

Our  blessed  Lord  himself  spoke  of  his  perpetual  dominion 
and  power  in  his  church,  when  he  said,  “My  sheep  hear  my 
voice,  and  I  know  them,  and  they  follow  me  ;  and  I  give  unto 
them  eternal  life  and,  when  describing  the  spiritual  food 
which  he  bestowed  on  the  true  believers,  he  declared,  “I  am 
the  bread  of  life  :  he  that  cometh  to  me  shall  never  hunger, 
and  he  that  believeth  on  me  shall  never  thirst.”  He  spoke 
also  of  his  saving  grace,  bestowed  on  those  who  come  in  faith 
unto  him,  when  he  said,  “Whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water 
that  I  shall  give  him  shall  never  thirst ;  but  the  water  that  I 
shall  give  him  shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water,  springing  up 
into  everlasting  life.” 

Our  religious  society,  from  its  earliest  establishment  to  the 
present  day,  has  received  these  most  important  doctrines  of 
Holy  Scripture  in  their  plain  and  obvious  acceptation ;  and  it 
is  the  earnest  desire  of  this  meeting,  that  all  who  profess  our 
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name,  may  so  live,  and  so  walk  before  God,  as  that  they  may 
know  these  sacred  truths  to  be  blessed  to  them  individually. 
We  desire  that,  as  the  mere  profession  of  sound  Christian  doc-i 
trine  will  not  avail  to  the  salvation  of  the  soul,  all  may  attain! 
to  a  living  efficacious  faith,  which,  through  the  power  of  the' 
Holy  Ghost,  bringetli  forth  fruit  unto  holiness  ;  the  end  whereof  J 
is  everlasting  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  “Blessing, 
and  honor,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him  that  sitteth 
upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.” 


Extract  from  the  epistle  of  the  Yearly  Meeting ,  1 830. 

Dear  friends,  we  are  again  made  sensible  that  we  cannot 
meditate  on  a  subject  more  fraught  with  instruction  and  com¬ 
fort,  than  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  flesh,  and  the: 
many  blessings  which  through  him  have  been  conferred  on 
the  human  race, — the  coming  of  Him,  who,  being  born  of  a 
virgin,  “  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men  :”  “  who,  being  in 
the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God 
but  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  form 
of  a  servant.”  He  “was  delivered  for  our  offences,  and  was 
raised  again  for  our  justification.”  He  ascended  on  high,  lie 
led  captivity  captive,  he  received  gifts  for  men,  yea,  for  the 
rebellious  also,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  them. 
He  “sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God,”  making  intercession 
for  us.  He  “  is  made  unto  us  of  God,  wisdom  and  righteous¬ 
ness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption;”  and  unto  him  we^ 
must  look  as  our  Mediator  and  Advocate  with  the  Father.] 
He  emphatically  describes  himself  as  “the  good  Shepherd.” 
He  is  our  Lawgiver ;  and  solemn  indeed  is  the  declaration, 
that  we  must  all  appear  before  his  judgment  seat,  to  receive 
our  reward,  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  whether 
they  be  good  or  bad. 

We  feel  that  it  is  not  a  light  matter  thus  to  advert  again  to 
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the  various  offices  of  the  Son  and  sent  of  the  Father;  and 
we  beseech  all  whom  we  are  addressing,  to  contemplate  these 
solemn  truths  with  due  reverence  ;  yet  frequently  to  meditate 
thereon,  seeking  for  the  assistance  of  the  grace  of  God  to  di¬ 
rect  their  understandings  aright.  As  this  is  done  writh  hum¬ 
ble  and  believing  hearts,  the  conviction  will  increase,  and  ul¬ 
timately  become  settled,  that  it  is  a  great  mercy  to  know  indi¬ 
vidually  that  we  have  not  a  High  Priest  who  cannot  be 
touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  but  who  was  in  all 
points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin. 

But,  blessed  be  God,  he  has  not  only  provided  the  means  of 
reconciliation  unto  himself,  through  the  sacrifice  of  Christ ;  he 
hath  also,  through  £the  same  compassionate  Savior,  granted 
unto  us  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  By  this,  the  patriarchs, 
and  the  holy  men  of  old  who  lived  under  the  law,  walked  ac¬ 
ceptably  before  God.  Its  more  plenteous  effusion,  and  its 
powerful  and  life-giving  effects,  were  distinctly  foretold  by  the 
ancient  prophets.  Christ  himself  declared,  that  it  was  expe¬ 
dient  that  he  should  go  away,  that  he  might  send  the  Com¬ 
forter,  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  who  should  guide  into  all  truth ;  in 
allusion  to  whose  coming  he  also  said,  “  I  will  not  leave  you 
comfortless,  I  will  come  to  you.”  To  be  guided  by  his  Spirit 
is  the  practical  application  of  the  Christian  religion.  It  is  the 
light  of  Christ  which  enlightens  the  darkness  of  the  heart  of 
man ;  and,  by  following  this  light,  we  are  enabled  to  enjoy 
and  maintain  communion  with  him.  The  children  of  God  are 
led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  this  is  the  appointed  means  of 
bringing  us  into  that  state  of  “holiness,  without  which  no 
man  shall  see  the  Lord.”  It  is  not  a  doctrine  of  mysticism, 
but  one  of  practical  piety.  The  great  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
we  firmly  believe  to  be,  to  convince  of  sin,  to  bring  the  soul 
to  a  state  of  deep  and  sincere  repentance,  and  to  effect  the 
work  of  sanctification.  A  holy  and  constant  watchfulness  is 
required,  to  preserve  the  mind  alive  to  the  guidance  of  this 
divine  Teacher ;  who,  if  diligently  sought  after  and  waited  for, 
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will  be  found  to  be  a  swift  witness  for  God  in  the  soul,  pro¬ 
ducing  that  tenderness  of  spirit,  and  that  quickness  of  under¬ 
standing  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  are  essential  to  our 
growth  in  grace. 

It  is  through  Him  whom  God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a  propi¬ 
tiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  that  we  obtain  pardon  for 
sin ;  and  it  is  through  the  power  of  his  Spirit  working  mightily ' 
in  us,  that  we  come  eventually  to  experience  freedom  from 
sin.  I 
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SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS,  OF  INDIANA  YEARLY  MEETING. 


APPEALS. 

Whilst  the  Yearly  Meeting,  in  granting  the  liberty 
pf  an  appeal,  considers  it  as  a  precious  privilege,  it 
s  affectionately  desired  that  all  may  be  careful  how 
Ley  encourage  persons  of  improper  dispositions  to 
:rouble  superior  meetings  therewith. 

If  any  be  dissatisfied  with,  or  think  themselves  ag¬ 
grieved  by  the  judgment  of  a  Monthly  meeting,  they 
nay,  after  a  copy  of  the  testimony  of  disownment  is 
pffered  to  them,  notify  the  first  or  second  Monthly  meet- 
ng  following,  (but  no  other)  of  their  intention  of  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  ensuing  Quarterly  meeting,  which  noti- 
ication,  the  Monthly  meeting  should  enter  on  its  min- 
ites,  and  appoint  four  or  more  Friends,  to  attend  the 
Quarterly  meeting,  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
•eiative  to  the  case,  signed  by  the  clerk,  to  show  the 
•easons  whereon  that  judgment  was  founded.  The 
Quarterly  meeting  is  then  to  refer  the  same  to  a  solid 
;ommittee  of  Friends,  noticing  the  propriety  of  any 
objection  made  by  the  appellant  against  persons  thus 
lominated,  (omitting  those  of  the  Monthly  meeting 
rom  which  the  appeal  comes,)  and  to  confirm  or  re- 
rerse  the  said  judgment,  as  on  impartial  examination, 
hall  appear  to  be  right. 

When  the  Quarterly  meeting’s,  committee  report 
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their  judgment,  and  the  meeting  is  satisfied  therewith, 
then  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  inform  the 
appellant  of  the  meeting’s  decision  in  the  case.  The 
committee  should  give  him  the  information  as  soon 
after  the  Quarter  as  is  practicable,  and  report  to 
next  meeting  ;  and  if  the  appellant  is  dissatisfied  with 
the  meeting’s  decision,  he  may  notify  the  first  or  second 
Quarterly  meeting  after  he  receives  such  information, 
of  his  further  intention  of  appealing  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  but  not  afterwards.  The  said  Quarterly, 
meeting,  after  recording  such  notification,  is  in  like 
manner  to  appoint  at  least  three  Friends,  to  attend  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  with  copies  of  the  records  of  both 
Monthly  and  Quarterly  meetings  in  the  case,  signed  by 
their  clerks  ;  here  it  is  to  be  finally  determined,  and  a 
copy  of  the  determination  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Quar¬ 
terly  meeting  from  which  the  appeal  came.  Notices 
of  appeals  are  to  be  forwarded  from  subordinate  to 
superior  meetings,  in  the  regular  reports  of  such  meet¬ 


ings. 


All  committees  in  cases  of  appeals  should  make 
uiitten  report,  and  state  therein  the  ground  upon 
which  their  judgment  is  founded. 

In  all  cases  of  appeal,  in  which  a  female  is  an  ap¬ 
pellant,  the  notice  should  be  first  given  to  the  women’s 
meeting,  and  by  them  forwarded  to  the  men’s,  and  the 
business  afterwards  conducted  by  joint  committees  oh 
men  and  women  Friends ;  the  report  of  which  united 
committee,  is  to  be  made  to  each  meeting,  and  the 
women’s  meeting,  having  considered  the  same,  are  to 
convey  their  sense  thereon  to  the  men’s  meeting,  where' 
the  subject  should  be  considered  and  finally  settled 
but  when  the  proceedings  of  a  subordinate  meeting! 
are  nullified  in  consequence  of  irregular  proceeding^ 
,s.  ,  feting,  or  the  overseers  should  resume  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  offence,  if  it  be  such  ns  to  require  it 
and  proceed  therein,  according  to  gospel  order. 
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ARBITRATIONS. 

When  differences  arise  between  our  members  in  re¬ 
gard  to  their  property,  they  are  to  proceed  in  the  Fol¬ 
lowing  manner: 

The  party  who  thinks  him  or  herselF  aggrieved, 
should  in  the  iirst  place,  calmly  and  kindly,  request 
the  other  to  comply  with  the  demand  ,  and,  if  this 
be  disputed,  the  complainant,  or  if  residing  at  too 
great  a  distance,  some  Friend  whom  he  or  she  may 
authorize,  should  take  with  him  one  or  two  of  the 
overseers,  or  other  discreet  Friends,  and  in  their  pres¬ 
ence  repeat  the  demand. 

If  this  step  also  fail  of  the  desired  effect,  the  parties 
should  be  advised  to  choose  a  suitable  number  of  Friends 
as  arbitrators,  and  mutually  engage,  by  bond,  or  other 
written  instrument  adapted  to  the  occasion,  to  abide 
by  their  determination. 

Should  this  proposal  be  acceded  to,  and  arbitrators 
accordingly  chosen  ;  they  ought,  as  speedily  as  circum¬ 
stances  will  admit,  to  appoint  a  time  and  place,  and 
attend  to  the  business  without  unnecessary  delay; 
giving  the  parties  a  fair  and  lull  hearing,  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  each  other,  but  listening  to  neither  of  them 
apart,  nor  suffering  their  own  sentiments  to  be  known 
abroad,  till  they  have  fully  digested  the  subject,  and 
come  to  a  clear  decision ;  which  they  should  be  careful 
to  do  within  the  time  agreed  on. 

But  if  either  of  the  parties  refuse  to  submit  the 
matter  in  dispute  to  arbitrators  ;  or,  when  that  is  done, 
neglect  to  give  his  or  her  attendance  when  desired, 
without  assigning  a  sufficient  reason;  or  not  abide  by 
their  award  when  issued;  in  either  of  these  cases, 
such  person  so  offending,  should  be  complained  of,  or 
treated  with  ;  and  if  the  brotherly  endeavors  and  ad¬ 
monition  of  Society,  fail  to  produce  a  conformity  to 
justice  in  the  case,  the  Monthly  meeting  should  pro¬ 
ceed  to  disown  the  offender,  unless  such  person  make 
it  evident  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  meeting,  that  the 
award  or  proceedings  have  been  erroneous  or  unjust. 
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In  which  case,  the  matter  in  dispute  may  be  referred 
to  the  same,  or  other  arbitrators,  as  the  meeting  shall 
judge  best ;  and  their  award  shall  be  final.  Or  should 
either  party  be  dissatisfied  with  the  award,  and  the 
subject  not  be  carried  forward  as  a  complaint,  the 
party  so  dissatisfied,  may  apply  to  the  Monthly  meet¬ 
ing  of  which  the  other  party  is  a  member,  for  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  another  arbitration.  In  which  case,  a  judicious 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  examine  the  grounds 
of  the  complaint;  and  should  it  be  made  appear  that 
the  award  is  erroneous  or  unjust,  (but  not  otherwise,) 
another  trial  may  be  granted  before  the  same  or  other 
arbitrators,  at  the  discretion  of  the  meeting,  for  a  final 
decision. 

After  which,  if  either  of  the  parties  at  variance, 
prove  so  regardless  of  peace  and  unity,  as  not  to  ac¬ 
quiesce  in  such  confirmed,  or  corrected  determination, 
the  Monthly  meeting  to  which  he  or  she  belongs,  should 
proceed  to  issue  a  testimony  against  the  person  so  re¬ 
fusing. 

Where  arbitrators  are  at  a  loss  for  want  of  legal 
knowledge,  it  will  be  proper  for  them,  at  the  joint  ex¬ 
pense  ol  the  parties,  to  take  the  opinion  of  counsel 
learned  in  the  law,  in  order  to  qualify  them  for  giving 
a  proper  judgment  in  the  matter  referred  to  them. — 
And  that  they  may  the  better  answer  the  end  of  their 
appointment,  and  be  helpful  in  conciliating  the  minds 
ol  the  parties,  they  ought  not  to  consider  themselves 
as  advocates  for  those  by  whom  they  are  chosen,  but 
as  men  whose  duty  it  is  to  judge  righteously,  fearing 
the  Lord.  They  should  shun  all  previous  information 
respecting  the  case  ;  or,  having  heard  any  thing  in  re- 
gard  to  it,  remain  as  much  as  possible  unbiased  there- 
y.  they  should  reject  no  evidence  or  witness  pro¬ 
posed  ;  nor  receive  any,  but  in  the  presence  of  both 
paities,  and,  m  their  award,  they  need  not  assign  any 
reason  for  their  determination.  6  ^ 

in  A,nf  wfhe,reas  there  may  be  some  circumstances  even 

mode  nl  d  mat,ters’  wherein  the  foregoing  equitable 
mode  of  proceeding  cannot  be  complied  with ;  such 
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as,  first,  the  party  absconding,  or  leaving  the  country 
with  design  to  defraud  his  or  her  creditors  ;  or,  second, 
apparent  danger  of  bankruptcy,  or  being  overloaded 
with  debts,  and  other  creditors  generally  coming  on, 
which  would  occasion  manifest  damage  to  the  claim¬ 
ant,  by  the  time  it  would  take  in  pursuing  the  above 
method  ;  or,  third,  where  there  may  be  danger  of  dam¬ 
age,  as  in  case  of  executors,  administrators,  or  trus¬ 
tees  :  it  may  therefore  be  necessary,  and  it  is  directed, 
that  the  Monthly  meetings  where  such  cases  happen, 
and  on  due  inquiry  appear  truly  so,  do  hold  excused 
such  as  shall  in  the  two  first  mentioned  cases  in  this 
paragraph,  appear  to  them  really  necessitated  to  pro¬ 
ceed  at  law ;  and  in  the  latter  case,  of  executors,  ad¬ 
ministrators,  or  trustees,  where  it  shall  appear  to  the 
meeting,  that  the  matter  is  of  importance,  and  that 
our  friendly  way  would  be  unsafe,  such  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  have  the  matter  tried  at  law,  with  this  cau¬ 
tion,  that  the  parties  on  both  sides,  behave  towards 
each  other  in  brotherly  love,  decency,  and  moderation, 
without  anger  or  animosity ;  which  will  be  a  becoming 
testimony,  even  in  courts,  and  show  that  nothing  but 
the  nature  of  the  case,  and  our  station  in  common 
with  others,  under  the  laws  of  the  land,  take  any  of 
us  there. 

As  it  may  sometimes  occur  that  a  member,  either 
for  want  of  a  clear  understanding  of  the  business, 
or  through  an  improper  influence,  may  present  a  com¬ 
plaint  against  another  member,  wherein  the  overseers, 
after  fully  hearing  both  parties,  being  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  case  does  not  require  a  reference, 
they  are  to  advise  a  speedy  settlement  thereof ;  which 
being  ineffectual,  and  the  complainant  remaining  dis¬ 
satisfied  therewith,  he  may  have  liberty  to  inform  the 
Preparative  meeting,  where  the  other  party  is  a  mem¬ 
ber,  (without  mentioning  any  name,)  that  having  a 
matter  in  dispute  with  one  of  their  members,  he  is  de¬ 
sirous  of  their  assistance  in  order  to  a  settlement 
thereof.  The  said  meeting  is  then  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  who  are  to  give  such  advice  and  assistance  in 
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the  case  as  they  may  apprehend  necessary,  but  should 
they  concur  with  the  overseers,  that  a  reference  would 
not  be  proper,  the  complainant  may  have  the  privilege 
of  requesting  the  assistance  of  the  Monthly  meeting, 
in  like  manner,  where  the  question  is  to  be  finally  de¬ 
termined  whether  the  dispute  ought  to  be  submitted 
to  referees,  or  the  complaint  dismissed. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  our  mem¬ 
bers,  differing  on  account  of  worldly  affairs,  do  avoid 
as  much  as  possible  to  engage  Friends  in  the  ministry 
as  arbitrators  in  such  cases. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

Two  or  more  suitable  Friends  of  each  particular 
meeting,  should  be  appointed  by  Monthly  meetings  to 
attend  at  the  funerals  of  our  members,  for  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  those  concerned,  and  to  see  that  good  order  is 
observed. 

In  order  that  meetings  may  not  be  held  at  the  inter¬ 
ment  of  our  deceased  members,  in  a  formal  way,  or  as 
a  customary  circumstance,  the  proposal  for  holding 
any  such  meeting,  should  be  previously  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  elders  and  overseers,  or  com¬ 
mittee  on  burials,  and  their  approbation  had  previ¬ 
ously  to  the  announcement  of  such  a  meeting.  The 
time  and  place  of  holding  should  also  be  settled  by 
said  elders,  overseers,  or  committee,  in  order  that  such 
meetings  be  not  unseasonably  or  unsuitably  arranged 

Hut  in  view  of  the  solemn  occasion  of  the  decease 
ol  a  imend,  which  is  well  calculated  to  call  up  to  our 
minds  the  uncertainty  and  short  continuance  of  life 
and  the  w^dom  there  would  be  in  a  preparation  for 
death  it  is  earnestly  advised  that  a  solemn  pause  of 
some  length  should  be  had  at  all  funerals:  a  (religious 

“ated^haT  t  “  is  believed  b>’  F»ends  as  above 

truth'll  tw  a  mf tln/  would  be  t0  the  honor  of 
ruth ,)  and  that  good  order,  quietness,  and  solemnity 

be  maintained  throughout  the  proceedings,  in  which 

the  committee  should  render  the  needful  assistance 
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And  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  improper  inter¬ 
ments  amongst  us — two  or  more  Friends  should  be 
appointed  by  Monthly  or  Preparative  meetings,  (as  the 
case  may  require,)  to  the  care  of  our  several  burying 
grounds,  and  that  no  person  who  was  not  a  member 
be  buried  therein,  without  a  written  permit,  signed  by 
one  or  two  of  those  Friends;  who  should  take  care 
that  such  interment  comport  with  our  plain  order : 
also  that  our  burial  grounds  be  properly  enclosed  and 
kept  in  decent  order. 

Friends  are  also  enjoined,  to  maintain  our  testimony 
against  affixing  monuments  of  any  description  to 
graves,  for  the  purpose  of  distinction  One  above  an¬ 
other,  in  any  one  of  our  burying  grounds ;  and  if  any 
yet  remain  therein,  that  they  be  forthwith  removed  ; 
and  that  they  avoid  the  imitation  of  the  custom  of 
wearing  or  giving  mourning  habits,  and  all  extrava¬ 
gant  expenses  on  account  of  the  interment  of  the  dead. 
And  if  a  plain  stone  should  be  set  to  the  grave,  it 
should  not  exceed  twelve  inches  in  height  or  width, 
and  contain  only  the  name,  date  of  the  decease,  and 
age. 

As  great  inconvenience  may  arise  from  a  want  of 
due  attention  to  keeping  a  regular  record  of  births  and 
deaths,  it  is  enjoined  upon  each  Monthly  meeting,  to 
appoint  a  careful  Friend,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to 
keep,  in  a  book  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  Monthly 
meeting,  for  the  purpose,  a  record  of  all  births  and 
deaths  of  members,  which  occur  within  their  respec¬ 
tive  limits,  or  which  shall  be  offered  to  him  for  that 
purpose.  But  should  the  birth  have  occurred  out  of 
the  limits  of  the  meeting  within  which  it  may  be  de¬ 
sired  to  record  it,  an  explanatory  note  should  be  in¬ 
serted  in  the  record.  And  in  order  to  engage  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Monthly  meetings  more  closely  to  this  sub¬ 
ject,  it  is  further  enjoined,  that  committees  be  ap¬ 
pointed  annually,  to  examine  the  records,  and  to  ex¬ 
tend  such  care  as  may  appear  necessary  to  effect  the 
object. 
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The  following  forms  of  the  records  are  proposed ,  being  both 

simple  and  explicit. 

BIRTHS. 


Names  of  the 
Children. 

When  born. 

Names  of  the 
Parents. 

Their  residence. 

Occasional 

Notes. 

• 

DEATHS. 


Names  of  the 
Deceased. 

When 

deceased. 

Age. 

Where  buried. 

Late 

Residence. 

Occasional 

Notes. 

BOOKS. 

It  being  a  business  assigned  to  the  Meeting  for  Suf¬ 
ferings,  to  take  the  oversight  of  all  writings  proposed 
to  be  printed,  explanatory  of  our  religious  principles 
or  testimonies,  our  members,  who  may  have  it  in  pros¬ 
pect  to  publish  any  such  writings,  for  which  the  Soci¬ 
ety  are  to  be  responsible,  are  to  lay  them  before  said 
meeting,  for  its  advice  and  concurrence.  And  if  any 
of  our  members  shall  print  or  publish  any  writing 
against  the  advice  of  said  meeting,  or  which  shall  have 
a  tendency  to  excite  disunity  and  discord,  such  persons 
should  be  complained  of  to  the  Monthly  meeting  to 
which  they  belong,  and  if  they  cannot  be  convinced  of 
the  impropriety  of  their  conduct,  and  condemn  the 
same,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  meeting,  they  should 

be  disowned,  as  opposed  to  the  peace  and  good  order 
oi  Society. 


It  is  considered  incumbent  on  parents  and  heads  of 
1  ami  lies,  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible,  all  those  un¬ 
der  their  direction,  from  perusing  those  pernicious  pub¬ 
lications  which  are  written  for  the  purpose  of  weaken¬ 
ing  the  authority  of  the  Christian  religion,  or  exciting 
doubts  concerning  the  authenticity  of  the  Holy  Script 
tures,  and  those  saving  truths  declared  in  them  •  lest 
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the  immature  and  feeble  minds  of  such,  should  be  poi¬ 
soned  thereby,  and  a  foundation  laid  for  the  greatest 
evils.  It  is  also  enjoined  on  all  the  members  of  our 
religious  society,  that  they  discourage  and  suppress 
the  reading  of  plays,  romances,  and  novels,  which  be¬ 
ing  written  by  persons  of  corrupt  minds,  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  awaken  and  invigorate  those  impure  pro¬ 
pensities,  “which  war  against  the  soul,”  and  which  it 
is  the  duty  and  interest  of  every  Christian  mind  to  keep 
in  a  state  of  suppression. 

Friends  are  advised  to  procure  for  their  families  in¬ 
structive  and  suitable  Books,  so  that  they  may  be  well 
provided  for ;  and  Monthly  meetings  should  take  care 
that  their  Libraries  be  attended  to;  and  consider,  annu¬ 
ally,  the  propriety  of  an  increase  of  the  books. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Quarterly  and  Monthly  meetings  are  to  take  care, 
that  all  certificates  or  minutes  which  may  be  given  to 
any  Friends  traveling  in  the  service  of  the  ministry  be 
recorded,  and  upon  the  return  of  such  Friend  season- 
abl}r  delivered  back  to  the  meeting ;  and  that  all  cer¬ 
tificates  of  removal,  brought  by  any  Friends  intending 
to  become  residents,  shall  be  lodged  in  the  Monthly 
meeting,  where  the  same  are  accepted;  and  also,  that 
every  meeting  keep  a  record  of  all  certificates  which 
they  give  forth. 

We  feel  it  our  concern  to  caution  Friends  to  be  very 
circumspect  how  they  remove  themselves  and  families. 
It  having  been  observed,  that  the  dissolving  of  old,  and 
forming  of  new  connections,  have  in  some  instances 
been  attended  with  effects  prejudicial  to  a  growth  in 
the  truth,  both  in  the  heads  and  younger  branches  of 
families,  especially  where  the  inclination  to  such  re¬ 
movals  has  originated  in  worldly  motives.  And  the 
religious  growth  and  establishment  of  children,  being 
the  most  interesting,  ought  to  be  the  principal  en¬ 
gagement  of  the  minds  of  parents,  it  is  the  affectionate 
desire  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  in  putting  themfor- 
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ward  in  a  way  of  life,  the  probable  effect,  it  may  have 
on  their  minds,  be  the  chief  object  in  \iew.  In  these 
cases,  we  recommend  to  our  members,  both  young 
and  old,  to  give  close  attention  to  the  pointings  of  di¬ 
vine  wisdom,  and  also  timely  to  consult  experienced 
Friends,  previously  to  their  fixing  a  resolution  of  chang¬ 
ing  their  residence. 

When  Certificates  of  Removal  from  one  Monthly 
meeting  to  another,  are  received,  the  persons  recom¬ 
mended  shall  be  considered  members  of  the  meeting 
to  which  they  remove. 

All  members  removing  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
Monthly  meetings,  whether  for  a  permanent  or  only  a 
certain  limited  time,  are  to  apply  to  their  respective 
meetings  for  certificates,  directed  to  those  within  the 
limits  of  which  they  propose  to  sojourn  or  settle. 
Whereupon,  Monthly  meetings  should,  previously  to 
granting  such  certificates,  appoint  a  committee  of 
men  Friends,  if  the  applicant  be  a  male,  or  of  women, 
if  a  female ;  but  if  the  applicants  be  males  and  fe¬ 
males,  then  a  joint  committee,  to  make  careful  inquiry 
respecting  their  conduct  and  the  proper  adjustment 
of  their  outward  affairs,  and  if  they  find  nothing  to 
hinder,  to  prepare  a  certificate,  and  report  it  to  the 
next  Monthly  meeting ;  when,  if  no  obstruction  ap¬ 
pear,  such  certificate  should  be  granted,  and  signed  by 
the  clerks  of  the  men's  and  the  women's  meetings. 

When  certificates  are  adopted,  signed,  and  re¬ 
corded,  they  should  be  immediately  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  proper  Correspondents,  who  should  sign 
them,  pre-pay  the  postage,  and  forward  them  without 
delay,  to  the  regular  Correspondent  of  the  meeting  to 
which  they  are  addressed ;  and  when  certificates  are 
received,  they  are  to  be  read  in  each  meeting. 

But  if  any  shall  remove  without  so  applying,  the 
Monthly  meeting  of  which  they  are  members,  after 
making  inquiry,  as  in  cases  of  applicants,  and  finding 
no  obstruction,  should  without  improper  delav,  send 
certificates  for  them,  to  the  Monthly  meetings  within 
the  limits  of  which  they  have  removed.  But  if  their 
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previous  conduct  require  that  they  be  treated  with, 
and  the  distance  be  such  as  to  render  it  inconveni¬ 
ent  for  the  meeting  they  removed  from,  the  Monthly 
meeting,  within  the  verge  of  which  they  are,  should 
be  requested  to  treat  with  them,  and  report  the  effect 
of  their  care  ;  on  which,  if  it  prove  satisfactory,  certi¬ 
ficates  of  removal  may  be  directed  ;  but  if  otherwise, 
and  testimonies  of  disunion  be  issued,  the  meeting 
where  they  reside  should  be  furnished  with  copies 
thereof,  to  be  delivered  to  the  parties. 

Monthly  meetings  receiving  certificates  are  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  reception  thereof  to  the  Monthly  meet¬ 
ings  which  issued  them. 

Monthly  meetings  are  directed  to  acknowledge  the 
reception  of  certificates  of  removal  from  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland,  by  transmitting,  seasonably,  to  one  of  our 
proper  Yearly  Meeting  Correspondents,  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  a  suitable  extract  of  their  minute  of  reception, 
properly  signed  by  the  clerk,  and  countersigned  by 
their  Correspondent. 

Where  apprentices,  or  persons  under  age,  are  under 
a  necessity  of  going  from  one  place  to  another,  their 
parents  or  guardians,  masters  or  mistresses,  should 
apply  for  certificates  for  them,  recommending  them  to 
the  care  and  oversight  of  the  Monthly  meetings, 
whereunto  they  remove. 

If  any  persons  appearing  as  Friends,  come  within 
the  compass  of  any  Monthly  meeting,  not  being  rec¬ 
ommended  by  certificates,  and  be  of  disorderly  con¬ 
duct,  the  overseers,  or  other  concerned  Friends,  should 
inquire  whether  or  not  they  are  members  of  our  Soci¬ 
ety  ;  and  if  they  prove  so  to  be,  admonish  them,  or  if 
the  occasion  require  it,  report  the  case  to  the  Prepara¬ 
tive,  and  from  thence  to  the  Monthly  meeting;  which 
should  thereupon  inform  the  Monthly  meetings  of 
which  they  are  members,  of  the  circumstances,  and 
take  the  direction  of  said  meeting  for  treating  further 
with  them,  agreeably  to  our  rules  in  cases  of  that  na¬ 
ture. 
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CHARITY  AND  UNITY. 

Where  there  is  any  appearance  of  dissension,  or  of 
resentment  and  shyness  amongst  our  members,  the 
parties  should  be  timely  and  tenderly  apprised  of  the 
danger  to  which  they  expose  both  themselves  and 
others,  and  earnestly  exhorted  to  mutual  condescen¬ 
sion  and  forgiveness,  becoming  the  followers  of  Christ; 
and  if  any,  notwithstanding  such  endeavors  for  their 
welfare,  continue  to  manifest  an  implacable  enmity  to 
others,  the  overseers  or  other  judicious  Friends  ol  the 
Preparative  or  Monthly  meeting  to  which  they  be¬ 
long,  should  be  informed  thereof;  who  are  to  labor 
further  with  them  ;  when,  if  they  still  prove  inflexible, 
they  ought  to  be  complained  of  to  the  Monthly  meet¬ 
ing  to  which  they  belong,  which,  after  laboring  with 
them  without  the  desired  effect,  ought  to  testify  against 
them. 

CIVIL  GOVERNMENT. 

Liberty  of  conscience,  being  the  common  right  of  all 
men,  and  particularly  essential  to  the  well-being  of 
religious  societies,  we  hold  it  to  be  indispensably  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  us,  to  maintain  it  inviolably  amongst 
ourselves  ;  and  therefore  exhort  all  in  profession  with 
us,  to  decline  accepting  any  office  or  station  in  civil 
government,  the  duties  of  which  are  inconsistent  with 
our  religious  principles ;  or  in  the  exercise  of  which 
they  may  be,  or  apprehend  themselves  to  be,  under 
the  necessity  of  exacting  from  others  any  compliances 
against  which  they  are  conscientiously  scrupulous. 

If  any  person  in  membership  with  us,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  preceding  admonition,  shall  persist  in  a  con¬ 
duct  so  repugnant  to  our  principles,  it  is  the  sense  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  they  be  treated  with  as  in 
other  cases  of  offense  ;  and  if  they  cannot  be  brought 
to  see  and  acknowledge  their  error,  the  Monthly  meet¬ 
ings  to  which  they  belong  should  proceed  to  testify 
against  them. 
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It  is  also  our  judgment,  that  Friends  ought  not,  in 
any  wise,  to  be  active  or  accessory  in  electing,  or  pro¬ 
moting  to  be  elected,  their  brethren  or  others  to  such 
offices  or  stations  in  civil  government,  the  execution 
whereof  tends  to  lay  waste  our  Christian  testimony,  or 
subject  their  brethren  or  others  to  sufferings  on  account 
of  their  conscientious  scruples.  The  principle  of  truth 
calls  us  out  of  contention ;  it  even  seeks  not  its  own 
ends  by  means  productive  of  animosity  ;  much  less 
therefore  should  its  professors  indulge  themselves  in 
strife  for  objects  of  a  perishing  nature. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  we  are  called  to  show 
forth  to  the  world,  in  life  and  practice,  that  the  blessed 
reign  of  the  Messiah,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  is  begun, 
and  we  doubt  not,  will  proceed  until  it  attain  its  com¬ 
pletion  in  the  earth,  when  according  to  the  prophe¬ 
cies  of  Isaiah  and  Micah,  “Nation  shall  not  lift  up 
sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any 
more,”  we  cannot  consistently  join  with  such  as  form 
combinations  of  a  hostile  nature  against  any  ;  much 
less  in  opposition  to  those  placed  in  authority ;  nor 
can  we  unite  with  or  encourage  such  as  revile  or  as¬ 
perse  them,  for  it  is  written,  “  Thou  shalt  not  speak 
evil  of  the  ruler  of  thy  people.”  Acts,  xxiii.  5. 
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Such  are  to  be  treated  with,  as  are  guilty  of  lying, 
drunkenness,  swearing,  or  cursing ;  or  any  other  im¬ 
moral  or  scandalous  practice  :  and  when  persons  are 
guilty  in  these  respects,  or  any  of  them,  after  being 
treated  with  by  the  overseers  or  other  cencerned 
Friends,  if  they  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  the  iniquity 
thereof,  such  offenders  are,  without  improper  delay,  to 
remove  the  scandal,  and  clear,  as  much  as  possible, 
our  holy  profession  therefrom,  by  acknowledging  and 
condemning  the  offense,  in  writing,  under  their  hands, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Monthly  meetings  to  which 
they  belong.  And  if  any  such  offenders  refuse  to  ac- 
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knowledge  and  condemn  their  faults,  the  said  meet¬ 
ings  ought  speedily  to  testify  against  them. 

If  any  in  membership  with  us  shall  blaspheme,  or 
speak  profanely  of  Almighty  God,  Christ  Jesus,  or  the  if 
Holy  Spirit,  they  ought  to  be  timely  and  earnestly  l  \ 
treated  with  for  the  convincement  of  their  understand-  f 
ings,  that  they  may  experience  repentance  and  for-  I  f 
giveness  ;  but  should  any,  notwithstanding  such  bro-  i  i 
therly  labor,  persist  in  their  error,  or  deny  the  divinity  <  s 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  the  immediate  H 
revelation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  the  authenticity  of  t 
the  Holy  Scriptures;  as  it  will  be  thereby  manifest1! 
that  they  are  not  one  in  faith  with  us,  the  Monthly  u 
meetings  where  they  belong,  ought,  after  the  afore-  II 
said  earnest  and  religious  endeavors  without  effect,  to  ( 
declare  the  same,  and  issue  their  testimony  accord-  i 
ingly.  I 

It  is  the  earnest  concern  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  i 
in  all  our  dealings  and  transactions  among  men,  strict  i 
justice  may  be  observed,  and  that  no  motives  of  pecu-  *  i 
niary  interest  may  induce  any  of  our  members  to  im¬ 
pose  upon  each  other,  or  upon  any  with  whom  they  i 
may  have  commercial  intercourse ;  and  it  is  directed 
that  Monthly  meetings  be  careful  to  extend  suitable 
admonition  against  all  deviations  in  these  respects,  for 
the  help  and  recovery  of  delinquents ;  and  as  it  is 
obvious  that  there  can  be  no  just  pretensions  to  reli¬ 
gious  rectitude,  without  a  conformity  to  moral  justice, 
Monthly  meetings  are  authorized  to  disown  those 
who  will  not  be  reclaimed  by  their  brotherly  endeav¬ 
ors  in  these  respects. 

And  believing,  as  we  do,  that  meekness,  modera¬ 
tion,  and  mercy,  are  among  the  distinguishing  traits 
of  the  Christian  character,  we  are  concerned  to  cau¬ 
tion  our  members  against  the  indulgence  of  passion, 
or  the  exercise  of  cruelty,  even  towards  the  brute 
creation,  which  a  beneficent  Providence  has  made 
subservient  to  our  comfort  and  convenience. 
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It  is  directed  that  the  following  order  be  observed 
respecting  persons  who  apply  for  admittance  into  mem¬ 
bership.  They  are  to  apply  to  the  overseers,  who, 
when  they  are  easy  so  to  do,  are  to  lay  the  case  be¬ 
fore  the  Preparative  meeting;  and  after  that  meeting 
is  fully  satisfied,  by  paying  a  visit  or  otherwise,  they 
are  to  lay  it  before  the  Monthly  meeting  ;  which  meet¬ 
ing  shall  appoint  some  suitable  Friends  to  inquire  into 
the  lives  and  conversation  of  the  applicants,  and  also 
to  take  solid  opportunities  of  conference  with  them,  in 
order  the  better  to  understand  whether  their  motives 
for  such  requests  be  sincere,  and  on  the  ground  of 
convincement,  and  report  their  sense  thereof ;  where¬ 
upon,  if  a  male,  and  the  men’s  meeting  be  satisfied, 
the  women’s  meeting  is  to  be  consulted ;  but  if  a  fe¬ 
male,  the  men’s  meeting  is  to  be  consulted ;  and  in 
either  case,  the  meeting  so  consulted  may  appoint  a 
committee  if  they  judge  best.  When  both  meetings 
are  satisfied,  a  minute  should  be  made  stating  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  such  into  membership ;  and  a  Friend  or 
two  should  be  appointed  to  acquaint  the  persons  re¬ 
questing  thereof. 

But  in  all  cases,  Friends  are  exhorted  to  attend 
carefully  to  the  advice  of  the  apostle,  “  Lay  hands 
suddenly  on  no  man.”  The  neglect  of  such  caution 
having  often  been  injurious  both  to  the  individuals 
and  to  Society :  to  them,  by  settling  them  in  a  false 
rest ;  and  to  Society,  by  adding  to  its  numbers  with¬ 
out  increasing  its  joy ;  both  of  which,  being  circum¬ 
stances  of  acknowledged  importance.  Monthly  meet¬ 
ings  are  desired  to  be  weighty  in  their  deliberations 
and  results,  on  all  such  occasions ;  and  when  united 
in  believing  that  the  applicants  are  clearly  convinced 
of  our  religious  principles,  and  in  a  good  degree  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  government  of  the  divine  witness  in  their 
own  hearts,  manifested  by  circumspection  of  life  and 
conduct,  the  said  meetings  should  receive  such  into 
membership. 
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As  we  are  persuaded  that  no  religious  act  can  be  v 
acceptable  to  God,  unless  produced  by  the  influence  o 
and  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  is  our  judgment  c 
that  our  members  cannot  consistently  join  with  any  t 
in  the  observance  of  public  fasts,  feasts,  or  what  are  s 
termed  holydays,  or  such  injunctions  and  forms  as  it 
are  devised  by  the  will  of  man  in  regard  thereto  :  for 
though  exterior  observances  of  a  similar  kind  were  i 
once  authorized  under  the  law,  as  shadows  of  things  t 
to  come,  yet  they  who  come  to  Christ,  will,  we  be-  | 
lieve,  assuredly  find  that  in  Him  all  shadows  end ;  and 
that  “  now  he  hath  obtained  a  more  excellent  minis¬ 
try,  by  how  much  also  he  is  the  mediator  of  a  better 
covenant,  which  was  established  upon  better  prom¬ 
ises.”  (Heb.  viii.  6.)  “  Let  no  man  therefore,”  says 

the  apostle,  “judge  you  in  meat  or  in  drink,  or  in  re¬ 
spect  of  an  holyday,  or  the  new  moon,  or  of  the  sab¬ 
bath  days ;  which  are  a  shadow  of  things  to  come  ; 
but  the  body  is  of  Christ.”  (Col.  ii.  16.)  The  same 
apostle  also  thus  expostulates  with  some,  who  it  appears 
had  fallen  from  the  true  faith  in  these  respects :  “  But 
now,  after  that  ye  have  known  God,  or  rather  are 
known  of  God,  how  turn  ye  again  to  the  weak  and 
beggarly  elements  whereunto  ye  desire  again  to  be  in 
bondage?  Ye  observe  days,  and  months,  and  times, 
and  years.  I  am  afraid  of  you  lest  I  have  bestowed 
upon  you  labor  in  vain.”  (Gal.  iv.  9,  10,  11.) 

Wherefore,  under  an  humble  and  grateful  sense  of 
the  abundant  mercies  and  favors  of  our  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  let  us,  as  a  religious  society,  continually  feel  our 
hearts  filled  with  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  Him  ;  an 
aspiration  which  is  ever  his  due,  and  to  be  acknowl¬ 
edged  by  his  creatures  with  the  deepest  reverence, 
and  not  with  the  “  bowing  of  the  head  like  a  bulrush 
for  a  day,”  nor  with  those  tumultuous  demonstrations 
of  joy,  and  nightly  illuminations,  which  are  generally 
attended  with  excesses  incompatible  with  the  Chris¬ 
tian  name. 


DAYS  AND  TIMES. 


41 


Whilst,  therefore,  it  is  the  earnest  concern  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  that  we  may  be  found  worshipers 
within  the  temple,  it  is  affectionately  desired  that  our 
members  may  be  individually  cautious  not  to  give  oc¬ 
casion  of  additional  suffering  to  the  truly  conscien¬ 
tious  amongst  us,  by  any  compliance  with  such  ob¬ 
servances  as  our  worthy  ancestors  were  rightly  con¬ 
cerned  to  bear  testimony  against. 

Friends  are  advised  to  be  guarded  against  unprofit- 
ably  spending  their  time  on  the  First-day  of  the  week; 
that  their  temporal  concerns  be  not  suffered  to  en¬ 
gross  their  minds,  so  as  to  disqualify  them  for  rightly 
performing  their  religious  duty  ;  to  watch  over  their 
children,  subjecting  them  to  obedience  to  all  their  law¬ 
ful  commands ;  believing  that  good  impressions  have 
been  lost  by  indulging  too  much  in  company  on  the 
afternoon  of  First-days,  when  if  proper  attention  were 
paid  by  spending  this  time  more  in  retirement,  and  in 
reading  the  Scriptures  and  other  good  books,  these 
seasons  would  be  cherished,  and  a  real  advancement 
experienced.  (1828.) 

The  First-day  of  the  week  being  set  apart  for  rest 
and  religious  engagements  by  the  common  consent  of 
most  Christian  professors,  this  meeting  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  a  concern  that  Friends  individually,  both 
old  and  young,  may  be  renewedly  stirred  up  to  set  a 
good  example,  by  devoting  that  day  to  such  engage¬ 
ments  and  to  rest;  and  by  abstaining  from  secular 
business  and  from  traveling,  except  as  required  in  re¬ 
ligious  engagements  or  other  Christian  duties,  and  also 
from  unnecessary  visiting.  We  do  not  doubt  that  our 
spiritual  welfare,  and  the  good  of  our  families  would 
be  essentially  promoted  by  a  greater  consistency  of 
conduct,  as  aforesaid,  with  our  profession  as  a  reli¬ 
gious  people,  than  has  appeared  in  some  heretofore; 
and  we  should  be  further  prompted  to  such  consis¬ 
tency  bjr  respect  to  the  consciences  of  others,  and  the 
wholesome  laws  of  the  land.  (1853.) 
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As  the  manifest  tendency  of  the  mischievous  spirit  it 
of  tale-bearing  and  detraction,  is  to  lay  waste  the  unity  :‘a 
of  Society,  by  disseminating  discord  and  strife  among  i'o 
brethren  and  neighbors  ;  Friends  are  enjoined  to  watch  5  01 
over  themselves  and  each  other,  in  order  to  discourage  :4 
and  suppress  every  appearance  of  such  dispositions,  n 
The  order  prescribed  by  our  blessed  Lord  should  be 
strictly  observed  in  every  case  of  apprehended  injury,  111 
viz.  “  If  thy  brother  shall  trespass  against  thee,  go  and  !si 
tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him  alone  :  if  he  til 
shall  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy  brother.  But  if  to 
he  will  not  hear  thee,  then  take  with  thee  one  or  two  it 
more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses,  ev-  is 
ery  word  may  be  established.  And  if  he  shall  neglect  M 
to  hear  them,  tell  it  unto  the  church:  but  if  he  neglect 
to  hear  the  church,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen  jl 
man  and  a  publican.”  (Matt,  xviii.  15,  16,  17.) 

It  is  further  directed,  that,  in  whomsoever  this  weak-  1 
ness  appear,  it  may  be  immediately  checked ;  and  if 
any  give  way  to  it,  to  the  obvious  injury  of  the  repu¬ 
tation  or  interest  of  others,  let  them  be  faithfully  ad¬ 
monished,  by  elders,  overseers,  or  other  concerned 
Friends  ;  and  if  they  persist,  or  cannot  be  prevailed 
with  to  give  due  satisfaction,  the  Preparative,  and  (if 
expedient)  Monthly  meetings  should  be  informed  of 
it,  and  treat  further  with  them  ;  when,  if  this  also 
fail  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  they  should  be  dis¬ 
owned. 

Should  any  offenders  in  these  respects  shelter  them¬ 
selves  under  a  pretence  that  they  say  no  more  than 
they  have  heard  from  others,  but  refuse  to  discover 
who  those  are,  such  should  in  like  manner  be  treated 
with  as  tale-bearers,  and  testified  against. 
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DISCIPLINE  AND  MEETINGS  FOR  DISCIPLINE. 

The  existence  of  our  Meetings  for  Discipline  hav¬ 
ing,  on  experience,  been  found  extensively  beneficial, 
it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  they  may  be  main¬ 
tained  in  that  authority  wherein  they  were  established  ; 
for,  where  any  have  been  negligent  in  attending  them, 
or  opposed  to  their  usefulness,  it  has  been  perceived 
that  carnality  and  spiritual  death  have  been  the  con¬ 
sequence. 

Where  any  transgress  the  rules  of  our  Discipline, 
they  should,  without  partiality,  be  admonished,  and 
sought  in  the  spirit  of  love  and  divine  charity,  so  that 
it  may  be  seen  by  all,  that  the  restoring  dispositions 
of  meekness  and  Christian  affection  abound,  before 
church  censure  takes  place  ;  that  a  gospel  spirit  is  the 
spring  and  motive  of  all  our  performances,  as  well  in 
discipline  as  in  worship. 

The  connection  and  subordination  of  our  Meetings 
for  Discipline  are  thus  :  Preparative  meetings  are  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  Monthly  ;  Monthly  to  the  Quarterly ; 
and  Quarterly  to  the  Yearly  Meeting;  so  that  if  the 
Yearly  Meeting  be  at  any  time  dissatisfied  with  the 
proceedings  of  any  inferior  meeting :  or  a  Quarterly 
meeting,  with  the  proceedings  of  any  of  its  Monthly 
meetings ;  or  a  Monthly  meeting  with  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  any  of  its  Preparative  meetings  ;  such  meet¬ 
ings  ought,  with  readiness  and  meekness,  to  render 
accounts  thereof  when  required  ;  and  correct  or  ex¬ 
punge  any  of  their  minutes,  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  superior  meeting. 

No  Quarterly  meeting  should  be  set  up  or  laid  down, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Yearly  Meeting ;  no  Month¬ 
ly  meeting  without  the  consent  of  the  Quarterly  meet¬ 
ing  ;  nor  any  Preparative  or  other  meeting  for  busi¬ 
ness  or  worship,  until  application  to  the  Monthly  meet¬ 
ing  be  first  made  ;  and  when  there  approved,  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Quarterly  meeting  be  also  obtained. 
Also,  no  meeting  for  worship,  intended  to  consist  of 
Friends  belonging  to  two  or  more  Monthly  meetings, 
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shall  be  established,  until  the  proposal  be  offered  to,^ 
and  approved  by,  those  Monthly  meetings,  and  the* 
consent  of  their  respective  Quarterly  meeting  or  meet¬ 
ings  be  obtained ;  when  the  meeting  proposed  is: 
opened,  it  should  be  attended  by  a  few  solid  Friends, 
deputed  by  each  of  the  said  Monthly  meetings.  And* 
it  at  any  time  it  be  thought  expedient  that  a  Prepara-' 
tive  meeting  should  be  held  at  the  same  place,  the 
consent  ot  the  said  Monthly  and  Quarterly  meetings* 
should  be  in  like  manner  applied  for  and  obtained; 
and  the  Preparative  meeting  should  be  annexed  to 
any  oi  those  Monthly  meetings,  as  may  appear  most  ‘ 
likely  to  conduce  to  the  benefit  and  convenience  of 
the  individuals  who  compose  it,  and  the  advantage  of‘ 
Society.  « 

Monthly  meetings  may  be  at  liberty  to  indulge' 
meetings  under  the  care  of  a  committee,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  report  every  three  months  the  situation 
and  number  of  such,  which  report  the  Monthly  meet¬ 
ing  should  torward  to  the  Quarterly  meeting  :  but  no  1 
marriage  shall  be  consummated  at  such  meeting  until 
it  is  known  to  the  Quarter.  , 

It  is  directed  that  a  book  be  provided  by  every  j 
Monthly  and  Quarterly  meeting,  and  fair  records  kept 
theiein  ot  their  proceedings.  Monthly  meetings,  par¬ 
ticularly,  are  advised  to  attend  to,  and  finish  all  such 
business  with  care  and  dispatch,  that  it  may,  at  no  - 
time  sufiei  b\  improper  delay ;  and  if  anv  case  under 
consideration,  prove  too  weighty  or  difficult  for  them 
to  determine,  the\  should  apply  to  their  respective 
Quarterly  meetings  for  assistance ;  or,  if  the  circum-  ; 

stances  be  such  as  to  require  it,  refer  it  thereto  bv  - 
minute.  J 

It  is  the  conclusion  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  as  a 
general  rule  in  all  cases,  that  where  any  Monthly  or 
Quarterly  meeting  has  occasion  for,  and  requests  cop-  : 
les  oi  any  papers,  minutes,  or  records  of  another 

Monthly  or  Quarterly  meeting,  the  same  should  be 
accordingly  granted. 

^  here  any  difference  happens  among  Friends,  and 
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he  same  be  entered  in  any  Monthly  or  Quarterly 
neeting  book,  if  the  parties,  or  either  of  them  think 
hat  copies  of  such  entries  may  be  useful,  or  neces- 
ary  for  them,  and  request  the  same;  such  Monthly  or 
Quarterly  meetings  shall  have  a  discretionary  power 
o  give  or  refuse  such  copies,  according  to  the  circum- 
tances  and  motives  attending. 

After  a  complaint  against  a  member  is  entered  on 
he  minutes  of  a  meeting  for  discipline,  he  or  she 
should  not  be  permitted  to  sit  in  any  of  our  meetings 
or  discipline,  until  the  case  is  determined,  and  the 
neeting  satisfied. 

And  it  is  the  judgment  of  the  Yearly  meeting  that 
dders,  overseers,  and  others  concerned  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  discipline,  exercise  a  care  that  our  meet- 
ngs  for  business  be  kept  select,  not  permitting  those 
who  have  not  a  right  of  membership  among  us  to  sit 
n  those  meetings. 

It  is  directed,  that  a  suitable  number  of  Friends  be 
appointed  in  each  Monthly  meeting.  Representatives 
:o  attend  the  service  of  the  Quarterly  meetings,  with 
such  reports  in  writing,  signed  by  the  clerk,  as  may  be 
^iven  them  in  charge:  also,  that  at  least  four  Friends 
De  appointed,  for  the  like  service,  in  each  Quarterly 
meeting,  to  attend  the  Yearly  Meeting.  And  it  is 
earnestly  advised  and  desired,  that  all  Friends  who 
submit  to  these  important  services,  may  be  punctual 
in  their  attendance ;  or  if  prevented  by  sickness,  or 
any  other  unavoidable  occurrence,  that  they  may  be 
careful  to  send  information  thereof ;  also  that  those 
who  are  under  appointments  to  attend  meetings  as 
representatives,  do  not  withdraw  therefrom  before  the 
conclusion  of  such  meetings,  without  obtaining  the 
consent  thereof. 

It  is  also  directed,  that  Friends  keep  an  account  of 
such  sufferings  to  which  they  may  be  subjected  from  the 
world,  maintaining  those  testimonies  of  truth,  which 
we  believe  it  is  our  duty  peculiarly  to  bear:  and  that 
Monthly  meetings  use  suitable  endeavors  that  such 
accounts  may  be  collected  and  transmitted  to  the 
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Quarterly  meetings  ;  and  when  there  approved,  that 
Quarterly  meetings  forward  them  annually  to  the; 
Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

Children,  whose  parents  have  been  members  afterf 
marriage,  or  married  according  to  our  order,  and  one # 
of  them  disowned  before  the  birth  of  their  children, 
are  to  be  considered  as  members.  But  where  only; 
one  parent  shall  have  been  received ,  the  children  are 
not  to  be  considered  as  having  a  right  of  member-'11 
ship,  unless  their  parents  should  request  for  them,  in  11 
which  case  it  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  Monthly  meet-f 


ings. 
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If  any  member  of  our  religious  society  shall  discover  ^ 
so  much  weakness  of  mind  as  to  apply  to  those  called  ' 
jugglers,  or  fortune-tellers,  or  to  those  who  by  pre-P 
tending  to  any  art  or  skill  whatever  profess  a  knowl-  fa 
edge  of  future  events,  hidden  transactions,  or  where P 
things  lost  or  stolen  may  be  found  ;  or  if  any  of  our  f 
members  shall  use  or  pretend  to  such  art  or  skill ;  un-  f 
der  a  just  abhorren.ee  of  such  delusion,  it  is  directed 
that  they  be  speedily  treated  with,  and  if  they  do  not  Hi 
manifest  a  due  sense  of  their  evil  conduct,  that  they  |E 
be  disowned.  I 

A  committee  should  be  annually  appointed,  in  each  \ 
of  our  Quarterly  and  Monthly  meetings,  to  nominate  t 
Clerks  ;  which  may  afford  opportunity  for  their  being  !c 
seasonably  changed,  and  more  of  our  qualified  mem- 1 
bers  exercised  in  those  services.  | 

.  As  the  use  an(l  design  of  Preparative  meetings  are 
in  general,  to  digest  and  prepare  business,  as  occasion 
may  require,  which  may  be  proper  to  be  laid  before 
Monthly  meetings,  Friends  ought  to  be  careful  there-  : 
in,  not  to  occasion  unnecessary  delays,  or  undertake  f 
to  decide  on  any  business  which  properly  belongs  to  ] 
Monthly  meetings.  And  when  it  is  concluded  to  carry 
any  cases  forward ,  they  should  be  entered  in  writing, 
an.d  {^warded  by  direction  of  the  meeting,  by  some 
suitable  Friend  or  Friends  named  for  that  purpose,  or 
by  the  clerk,  to  the  Monthly  meeting :  proper  notes 
whereof  should  be  carefully  preserved  by  clerks  of 
Preparative  meetings.  J  v  ..  .  .  ■*  j 
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Friends  are  fervently  exhorted  to  watch  carefully 
it  pver  the  youth,  and  others  of  our  Society,  who  may 
m  pe  so  inclined,  to  prevent  them  by  affectionate  counsel 
and  brotherly  admonition,  from  frequenting  stage- 
ilj  plays,  horse-races,  music,  dancing,  and  other  vain 
yd  sports  and  amusements  ;  also,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
from  being  concerned  in  lotteries,  wagering,  or  any 
ji  iind  of  gaming  ;  it  being  abundantly  obvious,  that 
elji  those  practices  have  a  tendency  to  alienate  the  mind 
from  the  counsel  of  divine  wisdom — and  to  foster 
those  impure  dispositions  which  lead  to  debauchery  and 
wickedness.  If,  therefore,  any  of  our  members  fall 
into  any  of  these  practices,  and  cannot  be  prevailed 


el 


■e- 


with  by  private  labor  to  decline  them,  the  Monthly 
meetings  to  which  they  belong,  should  be  informed 
thereof,  and  if  they  cannot  be  reclaimed  by  further 
labor,  should  proceed  to  disown  them. 

It  being  obvious  that  the  public  entertainments,  and 
the  vain  and  ostentatious  processions  of  those  called 
r  Free  Masons,  are  altogether  inconsistent  with  our  re- 

(ligious  profession:  if  therefore  any  of  our  members 
shall  join  therein,  or  unite  in  membership  with  them, 
f  they  are  to  be  treated  with  as  in  other  cases  of  dis- 
,  orderly  conduct,  and  if  after  tender  admonition  and 
l  brotherly  labor  they  cannot  be  dissuaded  therefrom, 
they  are  to  be  disowned. 


LAW. 


[  H 

If  any  of  our  members  be  complained  of  for  with- 
,  holding  a  just  debt,  they  should  be  tenderly  urged  to 
,  payment ;  and  if  this  be  unavailing,  they  should  be 
treated  with  as  in  other  cases  of  disorderly  conduct; 
and  if  any  appear  unable  to  satisfy  their  creditors, 
jthey  should  be  advised  to  call  them  together  without 
'loss  of  time,  and  submit  the  state  of  their  affairs  to 
their  inspection;  when,  if  the  creditors  apprehend  a 
/surrender  of  the  debtor’s  effects  necessary,  they  ought 
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to  consent,  and  if  they  refuse  so  to  do,  the  Monthly 
meetings  of  which  they  are  members,  should  be  in¬ 
formed  ;  when,  if  the  party  still  persists  in  refusing, 
they  should  be  disowned  without  too  long  delay. 


I 


]  ICO 
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But,  if  any  in  such  difficult  circumstances,  manifest 
an  honest  intention,  and  shall  offer  their  all  to  their 
creditors,  without  preference,  let  compassion  and  aid 
be  extended  to  them  as  brethren,  and  objects  of  Chris¬ 
tian  charity;  having  done  what  they  could,  no  more, 
for  the  present  can  be  justly  expected  from  themitl 
Yet  it  is  the  judgment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  if  F 
persons  so  failing  in  their  circumstances  should  at  any  t| 
time  thereafter  be  favored  with  ability  to  pay  off  their  j 
deficiencies,  justice  will  require  it  of  them,  notwith¬ 
standing  a  composition  with,  and  legal  discharge  from 
their  creditors  may  have  been  obtained.  This  is  how¬ 
ever  not  meant  to  furnish  any  with  a  pretext  for  ad¬ 
vancing  such  claims,  while  persons  so  deficient  are 
honestly  laboring  to  retrieve  their  circumstances,  nor 
until  it  shall  clearly  appear  to  their  respective  Monthly 
meetings,  or  judicious  committees  thereof,  that  suffi¬ 
cient  ability  is  arrived  at ;  when,  if  they  be  requested 
to  comply,  and  persist  in  refusing,  the  said  meetings 
should  proceed  to  disown  them. 

Audit  is  the  judgment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that 
if  any  members  of  our  religious  society,  disregarding 
the  gospel  order  prescribed  by  our  Discipline,  shall 
arrest  or  sue  at  law  other  members,  (not  being  under 
such  a  necessity  so  to  do,  as  has  been  explained  un¬ 
der  article  Arbitration,)  they,  in  so  doing,  do  depart 
from  the  peaceable  principles  of  which  we  make  pro¬ 
fession  :  and  if  on  being  treated  with  by  the  Monthly 
meetings  to  which  they  belong,  they  cannot  be  pre¬ 
vailed  with  to  withdraw  the  suit,  and  pay  the  costs 
thereof,  they  should  be  disowned. 


MARRIAGES. 


It  is  affectionately  desired  by  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
that  all  young  or  unmarried  persons  in  membershfp 
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ivitli  us,  previously  to  their  making  any  procedure  in 
order  to  marriage,  do  seriously  and  humbly  wait  upon 
the  Lord  for  his  counsel  and  direction  in  this  important 
soncern  ;  and  when  favored  with  satisfactory  clearness 
Itherein,  they  should  early  acquaint  their  parents  or 
guardians  with  their  intentions,  and  wait  for  their  con¬ 
sent  :  thus,  preservation  from  the  dangerous  bias  of 
forward  and  uncertain  affections,  would  be  experienced, 
:to  the  real  benefit  of  the  parties,  and  the  comfort  of 
their  friends.  And  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to 
Friends,  that  they  tenderly  and  carefully  watch  over 
the  youth,  and  extend  seasonable  caution  and  admo¬ 
nition,  relative  to  this  interesting  subject,  as  occasion 
may  require. 

A  single  person  about  to  marry  at  a  distance  from 
home,  is  to  procure  from  the  Monthly  meeting  to 
which  he  belongs  a  certificate  of  his  right  of  member¬ 
ship,  and  clearness  from  any  other  person  in  respect 
to  marriage  engagements  ;  and,  in  applying  for  such 
certificate,  the  name  of  the  woman  should  be  given  to 
the  Monthly  meeting.  He  should  also  obtain  the  con¬ 
sent  of  his  parents  or  guardians  therein  ;  and  none 
are  to  be  permitted  to  join  themselves  in  marriage  un¬ 
til  such  certificates  are  received,  and  the  consent  of 
their  parents  or  guardians  thereto,  be  also  signified, 
in  person  or  by  writing,  where  it  is  practicable,  or  can 
be  reasonably  obtained.  But  as  there  is  tenderness 
due  to  children  and  wards,  as  well  as  to  parents  and 
guardians,  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  marriages 
are  to  be  prohibited,  on  account  of  improper  objec¬ 
tions  on  the  part  of  the  latter ;  but  that  Monthty  meet¬ 
ings  exercise  righteous  judgment  in  such  cases. 

No  Monthly  meeting  is  to  permit  any  marriage  to 
be  proposed  therein  sooner  than  one  year  after  the 
decease  of  a  former  husband  or  wife. 

Marriage  between  a  man  and  his  deceased  wife’s 
,  sister,  or  between  a  woman  and  her  deceased  husband’s 
brother,  not  being,  in  the  opinion  and  feeling  of  many 
concerned  Friends,  of  good  savor  and  report,  it  is  ad¬ 
vised  that  the  indulgence  of  such  feelings  and  conduct 
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as  are  likely  to  lead  to  that  result,  be  guarded  against 
in  due  season. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  being  tender  concerning  mar-  !j 
riage,  desires  that  no  misdemeanor  be  treasured  up  t 
against  a  person,  until  the  time  of  presenting  mar-  c 
riage  to  the  meeting,  and  then  disclosed,  though  per-  ! 
haps  long  before  done  and  known,  to  those  who  so 
object  to  it  at  that  time,  which  being  a  wrong  thing,  ( 
should  be  checked  and  prohibited  in  all  meetings.  t 

It  is  recommended  that  according  to  the  ancient  i 
and  decent  practice  amongst  Friends,  they  take  care  i 
that  such  men  and  women  Friends  as  make  or  receive  i 
proposals  of  marriage,  do  not  dwell  in  the  same  house,  :i 
from  the  commencement  of  such  concern  until  the 
marriage  is  accomplished  :  that  no  grounds  may  be 
furnished  for  evil  reports  or  surmises,  but  our  holy  pro¬ 
fession  be  maintained  unsullied  in  the  view  of  men. 

No  marriages  are  to  be  accomplished  in,  or  imme-  ! 
diately  after,  any  of  our  Monthly  meetings,  or  other 
meetings  of  business.  And  it  is  desired,  that  on  these 
occasions,  Friends  in  affluent  circumstances,  particu¬ 
larly,  may  be  careful  to  set  a  becoming  and  encour¬ 
aging  example  of  moderation ;  avoiding  unnecessarily 
expensive  entertainments,  and  large  companies.  (How  1 
much  better  would  such  superfluous  expense  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  poor,)  and 
especially  guarding  against  inviting  such  as  guests 
who  are  not  likely  to  conform  to  the  order  of  our 
religious  society. 

Let  such  of  our  members  be  admonished,  as  keep 
company  in  order  for  marriage,  with  persons  not  of 
our  Society,  or  with  any  bound  servants  or  apprentices, 
without  the  leave  of  their  masters  or  mistresses ;  or 
who  are  either  present  themselves,  or  consent  to  their 
children’s  being  present  at  marriages  performed  by 
a  priest.  And  where  any  are  present  at  the  marriage, 
or  marriage  entertainment  of  a  member,  accomplished 
contrary  to  our  order,  they  are  to  be  treated  with, 
and  where  they  connot  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  their 
error,  let  them  be  disowned. 
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Where  parents  or  guardians  have  approved  the 
visits  or  addresses  of  a  man  (a  member  of  our  reli¬ 
gious  society)  to  any  of  their  children  or  those  under 
their  care,  they  ought  not  to  retract  the  same,  with¬ 
out  giving  such  reasons  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the 
Monthly  meeting  whereto  they  belong. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  Marriage,  the  following 
order  is  to  to  be  observed :  The  parties  are  to  inform 
the  men’s  and  women’s  Monthly  meeting,  in  writing, 
under  their  hands,  that  they  intend  marriage  with 
each  other.  The  notice  should  be  minuted  in  each 
meeting,  and  two  women  Friends  are  to  be  apppoint- 
ed  to  make  inquiry  respecting  the  woman,  and  if  the 
parties  are  both  members  of  the  same  meeting,  two 
men  Friends  should  also  be  appointed  to  make  inquiry 
respecting  the  clearness  of  the  man,  in  regard  to  any 
other  marriage  engagements,  if  the  parties  have 
parents  or  guardians,  their  consent  should  be  ex¬ 
pressed,  or  produced  in  writing;  or  if  the  man  be  a 
member  of  another  Monthly  meeting,  the  consent  of 
his  parents,  if  he  have  any,  should  be  produced  in 
i  writing,  either  then  or  at  the  next  meeting,  with  a 
certificate  from  his  Monthly  meeting  of  his  clearness 
from  other  like  engagements. 

If  the  woman  be  a  widow,  having  children,  two  or 
more  Friends  should  be  appointed,  in  the  meeting  of 
1  which  she  is  a  member,  to  see  that  the  rights  of  her 
children  be  legally  secured. 

At  the  next  meeting,  if  the  committees  report  that 
careful  inquiry  has  been  made,  and  no  obstruction  to 
the  further  proceedings  of  the  parties  appear,  the 
meetings  are  then  to  leave  them  at  liberty  to  accom¬ 
plish  their  marriage  according  to  our  rules,  and  ap¬ 
point  two  Friends  of  each  sex,  to  attend  and  see  that 
good  order  is  observed. 

Marriages  are  to  be  solemnized  at  the  usual  week¬ 
day  meetings  for  worship,  and  at  the  meeting  house 
to  which  the  woman  belongs. 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  said  meeting,  the 
parties  are  to  stand  up,  and  taking  each  other  by  the 
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hand,  are  to  declare  in  an  audible  and  solemn  manner 
to  the  following  effect :  the  man  first,  viz.  “  Friends, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  before  this  assembly,  U 
I  take  D.  E.  to  be  my  wife;  promising  with  divine 
assistance,  to  be  unto  her  a  loving  and  faithful  husband, !  j, 
until  death  shall  separate  us  and  then  the  woman  i® 
in  like  manner:  “  Friends,  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  [  J 
and  before  this  assembly,  I  take  A.  B.  to  be  my  hus-;u 
band ;  promising,  with  divine  assistance,  to  be  unto ; 
him  a  loving  and  faithful  wife,  until  death  shall  sepa- , 

rate  us.”  k 

The  marriage  certificate  is  then  to  be  audibly  read  » 
by  some  proper  person,  the  express  names  and  descrip-  j 
tion  of  the  parties  being  first  inserted.  They  are  then  j 
to  sign  the  same  :  the  man  first,  then  the  woman,  * 
adopting  the  name  of  her  husband  :  then  the  relatives 
and  such  others  present  as  are  disposed  to  subscribe 
their  names  as  witnesses. 

It  is  further  directed,  that  the  said  marriage  be  ac¬ 
complished  decently,  gravely,  and  weightily,  and  that 
the  parties  themselves,  their  parents  and  others  con¬ 
cerned,  do  take  care,  at  the  houses  or  places  where  they 
go,  after  the  solemnization  is  over,  that  no  reproach 
arise,  or  occasion  of  offense  be  given,  by  any  intem¬ 
perate  or  immoderate  feasting  or  drinking,  or  by  any 
unseemly,  wanton,  or  rude  discourses  or  actions;  but 
that  all  behave  with  such  sobriety  as  becomes  a  people 
fearing  God;  and  that  the  company  retire  to  their  homes 
in  seasonable  time.  And  if  anything  to  the  contrary 
be  observed,  the  overseers,  or  other  concerned  Friends 
present,  ought  as  speedily  as  they  conveniently  can,  to 
take  such  aside  who  make  any  breach  upon  good  order, 
and  in  an  affectionate  manner  admonish  them  to  a 
better  behaviour;  and  the  said  overseers  are  to  make 
report  to  the  Monthly  meeting,  whether  good  order  has 
been  observed,  and  take  care  that  the  Marriage  Certi¬ 
ficate  be  returned,  in  order  to  be  recorded. 

The  form  of  which  Certificate  shall  be  as  follows: 
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t  Whereas,  A.  B.  of -  in  the  county  of - ,  in  the  state  of 

,  * - son  of  C.  and  H.  B.  of - ;  and  D.  E.  daughter  of  F.  and  G.  E.  of 

■' - having  declared  their  intentions  of  marriage  with  each  other,  before  a 

'i  Monthly  meeting  of  the  religious  society  of  Friends,  held  at  - 

g  ( where  the  parties  are  under  the  care  of  parents  or  guardians,  unless  in  the 

I  case  of  unreasonable  objections,  add)  and  having  consent  of  parents  or 
guardians  concerned,  (as  the  case  may  be)  their  proposals  of  mar- 

II  riage  were  allowed  by  said  meeting.  These  are  to  certify  whom  it 
]  may  concern,  that  for  the  full  accomplishment  of  their  said  intentions, 

!  this -  day  of  the -  month,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord - ,  the^, 

■'  the  said  A.  B.  and  D.  E.  appeared  in  a  public  meeting  of  the  said 

people,  held  at  * - aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  A.  B.  taking  the  said  D.  E. 

t.  by  the  hand,  declared  that  he  took  her  to  be  his  wife,  promising,  with 
divine  assistance,  to  be  unto  her  a  loving  and  faithful  husband,  until 
death  should  separate  them  :  and  then  the  said  D.  E.  did  in  like  man¬ 
ner  declare,  that  she  took  him  the  said  A.  B.  to  be  her  husband,  prom- 
j.  ising,  with  divine  assistance,  to  be  unto  him  a  loving  and  faithful 
wife,  until  death  should  separate  them.  And  moreover,  they,  the  said 
A.  B.  and  D.  E.  (she  according  to  the  custom  of  marriage  adopting  the 
1  name  of  her  husband)  did,  as  a  further  confirmation  thereof,  then  and 
there,  to  these  presents  set  their  hands.  A.  B. 

D.  B. 
it 

And  we,  whose  names  are  also  hereunto  subscribed,  being  present  at 
the  solemnization  of  the  said  marriage  have,  as  witnesses  thereto,  set 
our  hands  the  day  and  year  above  written. 


1- 

1* 
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It  is  the  judgment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  that  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  Society  cannot,  consistently  with  our  relig¬ 
ious  profession,  avail  themselves  of  any  legal  privi¬ 
lege  in  dissolving  the  marriage  contract. 

That  the  marriages  of  persons  too  nearly  related 
may,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  be  prevented,  it  is  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  that  no  marriage  be¬ 
tween  any  so  near  as  first  cousins,  nor  the  children  of 
half  brothers  or  half  sisters,  shall  be  permitted  among 
us. 


In  relation  therefore  to  this  interesting  testimony,  it 
is  the  affectionate  desire  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that 
where  there  is  occasion  to  apprehend  that  any  of  our 
members  are  likely  to  join  in  marriage  with  persons 
thus  related,  or  with  those  who  are  not  in  membership 
with  us;  or  that  any  are  about  to  depart  from  our  de¬ 
liberate,  fair,  and  honorable  order  of  marriage,  by 
which  that  right  which  belongs  to  Society  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  clearness  of  the  parties,  relative  to  the  con- 
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sent  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  as  also  the  further: 
necessary  inquiry,  how  far  such  individuals  are  clear  ofi 
other  marriage  engagements,  and  of  all  clandestine1 
proceedings  whatever,  together  with  that  particular 
and  religious  mode  of  accomplishing  marriage,  estab¬ 
lished  by  us,  under  the  influence  of  divine  wisdom,  are. 
wholly  avoided  and  disregarded,  that  elders,  overseers, s 
and  other  religiously  concerned  Friends,  considering  it 
as  a  duty,  be  engaged  to  take  early  opportunities  for  ad¬ 
vising  and  admonishing  them  against  such  procedure, 
(at  least  two  Friends  uniting  in  such  service;)  but  should: 
the  party  or  parties  depart  from  our  well  known  and; 
established  order,  their  right  of  membership  in  our: 
Society,  is  thereupon  to  cease;  and  Monthly  meetings 
are  to  be  informed  thereof,  through  the  Overseers  and  * 
Preparative  meeting,  and  make  a  record  thereof,  and  to 
endeavor  to  have  the  party  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  minute  in  the  case,  properly  signed  by  the  clerk. 
But  if  such  should  afterwards  incline  to  return  to  ; 
Society,  they  may  be  received,  upon  their  application, 
in  the  same  manner  as  convinced  persons  who  had  not 
before  been  members. 

And  if  any  parents  or  guardians  consent  to,  or  pro-  j 
mote  the  marriage  of  their  children  and  those  under  i 
their  care,  (members  of  Society,)  contrary  to  our  estab-  i 
lished  order;  if  after  brotherly  labor  has  been  extended 
to  them,  they  cannot  be  brought  to  a  due  sense  of  their  i 
error,  and  make  a  satisfactory  acknowledgment  for 
the  same,  Monthly  meetings  are  authorized  to  disown  i 
them.  \ 

It  is  further  recommended,  that  parents  exercise  a  \ 
religious  care  in  watching  over  their  children,  and  t 
endeavor  to  guard  them  against  improper  or  unequal 
connections  in  marriage :  that  they  be  not  anxious  to 
obtain  for  them  large  portions  and  settlements,  but  that 
they  be  joined  to  persons  of  religious  inclinations, 
suitable  dispositions,  and  diligence  in  their  business; 

which  are  necessary  to  a  comfortable  life  in  a  married 
state. 

The  increase  of  the  breaches  of  our  testimony,  in 
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going  from  amongst  us  in  the  weighty  engagement  of 
marriage,  being,  we  fear,  often  for  want  of  due  care  in 
parents,  and  those  who  have  the  important  charge  of 
educating  youth,  early  to  admonish  and  instruct  them 
in  the  principles  of  truth,  and  impress  their  minds  with 
the  duty  of  religiously  observing  them;  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible  restraining  them  from  such  company  as  will  be 
likely  to  entangle  their  affections  improperly;  we  there¬ 
fore  tenderly  exhort  Friends  in  all  quarters  to  increase 
their  care  over  the  youth,  that  the  consistency  of  our 
principles  in  all  respects  with  the  nature  of  true  reli¬ 
gion,  maybe  impressed  on  theirtender  minds, by  upright 
examples,  as  well  as  by  precepts;  and  that  where  there 
is  apparent  danger  of  the  affections  of  any  being  im¬ 
properly  entangled,  and  the  care  of  parents  or  guard¬ 
ians,  or  those  who  have  the  oversight  of  them,  appears 
not  sufficient  to  prevent  their  taking  imprudent  steps 
in  the  accomplishment  of  marriage,  care  be  taken, 
timely,  to  apply  for  the  assistance  of  their  Friends. 

Marriage  being  a  divine  ordinance,  and  a  solemn 
engagement  for  term  of  life,  is  of  great  importance  to 
our  peace  and  well-being  in  this  world,  and  may  also 
prove  of  no  small  consequence  respecting  our  state  in 
that  which  is  to  come;  yet  it  is  often  too  inconsiderately 
entered  into,  and  upon  motives  inconsistent  with  the 
evident  intention  of  that  unerring  wisdom  by  which 
it  was  primarily  ordained:  which  was  for  the  mutual 
assistance  and  comfort  of  both  sexes,  in  spiiituals  and 
temporals,  that  their  endeavors  might  be  united  for  the 
education  of  their  children  in  the  nurture  and  admon¬ 
ition  of  the  Lord;  and  for  the  discharge  of  their  duty 
in  their  various  allotments  in  the  world. 

Marriage  implies  union,  as  well  in  spiritual  as  tem¬ 
poral  concerns.  Whilst  the  parties  differ  in  religion, 
they  stand  disunited  in  the  main  point;  even  that  which 
should  increase  and  confirm  their  mutual  happiness, 
and  render  them  meet-helps  and  blessings  to  each  other. 
Where  it  is  otherwise,  the  reciprocal  obligation  into 
which  they  have  entered,  becomes  their  burden;  and 
the  more  so,  as  it  may  not  be  of  a  short  duration. 


56 


MEETING  HOUSES. 


Whatever  felicity  they  might  have  flattered  themselves 
with  in  the  beginning,  they  have  found  themselves  dis¬ 
appointed  of  by  the  daily  uneasiness  accompanying 
their  minds,  and  embittering  their  enjoyments. 

The  perplexed  situation  of  the  offspring  of  such  alli  j 
ances,  is  also  to  be  lamented:  attached  by  nature  to 
both  parents,  their  confusion  often  renders  them  unfixed 
in  principle,  and  unsettled  in  practice ;  or  if,  as  it. 
usual,  the  sons  attach  themselves  to  the  father,  and  thcj 
daughters  to  the  mother,  brothers  and  sisters  are  trained 
up  in  lines  of  conduct  diverse  from,  and  in  some  instant 
ces  opposite  to  each  other;  thus  differing  in  principle* 
they  are  frequently  divided  in  aflection,  and  though  sc? 
nearly  related,  are  sometimes  at  the  greatest  distance, 
from  that  love  and  harmony  which  ought  continually 
to  subsist  between  them. 

To  prevent  falling  into  these  disagreeable  and  dis-; 
orderly  engagements,  it  is  requisite  to  beware  of  the 
paths  that  lead  to  them — the  sordid  interests  and  en-t 
snaiing  friendships  of  the  world,  the  contaminating 
pleasures  and  idle  pastimes  of  earthly  minds;  also  the 
various  solicitations  and  incentives  of  festivity  and 
dissipation.  Let  our  dear  youth  likewise  avoid  the  toe 
frequent  and  too  familiar  converse  with  those  from 
whom  may  arise  a  danger  of  entanglement,  by  their 

a  luring  the  passions  and  drawing  the  affections  after 
them. 


For  want  of  due  watchfulness  and  obedience  to  the 
convictions  of  divine  grace  in  their  consciences,  mao 
amongst  us  have  wounded  their  own  souls,  distressed 
their  friends,  injured  their  families,  and  done  great  dis- 
service  to  the  church,  by  their  unequal  connections 
which  have  proved  an  inlet  to  much  degeneracy,  and 
mournfully  affected  the  minds  of  those  who  labor  under 
a  living  concern  for  the  good  of  all,  and  the  prosperity 
of  truth  upon  earth.  1  1  } 
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Quarterly  and  Monthly  meetings  are  directed  to 
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make  timely  and  careful  inspection  into  the  situation 
of  the  titles  of  meeting  houses,  and  burial  grounds ; 

;  and  other  estates  which  have  been  vested  in  trustees, 
and  by  them  held  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Society 
at  large,  or  of  any  of  those  meetings;  so  that  if  it 
should  appear  needful,  by  the  death  of  any  such  trus¬ 
tees,  or  otherwise,  due  and  seasonable  care  may  be 
taken  to  appoint  some  others  to  the  trust;  that  future 
difficulties  and  the  risk  of  being  deprived  of  such 
estates  may  be  avoided.  And  it  is  further  directed 
that  Quarterly  and  Monthly  meetings  respectively,  as 
ithe  case  may  require,  keep  exact  records  of  all  such 
'trusts  and  conveyances  and  see  that  the  same  be  duly 
recordedin  the  County  Record,  as  required  by  law;  and 
also  that  a  clear  and  regular  account  be  kept  by  each 
respective  meeting,  of  the  place  where,  and  the  per¬ 
sons  with  whom,  the  papers,  minutes,  and  records  be¬ 
longing  to  our  religious  society,  are  from  time  to  time 
deposited;  wherein  due  care  should  be  taken  to  lodge 
"them  with  suitable  Friends. 

|[it7  , 

I  MEETING  FOR  SUFFERINGS. 

§& ' 

In  order  that  the  Yearly  Meeting,  with  its  several 
branches,  might  be  properly  represented,  during  the 
recess  thereof,  a  meeting  has  been  instituted  by  the 
name  of  the  “  Meeting  for  Sufferings ,”  or  Meeting  repre¬ 
senting  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  its  recess ,  which  is  to  con¬ 
sist  of  twenty-six  Friends,  appointed  by  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  and  four  Friends  appointed  by  each  of  the 
Quarterly  meetings;  who  are  to  meet  at  Whitewater 
meeting  house,  in  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  at  three 
o’clock  on  Third-day  preceding  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
and  at  ten  o’clock  on  Fifth-day  preceding  the  first 
Seventh-day  in  the  Sixth  month  ;  but  the  said  meeting 
is  privileged  to  sit  on  its  own  adjournments,  or  to 
call  a  special  meeting  whenever  four  members  shall 
judge  it  necessary;  and  is  to  be  subject  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  rules  : 
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I.  The  said  meeting  shall  keep  fair  minutes  of  all  jii 
its  proceedings,  and  annually  lay  them  before  the  I 
Yearly  Meeting. 

II.  No  less  number  than  twelve  of  the  members  t 

attending,  shall  constitute  a  meeting,  capable  of  trans-  i 
acting  business.  !i 

III.  On  all  occasions  of  uncommon  importance,  i 

when  a  call  is  made,  previous  notice  thereof  shall  be 
given  or  sent  to  all  the  members,  if  practicable.  |c 

IY.  In  case  the  decease  of  any  member,  or  mem-  ( 
bers,  appointed  either  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  or  Quar-  ( 
terly  meetings,  should  not  be  immediately  supplied — 
or  of  any  losing  their  usefulness,  or  becoming  disquali-'l 
tied  ;  or  declining  or  greatly  neglecting  their  atten- ’ 
dance,  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings^  should  notify  said  i 
meeting,  or  meetings,  thereof,  in  order  that  the  places 
of  those  may  be  supplied  by  new  apppointments. 

Y.  The  said  meeting  is  not  to  adopt  any  article  of  j 
faith  or  discipline,  which  has  not  been  determined  by 
the  Yearly  Meeting.  ji 

The  further  services  confided  to  the  said  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  are  :  1, 

1.  In  general  to  represent  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  to 
appear  on  its  behalf,  in  cases  where  the  interest  or  rep-  r 
utation  of  our  religious  society  may  render  it  needful.1 

2.  To  take  the  oversight  and  inspection  of  all  writ- 1 
ings  offered  for  inspection,  proposed  to  be  printed,  ex- : 
planatory  of  our  religious  principles  or  testimonies ; 
and  to  promote  or  suppress  the  same  at  their  discre¬ 
tion  ,  also  to  print  and  distribute  any  writings  already 
published  by  the  Society,  or  which  may  be  offered  for  j 
inspection  as  aforesaid,  and  approved.  And  in  all ! 
cases  where  expenses  are  incurred,  in  the  execution  of 
the  duties  assigned  them,  they  are  authorized  to  draw  on  i 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  such  sums  as 
may  be  necessary. 

3.  To  inspect  and  ascertain  titles  to  lands,  or  other 
estates  belonging  to  any  of  our  meetings  ;  also  to  at-  \ 
tend  to  the  appropriation  of  charitable  legacies  and  I 
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donations  ;  or  to  give  such  advice  respecting  the  same 
as  may  appear  necessary. 

4.  To  receive  from  the  several  Quarterly  meetings 
their  annual  accounts  of  sufferings,  and  also  such  Me¬ 
morials  concering  deceased  Friends,  as  those  meetings 
may  have  concurred  in :  that  when  examined  and 
approved,  they  may  be  laid  before  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

5.  To  extend  such  advice  and  assistance,  to  any  in¬ 
dividuals  under  sufferings  for  our  testimonies,  as  their 
■cases  may  require  ;  and,  if  necessary,  to  apply  to  the 
Government,  or  persons  in  authority,  on  their  behalf. 

6.  To  correspond  with  such  other  Meetings  for  Suf¬ 
ferings,  as  are  or  may  be  established  by  any  other 
■Yearly  Meeting  of  our  religious  Society,  on  the  com- 
Imon  concerns  of  the  Society. 

I' 

It  is  the  judgment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  a 
’Monthly  or  Quarterly  meeting,  or  committee  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  should  not  petition  or  memorialize 
Congress,  or  a  Legislature,  in  the  name  of  the  Society, 
— but  that  if  any  necessity  require,  in  any  case  of 
emergency,  a  meeting  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
should  be  called,  to  which  the  subject  of  petition  should 
be  presented,  and  in  the  recess  of  the  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing,  full  powers  are  conferred  on  the  Meeting  for  Suf¬ 
ferings  to  act,  as  in  their  judgment  the  case  may 
require. 

Approved  ministers,  and  members  of  any  other 
iMeeting  for  Sufferings,  corresponding  with  this,  may 
also  be  permitted  to  attend  its  sittings,  when  they  are 
so  inclined. 
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It  is  directed  that  those  who  come  late  to  meetings, 
or,  when  there,  fall  asleep,  or  are  restless,  or  do  not 
stay  in  the  meeting,  but  go  forth  unnecessarily,  or  other¬ 
wise  demean  themselves  unbecoming  our  holy  profess¬ 
ion,  on  these  solemn  occasions,  be  tenderly  treated  with 
and  seasonably  admonished  ;  and  that  Friends  who 
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are  exercised  in  the  Discipline,  pay  early  attention,  in 
the  love  of  the  gospel,  to  such  as  neglect  their  duty 
in  attending  our  Meetings  for  Worship.  A  wilful  ne¬ 
glect  in  this  important  duty,  being  a  manifest  evidence 
of  ingratitude  to  the  divine  Author  of  all  our  mercies, 
and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  primitive  believers 
in  Christ,  and  our  religious  testimony — it  is  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  Monthly  meetings, 
after  having  fully  discharged  their  duty  toward  such, 
and  finding  their  endeavors  to  reclaim  them  ineffect¬ 
ual,  should  testify  our  disunity  with  them. 

It  is  the  fervent  concern  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  to 
press  upon  the  consideration  of  our  members,  the  aw¬ 
ful  duty  of  pure  and  spiritual  worship.  It  is  not  enough 
that,  after  the  example  of  our  forefathers,  we  meet 
together  in  one  place,  in  outward  silence;  rejecting 
those  forms  and  ceremonies  which  were  invented  by 
the  wisdom  of  man,  as  well  as  that  worship  which  is 
performed  only  in  his  will ;  it  is  not  enough  that  with 
a  commendable  diligence,  we  attend  all  our  religious 
meetings  ;  unless  also,  like  them,  we  wait  in  humble 
reverence  for  spiritual  ability  to  worship  acceptably 
the  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth.  May  we,  therefore, 
humbly  and  diligently  wait  in  the  spirit  of  our  minds, 
for  the  coming  of  Him  who  told  his  disciples,  “  without 
me,  ye  can  do  nothing  that  we  may  experience  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  His  spirit,  to  enlighten  and  quicken  the  soul 
to  a  true  sight  of  its  condition  ;  that  feeling  the  spirit 
of  supplication,  we  may  approach  the  throne  of  grace  ; 
and  under  a  renewed  sense  of  the  Father’s  mercy  and 
goodness,  may  be  enabled  to  offer  the  tribute  of  wor¬ 
ship,  and  the  sacrifice  of  praise. 

This  is  the  important  purpose  of  our  assembling  to¬ 
gether  in  silence  :  and  though  at  times  there  may  be 
amongst  us  but  little  instrumental  ministry,  or  even 
none,  let  not  this  produce  any  abatement  of  diligence 
in  the  duty.  Instrumental  ministry,  in  the  life  and 
power  of  the  gospel,  is  a  great  favor  to  the  church ; 
but  the  distinguishing  excellence  of  the  Christian  dis¬ 
pensation,  is  the  immediate  communication  with  our 
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Heavenly  Father,  through  the  inward  revelation  of 
the  spirit  of  Christ.  May,  therefore,  the  deportment 
of  our  members,  while  engaged  in  this  most  solemn 
duty,  be  such  as  to  demonstrate  that  they  are  earnest 
in  the  great  duty  of  waiting  upon,  and  worshipping  God, 
in  spirit ;  that  serious  and  tender-hearted  inquirers 
may  be  encouraged  to  come  and  partake,  in  our  assem¬ 
blies,  of  that  inward  and  spiritual  refreshment  and 
consolation,  which  the  Lord  is  graciously  pleased  to 
impart  to  the  souls  of  such  as  are  humble  in  his  sight, 
and  approach  his  holy  presence  with  reverence  and 
i  fear.  < 

It  is  further  directed,  that  Friends  keep  their  chil¬ 
dren,  and  such  (members)  as  are  under  their  care,  to  a 
constant,  seasonable,  and  orderly  attendance  of  meet¬ 
ings,  both  on  First-days,  and  other  days  of  the  week, 
instructing  them  agreeably  to  the  ability  received,  to 
wait  in  stillness  upon  the  Lord,  that  they  may  receive 
a  portion  of  his  spiritual  favor,  and  from  the  tendering 
virtue  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  may  be  engaged,  in  heart 
and  mind,  to  walk  worthy  of  so  great  grace  and  in  a 
holy  zeal  for  his  honor,  submit  to  bear  the  cross,  en¬ 
dure  the  shame,  and  become  dedicated  witnesses  for 
him  among  men. 

As  the  appearance  of  drowsiness  in  our  religious 
meetings  is  offensive,  and  may  be  a  cause  of  stum¬ 
bling  to  such  sober  inquirers  as  come  among  us,  Friends 
are  earnestly  exhorted  to  strive  against  it,  that  no  ap¬ 
pearance  thereof  may  be  seen  in  our  assemblies  ;  and 
if  any  give  way  to  it,  (as  indulgence  therein  must  ne¬ 
cessarily  have  a  disqualifying  influence,)  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  Quarterly,  Monthly,  and 
other  meetings,  be  cautious  of  employing  such  mem¬ 
bers,  in  the  weighty  services  of  Discipline. 

MEMORIALS. 

To  commemorate  the  lives  of  the  righteous,  is  a  trib¬ 
ute  due  to  their  memory  ;  and  may  prove  an  incentive 
to  the  living  to  follow  after  their  virtues.  If,  therefore, 
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any  Monthly  meeting  should,  upon  solid  consideration,  f 
believe  that  it  would  be  profitable  to  prepare  a  Memo-  I- 
rial  concerning  a  deceased  member,  such  Memorial  is  ! - 
to  be  sent  to  the  respective  Quarterly  meeting,  where  1 
it  is  to  be  further  considered ;  and  if  approved,  is  from  ai 
thence  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  ^ 
in  order  for  inspection  and  approbation,  previous  to  its 
being  laid  before  the  Yearly  Meeting.  1 

It  is  also  required,  that  Quarterly  and  Monthly  meet-  ® 
ings  furnish  the  Yearly  Meeting,  annually,  with  an  d1 
account  of  the  decease  of  such  of  their  members,  in  ai 
the  station  of  ministers  or  elders,  as  have  occurred  11 
within  the  year.  jpi 

n 

is; 

MINISTERS  AND  ELDERS, 

:a 

AND  ,0 

MEETINGS  OF  MINISTERS  AND  ELDERS. 

Persuaded  as  we  are,  that  gospel  ministry  is  not  of  ti 
man,  but  by  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,  agreeably  ]® 
to  that  apostolic  charge — “As  every  man  hath  received 
“the  gift,  even  so  minister  the  same  one  to  another,  ,P 
“  as  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.  If  f 
“  any  man  speak,  let  him  speak  as  the  oracles  of  God  ;  f 
“  if  any  man  minister,  let  him  do  it  as  of  the  ability  i 
“  which  God  giveth  ;  that  God  in  all  things  may  be  glo-  ? 
“  rifled  through  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom  be  praise  and  1 
“  dominion  forever  and  ever.  Amen.”  (1  Peter,  iv.  10,  t 
11.)  Holding  it  therefore  to  be  a  doctrine  truly  chris-  i 
tian,  that  the  spirit  of  God  is  the  foundation  of  all  true 
knowledge  in  relation  to  that  duty  which  we  owe  to  < 
him,  and  one  to  another,  we  earnestly  exhort,  that  1 
those  amongst  us  who  apprehend  that  they  are  called 
to  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  may,  in  their  public  ser-  1 
vices  especially,  attend  closely  to  their  several  and 
peculiar  gifts,  waiting  for  that  divine  ability  by  which 
they  may  faithfully  and  availingly  minister  the  word. 

We  also  desire  with  earnest  solicitude,  that  those 
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vho  are  placed  in  the  very  important  department  of 
Elders  in  the  church,  may  evince  a  correspondent  qual¬ 
ification  rightly  to  judge  of  the  ministry,  and  manifest 
\  concern  for  the  support  of  our  religious  testimonies, 
and  the  preservation  of  our  discipline,  as  well  as  for 
the  advancement  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

Ministers  and  Elders  thus  united,  become  mutually 
aseful  to  each  other  ;  and  are  as  nursing  fathers  and 
mothers  in  the  church  ;  particularly  to  those  who  are 
^oung  in  the  ministry  :  for  this  class  we  earnestly 
desire,  that  they  may,  with  all  care  and  diligence,  be 
advised  and  admonished  ;  and,  if  occasion  appear,  re¬ 
proved  in  a  tender  and  christain  spirit ;  let  them  also 
be  exhorted  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures  diligently,  and 
earnestly  to  seek  the  mind  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  to 
open  the  mysteries  contained  in  them.  Ministers  thus 
abiding  in  a  simple  and  patient  submission  to  the  will 
of  God,  and  keeping  down  to  the  openings  of  divine  life 
in  themselves,  may  witness  a  growth  in  their  gifts;  and 
will  also  be  preserved  from  extending  their  declara¬ 
tions  further  than  they  find  the  power  of  truth  to  ac¬ 
company  them. 

If  any,  in  the  course  of  their  ministry,  shall  misap¬ 
ply,  or  draw  unsound  inferences,  or  wrong  conclu¬ 
sions  from  the  text,  or  shall  misbehave  themselves  in 
point  of  conduct  or  conversation,  let  them  be  admon¬ 
ished  in  love  and  tenderness,  by  the  elders  or  overseers 
where  they  live  ;  and  if  they  prove  refractory,  and  re¬ 
fuse  to  acknowledge  their  faults,  they  must  be  further 
treated  with,  in  the  wisdom  of  truth,  as  the  case  may 
require. 

As  the  occasion  of  our  religious  meetings  is  solemn, 
a  care  should  be  maintained  to  guard  against  any 
thing  that  would  tend  to  disorder  or  confusion  therein. 
When  any  think  they  have  aught  against  what  is  pub¬ 
licly  delivered,  they  should  speak  to  the  party  privately; 
and  if  any  shall  oppose  a  Minister,  in  his  or  her  preach¬ 
ing  or  exhortation  :  or  keep  on  the  hat,  or  show  any 
remarkable  dislike  to  such  when  engaged  in  prayer,  let 
them  be  speedily  admonished  in  such  manner  as  may 
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be  requisite,  unless  the  ministry  of  the  person  against 
whom  the  uneasiness  is  expressed,  has  been  disap¬ 
proved  by  the  Monthly  meeting. 

In  every  Monthly  meeting  two  or  more  Friends,  of 
each  sex,  are  to  be  selected  to  sit  with  the  ministers, 
and  they  together,  are  to  compose  a  meeting,  to  be  de¬ 
nominated  a  “  Preparative  Meeting  of  Ministers  and 
Elders .”  Care  should  be  taken  that  those  chosen  for 
the  service  be  prudent,  discreet  Friends,  and  that  they 
duly  discharge  the  trust  confided  to  them. 

When  there  is  occasion  for  the  appointment  of  one 
or  more  Elders  in  any  meeting,  the  nomination  of  a 
Friend  or  Friends  for  that  station  should  take  place  in 
the  Preparative  meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  and, 
when  concurred  in,  the  proposition  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  Quarterly  meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  by 
which,  if  united  in,  it  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Pre¬ 
parative  meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  which  may 
then  introduce  the  proposition  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Monthly  meeting  of  men  Friends,  if  the  case  be 
that  of  a  man,  and  to  the  women,  if  the  person  be  a 
female,  where  the  subject  is  to  be  considered,  and  if 
united  with,  by  both  men’s  and  women’s  meetings,  they 
are  to  be  appointed,  and  information  given  to  the  Pre¬ 
parative  meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  and  by  them 
forwarded  to  the  Quarterly  meeting  of  Ministers  and 
Elders. 

Certificates  of  removal  are  not  to  convey  the  rights 
of  Elders,  but  the  division  of  a  Monthly  meeting  is  not 
to  render  the  re-appointment  of  Elders  necessary. 

But  when  a  Monthly  meeting  is  divided,  should  there 
not  be  a  sufficient  number  of  Ministers  and  Elders  to 
compose  a  Select  meeting,  within  each  of  those  Monthly 
meetings,  the  members  in  both  shall  continue  to  com¬ 
pose  one  Preparative  meeting,  until  the  number  shall 
be  sufficient  to  compose  two. 

When  any  Friend  has  frequently  appeared  in  our 
religious  meetings  as  a  Minister,  and  the  Preparative 
meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  apprehends  that  it  is 
seasonable  the  subject  should  claim  the  attention  of  the 
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Monthly  meeting  for  discipline,  of  which  the  person  is 
a  member,  the  Select  Preparative  and  Quarterly  meet¬ 
ings  shall  proceed  as  in  the  case  of  appointing  Elders; 
and  until  the  approbation  of  the  Monthly  meeting  is 
obtained,  no  such  Friend  is  to  be  received  as  a  Minis¬ 
ter,  nor  permitted  to  sit  in  the  meetings  of  Ministers 
and  Elders,  nor  allowed  to  travel  abroad  as  a  Minister. 

When  the  public  appearances  of  a  Friend  in  the  min¬ 
ister  have  been  approved  and  recorded  by  a  Monthly 
meeting,  an  account  thereof  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Quarterly,  and  from  thence  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

When  any  approved  Minister  apprehends  it  to  be  a 
duty  to  travel  in  the  service  of  truth,  beyond  the  limits 
of  their  Quarterly  meeting,  he  or  she  is  to  open  their 
concern  in  the  Monthly  meeting  both  of  men  and 
women  Friends,  to  which  they  belong,  and  obtain  a 
certificate  or  minute  (as  the  occasion  may  be)  of  their 
unity  and  concurrence,  directed  to  Friends  within  the 
parts  proposed  to  be  visited,  and  signed  by  the  clerks 
of  the  men’s  and  women’s  meeting  ;  and  it  is  required, 
that  when  the  service  is  accomplished,  the  said  meeting 
be  informed  thereof,  and  the  certificate  returned  with¬ 
out  unnecessary  delay. 

No  Minister  is  to  appoint  a  meeting  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  Quarterly  meeting  to  which  he  or  she  belongs, 
without  the  concurrence  of  their  respective  Monthly 
meetings.  And  if  a  Minister  is  concerned  to  appoint 
a  meeting  within  the  verge  of  the  Quarter,  if  to  wait 
for  the  approbation  of  the  Monthly  meeting  appears  to 
interfere  with  the  proper  time  for  appointing  such  meet¬ 
ing,  the  united  sense  of  the  Elders  of  the  Monthly  meet¬ 
ing  of  which  he  or  she  is  a  member,  or  of  those  of  the 
Monthly  meeting  within  the  compass  of  which  such 
appointment  is  proposed,  may  be  accepted  as  sufficient 
privilege. 

When  any  Minister  is  religiously  concerned  to  make 
a  general  visit  to  the  meetings  of  Friends,  either  within 
or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  has 
obtained  a  certificate  for  that  purpose  from  the  Monthly 
meeting  of  which  he  or  she  is  a  member,  the  certificate 
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must  also  be  laid  before  the  respective  Quarterly  meet-  i 
ing  ;  and  if  the  concern  is  concurred  in,  an  endorse-  jt 
ment  must  be  entered  upon  the  certificate,  and  signed  ji 
by  the  clerks  of  the  men’s  and  women’s  meetings. 

The  Ministers  and  Elders  of  each  Monthly  meeting  | 
are  required  to  meet  once  in  three  months,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  Monthly  meeting  may  direct,  in 
the  capacity  of  a  Preparative  meeting  of  Ministers 
and  Elders  :  when,  after  a  time  of  solid  retirement,  the 
Queries  addressed  to  such  meetings  are  to  be  read  and  1 
considered,  and  distinct  answers  made  to  them  in  wri¬ 
ting,  which,  when  signed  by  the  clerk,  are  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  ensuing  Quarterly  meeting  of  Ministers 
and  Eiders,  by  two  or  more  Friends  to  be  mentioned 
in  the  report,  as  representatives;  here  also,  if,  in  the 
course  of  inquiry,  any  deficiency  has  appeared,  care 
should  be  taken  that  it  be  remedied. 

And  in  the  Quarterly  meetings  the  same  queries  are 
also  to  be  read,  together  with  the  answers  which  are 
brought  from  their  Preparative  meetings.  In  these  meet¬ 
ings  the  state  of  the  members  is  to  be  weightily  consid¬ 
ered,  that  where  occasion  requires  it,  advice  and  coun¬ 
sel  may  be  seasonably  extended;  and  once  in  the  year, 
those  answers  comprised  in  a  written  report,  and  signed 
by  the  clerk,  are  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  by  four  or  more  Friends 
appointed  as  representatives.  In  this  meeting  the  que¬ 
ries  are  also  to  be  read,  with  the  answers  from  the  sev¬ 
eral  Quarters,  and  the  state  of  this  part  of  the  Society 
being  collected  and  considered,  advices  adapted  thereto, 
may,  if  requisite,  be  issued  to  the  subordinate  Select 
meetings.  Here  all  such  Ministers  as  apprehend  they 
are  required  to  go  in  truth’s  service  beyond  sea,  after 
obtaining  a  certificate  of  the  concurrence  of  the 
Monthly  meeting,  endorsed  by  the  respective  Quarter, 
are  to  communicate  their  prospects  of  duty  relative 
thereto,  and  produce  the  said  certificates  ;  and  if  upon 
solid  consideration,  the  same  are  united  with  by  the 
said  meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  a  certificate 
thereof,  signed  by  the  clerk,  should  be  granted. 
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None  of  the  said  meetings  of  Ministers  and  Elders 
are  in  any  wise  to  interfere  with  the  business  of  any 
meeting  for  discipline  ;  nor  is  the  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Ministers  and  Elders  to  suffer  its  adjournments  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  sittings  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  dis¬ 
cipline. 

If  any  acknowledged  member  of  our  meetings  of 
Ministers  and  Elders  shall  at  any  time  be  thought,  by 
negligence,  unfaithfulness,  or  otherwise,  to  have  lost 
his  or  her  service  in  that  station,  so  as  to  become  bur- 
thensome,  and  the  subject  of  uneasiness,  (yet  not  so  as 
to  be  under  the  care  of  a  meeting  of  discipline  on  that 
account,  or  for  misconduct)  it  is  advised,  that  a  timely 
and  tender  care  be  extended  to  such  person,  according 
i  to  gospel  order  ;  first  by  the  individuals  concerned,  and 
then  by  the  Preparative  meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders 
to  which  he  or  she  may  belong  ;  should  these  labors 
prove  unavailing,  report  of  the  case  should  be  made 
by  that  meeting  to  the  Quarterly  meeting  of  Ministers 
and  Elders,  where  a  few  Friends  should  be  deputed  to 
assist  the  said  Preparative  meeting,  in  a  further  exten¬ 
sion  of  labor  with  the  party  :  if  this  also  prove  una¬ 
vailing,  and  on  report  thereof  to  the  said  Quarterly 
meeting,  it  appears  that  the  said  Preparative  meeting 
has  fully  discharged  its  duty  to  the  individual,  the  case 
should  then  be  transmitted  to  the  Monthly  meeting  for 
discipline  of  which  the  party  is  a  member,  and  left 
under  its  care,  and  he  or  she  ought  from  that  time  to 
refrain  from  attending  any  such  meetings,  until  they 
shall  be  again  recommended  or  appointed,  as  at  first. 

While  we  esteem  the  gospel  of  Christ  exceedingly 
precious,  and  love,  as  the  Holy  Spirit  gives  us  ability, 
its  true  ministers  and  messengers,  and  could  desire  to 
see  it  everywhere,  preached,  believed  and  obeyed,  we 
think  great  care  is  called  for,  that  none  should  go  forth 
as  such,  before  they  are  anointed,  qualified,  and  rightly 
sent ;  and  those  who  do  go,  should  seek,  with  much 
prayer,  that  the  door  of  their  lips  may  be  suitably 
guarded,  and  their  conduct  and  conversation  chastened, 
in  all  their  social  and  more  private  intercourse ;  and 
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that  their  public  communications  may  carry  with  them, 
an  evidence  of  authority  which  would  be  convincing  to 
the  hearers,  encouraging  to  the  true  hearted,  and] 
arousing  to  the  negligent  and  unbelieving;  and  by^ 
dwelling  thus  low  and  carefully,  they  might  be  preser-j 
ved  from  extending  their  discourses  to  an  unsavory, 
length.  | 

We  further  advise  all  Monthly  meetings;  to  take 
great  care  in  giving  Certificates  to  those  who  travel,; 
to  prevent  the  uneasiness  which  sometimes  falls  on  the  , 
church,  from  a  weak  and  unskilful  ministry:  and  let 
the  Elders,  when  they  see  occasion,  advise  Ministers  to 
be  very  prudent  in  their  conduct,  not  as  busy-bodies, 
nor  meddling  with  family  or  personal  affairs,  in  which 
they  are  not  concerned  or  required  to  be  assisting ; , 
and  to  be  very  tender  of  one  another’s  reputation,  and 
that  of  Friends  among  whom  they  travel,  neither  giv¬ 
ing  ear  to,  nor  spreading  reports  tending  to  raise  in 
the  minds  of  others,  a  lessening  or  disesteem  of  any 
of  the  brotherhood  ;  and  as  soon  as  their  serivice  in 
the  ministry  is  over,  to  return  to  their  habitations,  and 
there  take  a  reasonable  and  prudent  care  of  their  own 
business,  household,  and  family. — (1731.) 

MODERATION  AND  TEMPERANCE.  ] 

It  is  a  consideration  claiming  our  serious  regard,  t 
that  our  worthy  ancestors,  having  their  views  directed 
toward  an  enduring  inheritance,  and  their  affections  j 
established  upon  things  above,  sought  not  after  the  i 
splendor  of  this  world.  In  minds  thus  bent  upon  seek-  j 
ing  a  more  glorious  inheritance  than  temporals  can  ; 
afford,  the  love  of  the  world  had  but  little  influence  ; 
they  were  conspicuous  examples  of  temperance  and 
moderation.  A  defection  from  this  simplicity  of  heart 
and  heavenly  mindedness,  leading  into  the  inordinate 
love  and  pursuit  of  the  things  of  this  world,  hath  pre¬ 
vailed  with  too  many  amongst  us,  and  produced  the 
fruits  of  pride  and  ambition.  These  have  introduced 
many  imaginary  wants  from  which  our  ancestors  were 
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1  ^reserved  by  their  simplicity.  To  satisfy  these  wants, 
|  some  have  been  excited  to  enter  into  a  larger  extension 
*  )f  trade  and  commerce  than  they  had  stock  and  ability 
;o  conduct.  Vain  ambition,  and  an  emulation  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  truth,  have  led  many  into  extravagant 
expenses.  Reduced  by  these  means  in  their  circum¬ 
stances,  yet  unwilling  to  lessen  their  appearance  in 
:he  world,  some  have  resorted  to  indirect  methods  to 
procure  a  temporary  support,  which  have  too  frequently 
3nded  in  failures  and  bankruptcies. 

Whilst,  therefore,  we  hold  it  to  be  an  indubitable 
truth,  that  Moderation  and  Temperance  are  inseparable 
from  the  Christian  religion,  we  affectionately  beseech 
our  members  to  abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil  in 
[•elation  thereto.  And  particularly  as  respects  the  use 
of  intoxicating  liquors  of  every  description.  Is  it  not 
affectingly  to  be  observed,  that  a  baneful  excess  in 
drinking  spirituous  liquors,  is  prevalent  amongst  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  our  land  ?  How  evident  are  the 
corrupting,  debasing,  and  ruinous  effects  consequent 
upon  the  importation,  distillation  and  retailing  of  them, 
whereby  intemperance  is  greatly  aided  and  encouraged, 
to  the  impoverishment  of  many,  distempering  the  con¬ 
stitutions  and  understandings  of  many  more,  and  in¬ 
creasing  vice  and  dissoluteness  in  the  land — with  which 
many  religiously  attentive  minds  have  long  been  pain¬ 
fully  exercised  ! 

It  is  the  fervent  desire  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that 
Friends  in  all  quarters  may  be  earnestly  excited  to  suf¬ 
fer  the  affecting  importance  of  this  evil,  religiously  to 
impress  their  minds,  and  that  Monthly  meetings  may 
labor  in  the  spirit  of  love  and  tenderness  with  those 
who  use  ardent  spirits  as  an  article  of  drink  in  harvest, 
or  on  other  occasions,  the  medical  and  mechanical  use 
only  excepted,  and  also  with  those  who  sell  or  grind 
grain  for  distillation,  or  furnish  fruit  or  other  materials 
for  that  purpose  ;  and  also  such  as  aid  the  business  by 
furnishing  vessels  to  prepare  or  hold  such  liquors,  or 
are  concerned  in  conveying  it  to  or  from  market,  or 
vend,  or  in  any  wise  aid  the  commerce  of  that  article. 
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And  if  such  labor  prove  ineffectual  to  reclaim  from  the 
practice  or  encouragementof  so  desolating  an  evil,  and 
after  the  hope  of  gaining  such  by  brotherly  treatment 
is  over,  Monthly  meetings  may  proceed  to  disown  them. 

OATHS. 

Our  testimony  against  the  imposition  of  Oaths  is 
founded  upon  the  following  express  and  positive  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Author  of  the  Christian  religion,  viz  : — 
“Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said  by  them  of  old 
time,  thou  shalt  not  forswear  thyself,  but  shalt  per¬ 
form  unto  the  Lord  thine  oath  ;  but  1  say  unto  you, 
Swear  not  at  all ;  neither  by  heaven,  for  it  is  God’s 
throne ;  nor  by  the  earth,  for  it  is  his  footstool  ;  neither 
by  Jerusalem,  for  it  is  the  city  of  the  great  King; 
neither  shalt  thou  swear  by  thy  head,  because  thou 
canst  not  make  one  hair  white  or  black;  but  let  your 
communication  be  yea,  yea ;  nay,  nay  ;  for  whatsoever 
is  more  than  these,  cometh  of  evil.”  (Mat.  v.  33  to  37.) 

This  testimony  we  also  find  was  clearly  held  up,  and 
emphatically  enjoined,  by  the  apostle  James,  upon  his 
Christian  brethren — “But  above  all  things,  my  breth¬ 
ren,”  says  he,  “  swear  not;  neither  by  heaven,  neither 
by  the  earth,  neither  by  any  other  oath  :  but  let  your 
yea,  be  yea  ,  and  your  nay,  nay  ;  lest  ye  fall  into  con¬ 
demnation.” — (Jas.  v.  12.) 

Believing,  therefore,  as  we  do,  that  no  argument  can 
invalidate  a  prohibition  thus  clear  and  positive,  we  are 
bound  religiously  to  regard  it ;  and  whilst  we  feel  grat¬ 
itude  to  our  rulers  for  the  continuance  of  that  indul¬ 
gence,  by  which  our  Affirmation  is  accepted,  let  us 
evince  our  sincerity  in  relation  to  this  testimony,  by 
faithfully  maintaining  it. 

And  when  any  of  our  members,  either  in  courts  or 
elsewhere,  violate  it,  either  by  taking  or  administering 
Oaths,  Monthly  meetings  are  desired  to  extend  bro¬ 
therly  labor  towards  them  ;  and  if  they  cannot  be  pre- 
vafied  upon  to  give  the  necessary  satisfaction,  to  tes¬ 
tify  their  disunity  with  them. 
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We  also  believe  that  a  proper  regard  to  the  obliga- 
l  tions  of  this  testimony,  would  lead  our  members  to  pro¬ 
cure  such  persons  as  witnesses  to  instruments  of  writ¬ 
ing  rendering  them  necessary,  as  will  attest  them  by 
Affirmation. 


OVERSEERS. 

It  is  the  recommendation  and  desire  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  as  productive  of  very  beneficial  consequences 
,  to  Society,  that  in  every  Monthly  meeting,  a  proper 
number  of  faithful  and  judicious  men  and  women 
,  Friends,  belonging  to  each  of  the  particular  or  Prepar¬ 
ative  meetings,  be  appointed  to  the  station  of  Overseers 
1  within  the  same  ;  whose  duty  it  is  to  exercise  a  vigi- 
;  lant  and  tender  care  over  their  fellow  members  ;  that 
if  any  thing  repugnant  to  the  harmony  and  good  order 
of  the  Society  appears  amongst  them,  it  maybe  timely 
attended  to.  And  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  all 
i  unnecessary  and  premature  complaints  to  meetings  of 
business,  it  is  advised,  that  if  any  member  shall  have 
;  cause  of  complaint  against  another,  it  be  mentioned  to 
the  Overseers  ;  who  are  to  see  that  the  party  com- 
■  plained  of  has  been  treated  with,  according  to  gospel 
order,  previously  to  the  case  being  reported  to  the  Pre¬ 
parative  or  Monthly  meeting.  And  should  complaints 
be  made  to  the  Overseers,  or  other  judicious  Friends, 
against  any  of  our  members,  by  persons  who  have  not 
a  right  of  membership  with  us,  the  complaint  ought  not 
to  be  slighted  or  rejected  because  the  complainant  is 
not  a  member,  but  such  care  should  be  extended  in  the 
case,  as  may  evince  that  our  object  is  the  equal  and 
impartial  administration  of  justice,  without  respect  to 
persons.  And  it  is  desired,  that  in  dealing  with  any, 
it  be  done  in  the  spirit  of  meekness  and  love,  patiently 
endeavoring  to  instruct  and  advise  them  ;  which,  if  in¬ 
effectual,  the  Preparative  meeting  should  be  informed 
thereof ;  that,  if  needful,  the  case  may  be  laid  before 
the  Monthly  meeting  ;  of  which  notice  should  be  given 
to  the  party,  when  it  can  be  conveniently  done. 
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It  is  further  recommended  to  our  Monthly  meetings,! 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  at  least  once  in  three; 
years,  or  as  much  oftener  as  the  occasion  may  require,! 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  changing  the  Overseers,  and 
bringing  forward  to  the  improvement  of  their  gifts 
other  Friends,  on  whom  a  concern  for  the  welfare  of 
the  Society  rests.  And  we  tenderly  exhort  all  our  mem¬ 
bers,  who  may  be  rightly  called  into  this,  or  any  other 
service  of  the  church,  not  hastily  to  excuse  themselves 
therefrom,  but  solidly  to  consider  the  weighty  advice 
of  the  apostle: — “Feed  the  flock  of  God,  which  is 
“  among  you  ;  taking  the  oversight  thereof,  not  by  con- 
“  straint,  but  willingly  ;  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but  of  a 
“  ready  mind  ;  neither  as  being  lords  over  God’s  heri- 
“  tage,  but  being  ensamples  to  the  flock  :  and  when  the 
“  chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  ye  shall  receive  a  crown 
“  of  glory,  that  fadeth  not  away.”  (1  Pet.  v.  2,  3,  4.) 

PARENTS  AND  CHILDREN. 

As  next  to  our  own  souls,  our  offspring  are  the  very.) 
immediate  objects  of  our  care  and  concern,  we  entreat 
all  who  are  parents  and  governors  of  families,  that  they 
lay  to  heart  the  great  and  lasting  importance  to  the 
youth,  of  a  religious  education.  This  would  lead  them 
to  be  solicitous,  that  their  tender  and  susceptible  minds 
may  be  impressed  with  virtuous  principles,  and  a  just 
sense  of  the  Divine  Being,  his  wisdom,  goodness,  power,  ; 
and  omnipresence.  They  would  be  concerned  to  im¬ 
press  them  with  just  sentiments  in  relation  to  the  van¬ 
ity  and  fallacy  of  transitory  enjoyments,  directing  them 
to  seek  after  that  solid  peace  and  serenity  of  mind  at¬ 
tendant  upon  true  religion,  as  the  pearl  of  great  price. 

The  importance  of  an  early  instruction  in  the  law  of 
God,  is  set  forth  with  peculiar  strength,  clearness,  and 
solemnity,  in  Deut.  vi.  4  to  9.  —  “  Hear,  O  Irael,  the 
“  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord,  and  thou  shalt  love  the 
“  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
soul,  and  with  all  thy  might.  And  these  words  which 
“  1  command  thee  this  day  shall  be  in  thy  heart,  and 
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“  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children, 
“  and  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thy 
“house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  and 
“  when  thou  best  down,  and  wrhen  thou  risest  up.” 

It  is  requisite  also  that  restraint  be  added  to  instruc¬ 
tion,  it  being  much  easier,  as  well  as  more  prudent,  to 
exercise  it  upon  the  first  appearances  of  an  inclination 
to  dangerous  or  hurtful  liberties,  than  afterward ;  for 
where  Children,  through  the  prevalence  of  fond  affec¬ 
tion,  have  been  accustomed  to  improper  indulgences, 
when  they  are  grown  to  such  a  dangerous  degree  of 
ripeness,  that  the  exertion  of  authority  hath  become 
absolutely  necessary,  the  strength  of  their  passions  so 
habituated,  hath  often  proved  unconquerable,  or  very 
difficult  to  overcome;  to  the  great  hurt  of  the  unhappy 
youth,  and  the  unspeakable  grief  of  the  imprudently 
indulgent  Parents. 

We  know  that  virtue  does  not  descend  by  lineal  suc¬ 
cession,  nor  piety  by  inheritance  ;  yet  we  trust,  that 
the  Almighty  graciously  regards  the  sincere  endeavors 
.  of  those  Parents,  whose  early  and  unremitting  care  is 
over  their  offspring  for  good.  Be  ye,  therefore,  exam¬ 
ples  to  them  in  your  meetings,  your  families  and  em¬ 
ployments.-  Keep  them,  while  young,  out  of  the  vain 
fashions,  the  corrupt  customs,  and  unprofitable  con¬ 
versation  of  the  world ;  laboring  to  convince  their 
young  and  tender  minds,  of  the  propriety  of  restraint, 
when  necessary  ;  exhorting  them  in  meekness,  and 
commanding  in  wisdom.  And,  as  they  advance  in  age, 
guard  them  against  the  reading  of  plays,  romances, 
and  other  licentious  publications,  of  a  nature  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  the  promotion  of  Christianity  ;  likewise  against 
public  pastimes  and  pernicious  diversions  ;  all  which 
have  a  tendency  to  draw  the  incautious  mind  from  a 
sense  of  religious  duty,  to  bring  it  into  a  state  of  alien¬ 
ation  from  the  divine  life,  and  to  deprive  it  of  that 
inexpressible  comfort  and  delight  attendant  upon  the 
daily  exercise  of  religion  and  virtue. 

In  much  love  to  the  rising  generation,  we  exhort  them 
to  avoid  the  many  vanities  and  eilsttarihg  corruptions 
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to  which  they  are  exposed.  Bear  in  mind,  dear  youth,,  n 
that  -‘the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wis¬ 
dom.'1  Take  advice  of  godly  Parents,  guardians,  and 
friends  :  ever  remembering  that  Children  ought  to  obey! 
their  parents  in  the  Lord,  and  that  disobedience  therein 
is  a  breach  of  the  moral  law.  and  is  always  offensive 
in  the  divine  sight. 

With  tender  solicitude  we  press  it  upon  you — dee 
from  every  thine  which  mav  have  a  tendency  to  de- 
spoil  your  innocence,  and  to  render  your  minds  less  • 
receptive  of  that  holy  influence  which  your  enlight¬ 
ened  judgment  demonstrates  to  be  truth.  We  beseech 
you.  attend  to  this  heavenly  instructer.  and  dutifully 
yield  to  the  correspondent  tender  advice  of  your  friends. 
Shrink  no:  from  tne  cross  of  Christ,  in  your  dress,  lan¬ 
guage.  or  manners,  but  through  a  subjection  of  your 
wills  to  the  divine  will  ;  in  these,  and  all  other  respects, 
walk  answerably  to  the  purity  of  our  profession,  and 
the  simplicity  and  spirituality  of  our  worship  ;  so  may 
you  be  instructive  examples  to  serious  inquirers  after 
rruth  :  and  not  of  tuose.  who  under  a  profession  thereof, 
are  preferring  their  own  evil  ways,  and  turning  others; 
aside  from  the  footsteps  of  its  followers. 

W  nen  the  piou^  exercise  of  parental  care  and  au-1 
tLor.ty  is  disregarded,  and  any  of  our  youth  departing 
from  that  simplicity  corresponding  with  our  profession, 
do  obstinately  ran  into,  and  copy  after  the  vain  and 
extravagant  fashions  of  the  world,  in  their  dress  and  ad¬ 
dress.  and  do  also  expose  themselves  to  the  corrupting 
influence  oi  evil  companions,  and  a  consequent  irresr- 
ularity  ot  conduct,  sucl  ougnt  to  be  timelv  and  tenderly 
expostulated  with,  to  convince  them  of  the  dan  serous 
Tendency  of  their  conduct :  and  if  they  cannot  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  amend  their  ways,  they  ought  to  be  treat- 
.  t^ieir  respective  Preparative  or  Monthly] 
meetings,  as  in  other  cases  of  offense  :  and  if.  after  due 
labor  and  torbearance.  they  prove  irreclaimable,  they 
should  be  testified  against. 

And  u  any  Parents  in  membership  with  us.  willingly 
their  Luuiren.  or  youth  under  tneir  care,  in 
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such  extravagance  and  excess  as  are  here  pointed  out, 
d  and  persist  in  vindicating  their  conduct,  they  ought,  in 
like  manner,  to  be  treated  with  and  disowned. 

it  is  the  desire  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  Friends 
may  bring  up  the  youth  under  their  care,  to  habits  of 
:  industry,  placing  them  with  sober  and  exemplary  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Society  for  instruction,  in  such  occupations 
:  as  are  consistent  with  our  religious  principles  and  tes- 
timqnies  ;  so  that  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  they  may  be  pre- 
i  served  in  a  becoming  conduct  and  demeanor.  Also, 
that  those  whose  circumstances  may  furnish  them  with 
ability  for  instructing  in  useful  and  suitable  employ¬ 
ments,  the  children  of  members  who  are  in  situations 
less  affluent,  may  receive  them  into  their  families  upon 
terms  so  moderate  and  equitable,  as  to  remove  every 
plausible  reason  for  placing  them  with  those  not  in 
.  membership  with  us. 

PLAINNESS  IN  DRESS  AND  ADDRESS. 

Upon  the  first  of  these  subjects,  our  principle  is,  to 
let  decency,  simplicity,  and  utility,  be  our  principal 
motives;  and  not  to  conform  to  the  vain  and  change¬ 
able  fashions  of  the  world,  though  we  may  occasion¬ 
ally  adopt  alterations  which  appear  convenient  or 
useful.  This  is  a  principle,  the  propriety  of  which  we 
apprehend  no  serious  Christian  will  deny ;  and  whilst 
in  ages  of  pride  and  extravagance  in  dress,  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  this  rule  may  make  us  appear  singular  ;  yet,  in 
relation  to  us,  this  singularity  is  not  without  its  use. 
It  is  in  some  respects  like  a  hedge  about  us;  which, 
though  it  does  not  make  the  ground  it  encloses  rich 
and  fruitful,  yet  it  frequently  prevents  those  intrusions, 
by  which  the  labor  of  the  husbandman  is  injured  or 
destroyed. 

The  conduct  which  our  Society  has  adopted  in  this 
respect,  is  supported  by  many  passages  in  holy  writ. 
“  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world  ;  but  be  ye  trans¬ 
formed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind,”  was  the  advice 
of  the  apostle  to  the  Christians  who  dwelt  at  the  seat 
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of  Roman  grandeur  and  luxury.  And  again,  in  rela-  hi 
tion  to  the  female  sex,  “I  will,”  says  he,  “  that  women  Is 
‘£  adorn  themselves  in  modest  apparel,  with  shame-  a 
“  facedness  and  sobriety ;  not  with  broidered  hair,  or 
“  gold,  or  pearls,  or  costly  array  ;  but,  "which  becometh  (3 
“  women  professing  godliness,  with  good  works  i; 
plainly  showing  that  such  adornings  are  contrary  to  s 
the  profession  of  godliness.  The  apostle  Peter  also  is  t 
very  full  in  his  exhortations  upon  this  subject :  “Whose  s 
adorning,”  saith  he,  “  let  it  not  be  that  outward  adorn-  u 
ing  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and  of  wearing  of  gold,  or  of  r 
putting  on  of  apparel ;  but  let  it  be  the  hidden  man  of  i 
the  heart,  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible,  even  the  j 
ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  is  in  the  s 
sight  of  God  of  great  price.  For  after  this  manner  in  u 
old  time,  the  holy  women  also,  who  trusted  in  God,  I 
adorned  themselves.”  (1  Pet.  iii.  3,  4,  5.) 

It  is,  however,  highly  important  to  us,  to  maintain 
more  than  the  form  of  godliness,  and  whilst  we  avoid 
a  conformity  to  this  world,  to  be  careful  to  seek  after 
that  divine  power  which  will  enable  us  to  fulfil  the 
other  part  of  the  exhortation  :  “  Be  ye  transformed  by 
the  renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is 
that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God.”  : 
(Rom.  xii.  2.)  Thus,  having  our  minds  and  conduct  i 
rightly  regulated,  we  shall  fulfil  another  important 
apostolic  injunction  :  “  Let  not  your  good  be  evil  spo¬ 
ken  of.” 

In  our  Address,  also,  we  are  bound  to  differ  from 
the  world  in  several  respects ;  such  as  our  using  the 
singular  number  in  speaking  to  a  single  person ;  our 
disuse  of  the  apellation  of  Master,  Mistress,  &c.  in  a 
complimentary  manner,  to  those  who  do  not  stand  in 
these  relations  to  us,  and  our  calling  the  months, 
and  daj^s  of  the  week,  by  their  numerical  names,  in¬ 
stead  of  those  which  are  derived  from  the  heathen 
deities,  &c.  From  these,  and  other  erroneous  and  cor-  i 
rupt  practices,  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  in  which  we  profess 
to  believe,  as  guiding  into  all  truth,  led  our  predeces¬ 
sors  in  religious  profession,  and  we  believe,  still  leads 
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us  as  we  follow  it.  Our  conduct  in  these  respects  is 
supported  by  the  practices  mentioned  in  holy  writ, 
as  well  as  by  the  simplicity  and  reasonableness  of  it. 

The  origin  of  applying  the  plural  number  to  an  in¬ 
dividual,  and  of  complimentary  titles  to  one  another, 
is  to  be  traced  to  vanity  and  pride.  Besides  this  con¬ 
sideration,  our  practice  of  using  the  singular  number 
to  a  single  person,  is  both  more  correct  and  more  per¬ 
spicuous,  to  say  nothing  of  its  consistency  with  the  form 
of  sound  words  as  recommended  by  Paul  to  Timothy. 
This  is  also  the  case  with  respect  to  our  names  of  days 
and  months  ;  nevertheless  it  is  not  by  reason  and  pro¬ 
priety  alone,  that  our  conduct  in  these  things  may  be 
supported.  Religion,  if  an  attention  to  the  practice 
and  precepts  recorded  in  the  Scriptures,  has  a  claim  to 
that  name,  also  justifies  our  conduct.  It  was  no  doubt 
in  allusion  to  the  complimentary,  and  not  to  the  proper 
use  of  the  appellations  of  Rabbi,  Father,  and  Master, 
that  our  Lord  prohibited  the  practice  amongst  his  fol¬ 
lowers.  Speaking  of  the  disposition  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  he  says,  “  they  love  the  uppermost  rooms  at 
“  feasts,  and  the  chief  seats  in  the  synagogues,  and 
“  greetings  in  the  markets  ;  and  to  be  called  of  men 
“  Rabbi,  Rabbi.  But  be  not  ye  called  Rabbi,  for  one 
“  is  your  master  even  Christ,  and  all  ye  are  brethren. 

I  c'  And  call  no  man  your  father  upon  the  earth ;  for  one 
“  is  your  father,  which  is  in  heaven.  Neither  be  ye 
“  called  masters  ;  for  one  is  your  master,  even  Christ.” 
(Matt,  xxiii.  6  to  10.)  The  following  expressions  of 
Elihu,  a  pious  young  man,  mentioned  in  the  book  of 
Job,  are  also  applicable  :  “  Let,  me  not,  I  pray  you,  ac- 
“  cept  any  man’s  person  ;  neither  let  me  give  flattering 
“  titles  unto  man.  For  I  know  not  to  give  flattering 
“  titles,  in  so  doing  my  Maker  would  soon  take  me 
“  away.”  (Job  xxxii.  21.) 

Also,  to  give  the  names  of  heathen  deities,  &c.  to 
days  and  months,  we  apprehend  is  not  only  inconsistent 
with  the  “  form  of  sound  words,”  just  mentioned  ;  but 
is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  injunction  given  to  the 
Israelites,  as  a  preservative  from  contaminating  them- 
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selves  with  idolatry.  “  In  all  things  that  I  have  said  j 
“unto  you,  be  circumspect;  and  make  no  mention  ofj 
“  the  names  of  other  gods  ;  neither  let  it  be  heard  out 
“  of  thy  mouth.”  When  the  reformation  of  the  Jews 
was  foretold  by  the  prophets,  these  amongst  other 
things  were  stated  as  a  part  :  “  I  will  take  the  names 

“  of  Baalim  out  of  her  mouth  :  I  will  turn  to  the  people 
“  a  pure  language  ;  and  I  will  cut  off  the  names  of  the 
“  idols  out  of  the  land,  and  they  shall  no  more  be  re- 
“  membered.” 

From  religious  scruples  also,  we  cannot  bow  the 
body  and  take  off  the  hat  in  order  to  express  our  res¬ 
pect  to  man.  The  reason  for  this  is,  that  it  is  a  token 
of  reverence  enjoined  and  used  in  our  solemn  ap¬ 
proaches  to  the  Supreme  Being,  when  exercising  the 
religious  duties  of  preaching  or  prayer.  On  this  ac¬ 
count,  and  not  from  any  disrespect,  we  think  it  right 
not  to  confound  this  solemn  act  of  reverence  to  the 
Almighty,  with  the  marks  of  respect  to  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures.  True  civility,  and  due  respect,  may  be  better  ; 
shown  by  conduct  than  by  compliment ;  and  we  are 
far  from  desiring  to  dismiss  those  social  duties  from  our 
attention  and  regard  in  our  salutations. 

We,  therefore,  tenderly  exhort  all,  seriously  to  con¬ 
sider  the  plainness  and  simplicity  which  the  gospel  en¬ 
joins,  and  to  manifest  it  in  their  habit,  speech  and  de¬ 
portment.  A  declension  herein,  we  fear,  is  attended 
with  hurtful  consequences,  in  opening  the  way  of  some 
of  our  youth  more  easily  and  unobservedly,  to  attend 
places  of  public  resort,  for  the  exercise  of  sports,  plays, 
and  other  pernicious  diversions,  from  which  truth 
taught  our  ancestors,  and  still  teaches  us,  to  refrain. 

We  also  tenderly  advise,  that  Friends  take  heed,  es¬ 
pecially  those  who  should  be  exemplary  to  those  under 
their  care,  that  they  exercise  plainness  of  speech, 
without  respect  of  persons,  in  all  their  converse  among 
men  ;  and  not  balk  their  testimony  by  a  cowardly  com¬ 
pliance,  varying  their  language  according  to  their  com¬ 
pany  ;  a  practice  of  very  ill  example,  rendering  those 
who  use  it  contemptible,  and  to  be  looked  upon  as  a 
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kind  of  hypocrites,  even  by  those  with  whom  they  so 
comply.  This  seems  to  be  cautioned  against  by  the 
apostle,  when  he  advises  Timothy  that  “  the  deacons 
“  be  grave,  and  not  double-tongued;”  plainly  import¬ 
ing,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  gravity  of  the 
gospel. 

POOR. 

As  mercy,  compassion,  and  charity,  are  eminently 
required  by  the  Gospel,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  that  the  cases  of  our  members  who  are  in  in¬ 
digent  circumstances  be  duly  inspected,  in  order  that 
advice  and  relief  may  be  seasonably  extended,  and 
assistance  afforded  them,  in  such  business  as  they 
are  capable  of.  To  defray  the  expenses  which  their 
support  and  the  education  of  their  children  will  neces¬ 
sarily  occasion,  it  is  recommended  to  each  Monthly  and 
Preparative  meeting  of  men  and  women  Friends,  to  be 
open-hearted,  and  liberal  in  subscriptions,  for  raising 
and  continuing  funds  for  these  purposes.  And  in  the 
exercises  of  this  benevolent  care,  it  is  desired  that  we 
may  always  guard  against  unnessarily  exposing  the 
names  or  situation  of  our  fellow-members.  Such  also 
who  need  pecuniary  aid,  ought  to  accept  the  deliber¬ 
ate  advice  of  their  friends,  and  manifest  a  becoming 
disposition  to  conform  to  their  solid  judgment;  remem¬ 
bering,  that  it  is  said,  “  In  the  multitude  of  counsellors 
“  there  is  safety.”  (Prov.  xi.  14.) 

Where  there  is  an  obstinate  refusal  to  conform  to 
such  advice,  committees  are  to  be  governed  in  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  intended  liberality,  by  a  prudent  dis¬ 
cretion. 

Women’s  Monthly  meetings  are  to  inspect  and  re¬ 
lieve  the  wants  of  the  poor  of  their  own  sex  ;  and 
where  their  own  funds  are  insufficient,  they  are  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  Men’s  meeting  for  their  aid,  and  for  their 
concurrence,  as  cases  shall  require. 
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PRIESTS'  WAGES,  OR  HIRELING  MINISTRY. 

Let  us  keep  in  remembrance  this  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciple  of  our  profession,  that  it  is  under  the  immediate 
teaching  and  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  all  ac¬ 
ceptable  worship  is  performed,  and  all  Gospel  Ministry 
supplied ;  that  this  pure  and  powerful  influence,  in 
vessels  sanctified  and  prepared  by  the  Divine  hand,  is 
the  essential  qualification  to  that  work.  The  gift,! 
therefore,  being  divine,  the  service  is  freely  and  faith¬ 
fully  to  be  discharged,  without  any  view  to  reward 
from  man,  agreeably  to  the  express  command  of  Christ, 
our  head  and  high-priest,  “Freely  ye  have  received, 
“  freely  give.”  (Matt.  x.  8.) 

And  where  any  of  our  members  are  so  regardless 
of  this  testimony,  as  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  an 
Plireling  Ministry,  and  vindicate  such  conduct,  they 
ought  to  be  tenderly  labored  with,  to  convince  them  of 
their  error;  but  if  this  prove  ineffectual,  and  they  per¬ 
sist  in  their  unfaithfulness,  the  Monthly  meetings  to 
which  they  belong,  should  proceed  to  declare  our  dis¬ 
unity  with  them — such  conduct  being  opposed  to  our 
testimony  for  the  Free  Ministry  of  the  Gospel,  which  is 
“  without  money  and  without  price.” 


QUERIES. 

In  order  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  may  be  clearly  in¬ 
formed  of  the  State  of  Society,  the  following  Queries 
are  directed  to  the  subordinate  meetings :  and  in  de¬ 
siring  answers  to  them,  the  design  of  the  Yearly  Meet-' 
ing  is,  not  only  to  be  informed  of  the  due  observance 
of  the  several  branches  of  our  Christian  testimony ;  but 
also,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  our  members,  a  profit¬ 
able  individual  examination  of  themselves  how  far  they 
act  consistently  with  their  religious  profession  ;  and 
also  to  excite  elders,  overseers,  and  other  concerned 
Friends,  to  discharge  their  duty  faithfully,  in  adminis¬ 
tering  counsel  and  admonition  when  necessary. 
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It  is  concluded  that  the  following  eight  Queries  be 
read,  deliberately  considered,  and  answered,  in  each 
Preparative  and  Monthly  meeting,  once  in  the  year,  in 
order  to  convey  an  explicit  account,  in  writing,  to  the 
Quarterly  meetings,  next  preceding  the  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing  ;  and  from  thence,  an  account  is  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Also,  that  the  first,  second,  and  eighth  of  these  Que¬ 
ries  be  read,  and  considered,  and  explicit  written  an- 
'  swers  be  prepared  for  them  in  the  two  Quarterly  meet¬ 
ings  preceding  the  one  before  mentioned,  and  also  the 
Preparative  and  Monthly  meetings  which  report  thereto. 
But  none  of  the  Queries  are  to  be  read,  or  answered, 

1  in  those  Quarterly  meetings  for  discipline  which  im- 
,  mediately  succeed  the  Yearly  Meeting,  nor  in  the  Pre¬ 
parative  or  Monthly  meetings  which  report  to  those 
'  Quarters. 

And  further,  it  is  not  obligatory  on  meetings  to  read 
any  other  of  the  Queries  than  such  as  are  to  be  an¬ 
swered  :  nor  is  the  reading  and  answering  of  them  en¬ 
joined  on  any  Preparative  meeting,  where  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  and  the  Monthly  meetings  are  the  same. 

First  Query. — Are  all  the  meetings  for  worship  and 
discipline  attended  ?  Do  Friends  avoid  unbecoming 
behavior  therein?  And  is  the  hour  of  meeting  ob¬ 
served? 

Second. — Are  Friends  preserved  in  Christian  love  one 
toward  another?  Are  tale  bearing  and  detraction  dis¬ 
couraged?  And  when  differences  arise,  are  endeavors 
used  speedily  to  end  them  ? 

Third.- — Do  Friends  endeavor,  by  example  and  pre¬ 
cept,  to  educate  their  children,  and  those  under  their 
care,  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  in 
plainness  of  speech,  deportment,  and  apparel?  Do 
they  guard  them  against  reading  pernicious  books,  and 
from  corrupt  conversation?  And  are  they  encouraged 
to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures  diligently  ? 

Fourth. — Are  Friends  clear  of  importing,  vending, 
listilling,  and  the  unnecessary  use  of  all  intoxicating 
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liquors?  And  attending  circus-shows  and  other  places  of  ; 
diversion  ?  And  do  they  observe  moderation  andtem-  ! 
perance  on  all  occasions  ? 

Fifth. — Are  the  necessities  of  the  poor,  and  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  those  who  may  appear  likely  to  require 
aid,  inspected  and  relieved  ?  Are  they  advised  and  as¬ 
sisted  in  such  employments  as  they  are  capable  of;  and 
is  due  care  taken  to  promote  the  school-education  of 
their  children  ? 

Sixth. — Do  Friends  maintain  a  testimony  against 
priests’  and  ministers’  wages  ?  Against  Slavery ;  oaths; 
bearing  arms,  and  all  military  services;  trading  in 
goods  taken  in  war  ;  and  against  lotteries  ? 

Seventh. — Are  Friends  careful  to  live  within  the 
bounds  of  their  circumstances,  and  to  avoid  involving 
themselves  in  business  beyond  their  ability  to  manage; 
or  in  hazardous  or  speculative  trade  ?  Are  they  just 
in  their  dealings,  and  punctual  in  complying  with  their 
contracts  and  engagements;  and  in  paying  their  debts 
seasonably  ?  And  where  any  give  reasonable  grounds 
for  fear  in  these  respects,  is  due  care  extended  to  them. 

Eighth. — Is  care  taken  to  deal  with  offenders  season¬ 
ably  and  impartially,  and  to  endeavor  to  evince  to 
those  who  will  not  be  reclaimed,  the  spirit  of  meek¬ 
ness  and  love,  before  judgment  is  placed  upon  them? 

It  is  also  required  that  the  following  Queries  be  read 
and  answered  once  in  the  year,  in  each  Monthly  and 
Quarterly  meeting,  and  a  written  report  thereof 
forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  by  the  respective 
Quarters. 


ANNUAL  QUERIES. 

First  Query. — What  new  meeting  settled  ? 

Second  Query. — Are  schools  encouraged  for  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  our  youth,  uuder  the  tuition  of  teachers  in 
membership  with  us?  And  is  each  family  of  Friends 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  ? 
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Third  Query. — Are  the  Queries,  addressed  to  the 
Quarterly,  Monthly,  and  Preparative  meetings,  read 
and  answered  therein,  as  directed  ? 

GENERAL  ADVICES. 

It  is  further  directed,  that  in  the  Preparative  and 
Monthly  meetings,  in  which  all  the  foregoing  Queries 
are  read  and  answered,  the  following  Advices  may 
also  be  read,  with  a  suitable  pause  between  them,  as 
a  means  of  exciting  those  present  to  a  consideration, 
whether  there  is  any  occasion  for  an  extension  of  care  in 
these  respects,  in  relation  either  to  themselves  or  others. 

FRIENDS  ARE  ADVISED 

To  observe  due  moderation  in  the  furniture  of  their 
houses,  and  to  avoid  superfluity  in  their  manner  of 
living. 

To  attend  to  the  limitations  of  truth  in  their  tempo¬ 
ral  business. 

To  be  careful  to  make  a  profitable  and  religious  use 
of  those  portions  of  time  on  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
which  are  not  occupied  by  our  meetings  for  worship. 

To  be  careful  to  place  their  children  amongst 
Friends  ;  preferring  those  whose  care  and  example  will 
be  most  likely  to  conduce  to  their  preservation. 

To  inspect  the  state  of  their  temporal  affairs  once 
in  the  year,  and  make  their  Wills  whilst  in  health. 

To  apply  for  Certificates,  when  about  to  remove,  and 
to  pay  proper  attention  to  those  coming  from  other 
places,  who  appear  as  Friends,  without  producing  Cer¬ 
tificates. 

And  it  is  advised,  that  when  occasions  of  uneasiness 
appear  in  any,  such  may  be  treated  with  in  privacy, 
and  with  tenderness,  before  the  matter  be  communi- 
;  cated  to  another ;  thus,  the  hands  of  those  concerned 
in  the  further  exercise  of  the  Discipline,  will  not  be 
weakened  by  a  consciousness  on  their  part,  of  a  de¬ 
parture  from  the  true  order  of  the  gospel. 
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It  is  further  recommended  that  all  our  meetings  for 
business  be  kept  select,  and  that  Friends  endeavor  to  ! 
manage  the  affairs  of  Society  in  the  spirit  of  meekness 
and  wisdom;  with  decency,  forbearance,  and  love  to 
each  other ;  laboring  to  maintain  the  “  unity  of  the 
spirit,  in  the  bond  of  peace.” 

QUERIES  foe  MEETINGS  of  MINISTERS  and  ELDERS. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  requires,  that  of  the  following 
four  Queries,  formed  for  the  use  of  the  Meetings  of 
Ministers  and  Elders,  the  first  three  be  read,  and  dis¬ 
tinctly  answered  in  writing,  three  times  in  the  year, 
by  each  Preparative  meeting  of  that  kind,  to  its  res¬ 
pective  Quarterly  meeting:  and  that  all  the  said  four 
Queries  shall  be  in  like  manner  read  and  answered,  by 
the  Preparatives  to  their  Quarterly  meetings  next  pre¬ 
ceding  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders ; 
in  order  that  the  Quarterly  meetings  may  be  enabled  I 
to  transmit  a  clear  and  distinct  statement  of  those 
answers  to  that  meeting 

QUERIES  FOR  MINISTERS  AND  ELDERS.  J 

i 

I.  Are  ministers  and  elders  diligent  in  their  attend¬ 
ance  of  Meetings  for  Worship  and  Discipline  season¬ 
ably  ;  and  do  they  encourage  their  families  to  that 
religious  duty,  by  taking  them  with  them  as  circum¬ 
stances  will  admit  ? 

II.  Are  ministers,  in  the  exercise  of  their  gifts,  care¬ 
ful  to  wait  for  divine  ability  ?  and  are  they  sound  in 
word  and  doctrine  ? 

III.  Are  ministers  and  elders  in  unity  one  with 
another,  and  with  the  meetings  to  which  they  belong? 
manifesting  a  religious  concern  for  the  advancement 
of  truth,  and  the  support  of  our  Discipline  ? 

IV.  Are  ministers  and  elders  good  examples  in  up¬ 
rightness,  temperance,  and  moderation ;  and  careful  to 
train  up  their  families  in  plainness  of  dress,  and  sim¬ 
plicity  of  manners,  becoming  our  religious  profession? 
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ADVICES  TO  MINISTERS  AND  ELDERS. 

It  is  also  desired  that  the  following  Advices  be  delib¬ 
erately  read  in  each  subordinate  Select  meeting,  at 
least  once  in  the  year  : 

Let  all,  in  their  testimonies,  be  cautious  of  using 
unnecessary  preambles,  and  of  asserting  too  positively 
a  divine  impulse ;  the  baptizing  power  of  truth  accom¬ 
panying  their  words,  being  the  true  evidence. 

Let  all  read  the  Holy  Scriptures  diligently,  and  be 
careful  neither  to  misquote,  nor  misapply  them. 

Let  ministers  be  careful  how  they  enter  upon  dis¬ 
puted  points  in  their  testimony  ;  or  of  making  such 
objections  as  they  do  not  clearly  answer. 

Let  all  be  cautious  of  interrupting  the  solemnity  of 
meetings  by  unnecessary  additions  towards  the  con¬ 
clusion. 

Let  ministers  avoid  all  unbecoming  tones,  sounds, 
gestures,  and  all  affectation ;  these  not  being  agree¬ 
able  to  Christian  gravity.  Let  them  be  careful  when 
they  travel  in  the  service  of  truth,  not  to  make  their 
visits  burthensome,  or  the  Gospel  chargeable. 

And  lastly,  let  all  dwell  in  that  which  gives  ability 
to  labor  successfully  in  the  church  of  Christ,  adorning 
the  doctrine  they  deliver  to  others,  being  examples  of 
the  believers,  in  word,  in  conversation,  in  charity,  in 
spirit,  in  faith,  and  in  purity. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  very  important  subject  of  the  education  of  our 
youth,  in  piety  and  virtue,  and  giving  them  useful 
learning,  under  the  tuition  of  religious,  prudent  per¬ 
sons;  having  for  many  years  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  advices  having,  from  time 
to  time  been  issued  thereon  to  the  several  subordinate 
meetings,  it  is  renewedly  desired,  that  Quarterly, 
Monthly,  and  Preparative  meetings,  may  be  excited 
to  proper  exertions  for  the  establishment  and  support 
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of  Schools  ;  there  being  but  little  doubt,  that  as  Friends 
are  united,  and  cherish  a  disposition  of  liberality  for 
the  assistance  of  each  other  in  this  interesting  work, 
they  will  be  enabled  to  make  such  provision  as  would 
encourage  well  qualified  persons  to  engage  in  this 
arduous  employment  :  for  want  of  which,  it  has  been 
observed,  that  children  have  been  committed  to  the 
care  of  transient  persons,  of  doubtful  character,  and 
sometimes  of  corrupt  minds ;  by  whose  example  and 
influence,  they  have  been  betrayed  into  principles  and 
habits  which  have  had  an  injurious  effect  on  them  in 
more  advanced  life. 

It  is  therefore  indispensably  incumbent  on  us,  to 
guard  against  this  danger,  and  procure  such  tutors,  of 
our  own  religious  persuasion,  as  are  not  only  capable 
of  instructing  them  in  useful  learning,  to  fit  them  for 
business  in  relation  to  temporal  concerns,  but  to  train 
them  up  in  the  knowledge  of  their  duty  to  God,  and 
one  towards  another. 

And  believing  it  important  that  the  minds  of  our 
children  should,  at  an  early  age,  be  stored  with  the 
truths  relating  to  life  and  salvation,  we  propose  that 
the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  should  form  a  part  of 
the  daily  exercises  of  our  Schools  ;  and  that  this  part 
of  the  order  proposed,  should  be  particularly  under  the 
care  and  direction  of  the  superintending  Committees , 
appointed  by  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  meetings. 
(1830.)  Each  scholar  that  attends  these  Schools,  whose 
progress  in  reading  is  sufficient,  should  be  supplied 
with  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures. 

SCRIPTURES  OF  THE  OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENTS. 

We  tenderly  and  earnestly  advise  and  exhort  ail 
parents  and  heads  of  families,  that  they  endeavor  to 
instruct  their  children  and  families  in  the  doctrines 
and  precepts  of  the  Christian  religion  as  contained  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  that  they  excite  them  to  the 
diligent  reading  of  those  excellent  writings,  which 
plainly  set  lorth  the  miraculous  conception,  birth,  holy 
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life,  wonderful  works,  blessed  example,  meritorous 
death,  and  glorious  resurrection,  ascension  and  media¬ 
tion  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  to  educate 
their  children  in  the  belief  of  these  important  truths, 
as  well  as  in  the  belief  of  the  inward  manifestation 
and  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  their  own  minds, 
that  they  may  reap  the  benefit  and  advantage  thereof, 
for  their  own  peace  and  everlasting  happiness  ;  which 
is  infinitely  preferable  to  all  other  considerations. 
(1732.) 

We  have  always  believed  that  the  Holy  Scriptures 
were  written  by  Divine  inspiration ;  that  they  are 
able  to  make  wise  unto  salvation  through  faith  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  :  for  as  holy  men  of  God  spake  as 
they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  they  are  therefore 
profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for 
instruction  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of  God  may 
be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works. 
But  as  we  freely  acknowledge  that  their  authority  does 
not  depend  upon  the  approbation  of  any  Church  or  As¬ 
sembly,  so  neither  can  we  subject  them  to  the  fallen 
corrupt  reason  of  man.  A  true  understanding  of  the 
divine  will,  and  spiritual  meaning  and  application  of 
Holy  Scripture,  cannot  be  discerned  by  the  natural, 
but  only  by  the  spiritual  man ;  it  is  therefore  by  the 
assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  they  are  read  with 
great  instruction  and  comfort. 

We  have  always  asserted  our  willingness,  that  all 
our  doctrines  and  practices  be  tried  by  them  ;  and  ad¬ 
mit  it  as  a  positive  maxim,  “  That  whatsoever  any 
do,  pretending  to  the  Spirit,  which  is  contrary  to  the 
Scriptures,  be  accounted  and  reckoned  a  delusion  of 
the  devil.” 

A  lively  concern  has  been  felt  that  parents  and  heads 
of  families  may  be  encouraged  to  the  daily  practice  of 
calling  their  families  together,  and  after  a  solemn 
pause,  let  a  portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  be  read ; 
and  as  our  minds  arc  humbly  turned  to  the  divine 
source  of  light  and  strength,  there  would  be  no  danger 
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of  the  practice  becoming  formal.  We  have  no  doubt 
that  this  practice  has  proved  a  blessing,  both  to  parents 
and  children,  where  they  have  taken  up  the  cross,  and 
been  faithful  therein. — (1828,  1S29.) 

We  are,  also,  concerned  to  recommend  a  more  fre¬ 
quent  use  of  the  Scriptures  in  our  Schools  ;  believing 
that  such  a  practice  would  have  a  tendency,  not  only 
to  advance  their  literary  improvements,  but  to  solem¬ 
nize  the  minds  of  our  tender  offspring,  and  make  im-  i 
pressions  on  them  which  would  be  likely  to  continue 
through  the  various  stages  of  life,  and  contribute,  in 
no  small  degree,  to  the  formation  of  sound  principles, 
and  to  their  preservation  in  the  ways  of  righteousness. 

Monthly  meetings  are  recommended  to  make  the 
necessary  inspection  to  ascertain  whether  each  family 
within  its  limits  is  provided  with  a  copy  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  ;  and  should  any  be  found  with¬ 
out  these  inestimable  writings,  that  they  be  directed 
to  procure  them  ;  and  to  those  in  indigent  circumstan¬ 
ces,  assistance  should  be  rendered, if  necessary.  (1828.) 

We  are  concerned  to  revive  the  former  advice  of 
this  meeting,  relative  to  the  daily  practice  of  reading 
the  Holy  Scriptures  in  families  properly  convened  for 
that  purpose.  We  are  aware  that  the  cross  may  be 
much  in  the  way  of  many  Friends  who  measurably 
see  the  necessity  of  a  compliance  with  this  duty.  Unto 
such  we  would  hold  out  the  language  of  encourage¬ 
ment,  and,  dear  friends,  whilst  we  are  concerned  to 
avoid  formality,  let  us  not  despise  or  neglect  the  beau- 
til  ul  order  which  truth  leads  into.  Where  parents  are 
united  in  this  solemu  duty  ;  where  they  fully  submit  to 
the  yoke  of  Christ,  they  will  experience  the  truth  of  his 

r^i!1  ^ec^ara^'on  :  u  My  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is 
light.  And  how  encouraging  is  the  remembrance  of 
some  foimerly,  who,  with  divine  approbation,  brought 
little  childien  to  Christ.  They  no  doubt  had  become, 
in  a  degree,  acquainted  with  the  Divine  Master,  and 
were  desiious  that  their  children  should  be  made  par¬ 
takers  of  his  blessing.  (1830,  1831,  1832,  1837,  &c.) 
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SLAVERY,  AND  THE  PEOPLE  OF  COLOR. 

As  a  religious  Society,  we  have  found  it  to  be  our 
indispensable  duty  to  declare  to  the  world  our  belief 
of  the  repugnancy  of  Slavery  to  the  Christian  religion. 
It  therefore  remains  to  be  our  continued  concern,  to 
prohibit  our  members  from  holding  in  bondage  our  fel¬ 
low  men.  And,  at  the  present  time,  we  apprehend  it 
to  be  incumbent  on  every  individual  deeply  to  consider 
his  own  particular  share  in  this  testimony.  The  slow 
progress  in  the  emancipation  of  this  part  of  the  human 
family,  we  lament ;  but  nevertheless  do  not  despair 
of  their  ultimate  enlargement.  And  we  desire  that 
Friendsmay  not  suffer  the  deplorable  condition  of  these, 
our  enslaved  fellow  beings,  to  lose  its  force  upon  their 
minds,  through  the  delay  which  the  opposition  of  in¬ 
terested  men  may  occasion  in  this  work  of  justice  and 
mercy  ;  but  rather  be  animated  to  consider,  that  the 
longer  the  opposition  remains,  the  greater  is  the  neces¬ 
sity,  on  the  side  of  righteousness  and  benevolence,  for 
our  steady  perseverance  in  pleading  their  cause. 

Let  us  also,  amidst  our  sympathy  for  the  sufferers, 
not  forget  to  cultivate  those  sensations,  which  direct 
the  mind  in  pity  towards  the  deplorable  state  of  such 
men,  whether  in  foreign  countries  or  our  own,  as  pro¬ 
mote,  procure,  and  execute,  the  tearing  away  of  the 
Africans  from  their  native  land,  as  well  as  for  those 
who  detain  them  in  bondage  ;  remembering  that  they 
are  men,  equally  interested  with  us  in  the  rewards  of 
futurity.  Believing,  therefore,  as  we  do,  that  a  just 
and  dreadful  retribution  awaits  the  unrepenting  and 
obdurate  oppressor,  at  that  awful  tribunal,  where  soph¬ 
istry  will  not  prevail  to  exculpate  ;  let  us  seek  for,  and 
cherish,  that  disposition  of  mind  which  can  pray  for 
these  enemies  of  humanity,  and  fervently  breathe  for 
their  restoration  to  soundness  of  judgment,  and  purity 
of  principle. 

In  relation  to  this  oppressed  people,  we  earnestly  de¬ 
sire,  that  such  of  them  as  may  be  under  the  care  of  any 
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of  our  members,  may  be  treated  with  kindness  ;  and  as  c 
objects  of  the  common  salvation  instructed  in  the  prin-  p 
ciples  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  well  as  in  such 
branches  of  school  learning  as  may  fit  them  to  become  j 
useful  members  of  civil  society.  Also,  that  Friends,  in  j. 
their  respective  neighborhoods,  advise  and  assist  them  | 
in  the  education  of  their  children,  and  common  worldly  f 
concerns.  i 

If  any  in  membership  with  us,  should  hire  slaves  to  , 
assist  them  in  their  business,  it  is  the  judgment  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  that  in  so  doing  such  promote  the  un¬ 
righteous  traffic,  and  oppose  our  testimony  against 
Slavery.  And  where  they  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to 
desist  therefrom,  Monthly  meetings  are  at  liberty  to  de¬ 
clare  their  disunity  with  them. 

If  any  of  our  members  should  purchase  slaves,  to  be 
liberated  after  a  term  of  years,  however  they  may  be 
induced  thereto  from  an  apparent  motive  of  contribu¬ 
ting  to  the  cause  of  humanity  ;  yet  it  is  the  judgment 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting  that  it  is  a  practice  which 
ought  to  be  discouraged ;  believing  that  upon  due  re¬ 
flection  it  will  be  found  that  those  do  not  support  a 
faithful  testimony  against  Slavery. 

We  believe  also,  that  a  proper  regard  to  this  testi¬ 
mony  would  lead  our  members  to  avoid  acting  as  ex¬ 
ecutors  or  administrators  to  estates  where  slaves  are 
bequeathed,  or  being  accessary  to  any  step  whereby 
their  bondage  may  be  prolonged. 

The  situation  of  those  People  of  Color  who  have 
been  held  as  Slaves,  by  any  of  us  or  our  predecessors, 
calls  for  our  serious  examination  and  inquiry,  how  far 
we  are  clear  of  withholding  from  them  what,  under 
such  an  exercise,  may  be  opened  to  our  view  as  their 
just  right ;  and  we  earnestly  and  affectionately  entreat 
those  in  particular,  who  have  released  any  of  them,  to 
attend  to  the  further  manifestations  of  duty.  Even  if 
no  such  obligations  to  this  people  existed  amongst  us, 
it  is  worthy  of  our  consideration,  whether  any  object 
of  beneficence  is  more  deserving  of  our  regard,  than 
that  of  training  up  their  youth  in  such  virtuous  prin- 
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ciples  and  habits  as  may  render  them  useful  and  res¬ 
pectable  members  of  the  community. 

And  further,  it  is  the  conclusion  of  the  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing,  that  if  any  of  our  members  are  concerned  in  im¬ 
porting,  selling,  or  purchasing ;  or  shall  give  away  or 
transfer,  any  slave,  with,  or  without  any  other  consid¬ 
eration  than  to  clear  their  estate  of  future  incumb¬ 
rance,  or  in  such  manner  that  their  bondage  is  contin¬ 
ued  beyond  the  time  limited  by  law  or  custom  for 
white  persons ;  and  also,  if  any  shall  accept  of  such 
gift  or  assignment,  or  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  such 
persons,  they  ought  to  be  speedily  treated  with  in  the 
spirit  of  love  and  wisdom,  in  order  to  convince  them 
of  the  iniquity  of  their  conduct ;  and  if,  after  Christian 
labor,  they  cannot  be  brought  to  such  a  sense  of  their 
injustice,  as  to  do  whatever  the  Monthly  meeting  shall 
judge  to  be  neccessary,  for  the  restoration  of  such 
slave  to  his  or  her  natural  and  just  liberty,  and  con¬ 
demn  their  deviation  from  the  law  of  righteousness 
and  equity,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  meeting, 
such  ought  to  be  disowned  as  other  transgressors  are, 
for  immoral,  unjust,  and  reproachful  conduct. 


STOCK. 

A  Stock  having  by  experience  been  found  useful  for 
the  occasions  of  the  Society,  and  particularly  in  the 
application  from  time  to  time,  by  our  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  it  is  desired  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that 
the  same  be  occasionally  renewed,  by  a  collection  from 
each  Quarter  ;  and  that  it  be  continued  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer,  appointed  by  the  meeting,  and  be 
subject  to  be  drawn  out  by  its  direction,  or  by  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  may  require. 

The  sums  which  may  be  thought  necessary,  are  to 
be  raised  by  each  Quarter,  in  the  proportions  which 
may  from  time  to  time,  be  ascertained  by  the  Yearly 
Meeting. 
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Women’s  meetings  are  also  to  have  a  Stock  of  their 
own  for  such  services  as  may  fall  more  properly  un¬ 
der  their  notice. 

TAVERNS,  PUBLIC  HOUSES,  AND  PLACES  OF  PUB-  : 

LIC  RESORT. 

.  ,  d 

It  is  the  concern  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  to  caution  1 
not  only  the  youth,  but  those  of  riper  age,  to  avoid  the  1 
frequenting  of  Taverns,  and  all  other  places  of  public  < 
resort,  without  lawful  and  necessary  business,  or  for  the  :] 
indulgence  of  idleness  and  conversation  ;  more  espe- 
cially  places  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  kept  for 
sale.  About  such  places,  the  unwary  are  liable  to  be 
exposed  to  evil  company,  and  uprofitable  conversation, 
or  be  betrayed  into  the  use  of  strong  liquors,  by 
which  many  have  been  corrupted,  both  in  principle 
and  practice,  to  the  ruin  of  themselves  and  their 
families.  And  if  any  be  in  danger  on  these  accounts, 
it  is  desired  that  they  may  be  timely  and  tenderly 
treated  with,  in  orderd  to  convince  them  thereof. 

Considering  the  snares  and  temptations  to  which 
those  are  exposed,  who  keep  houses  of  public  enter-  ■ 
tainment,  and  the  corrupting  influence  of  many  who  ! 
resort  to  them,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  1 
that  our  members  may  avoid  engaging  in  such  employ¬ 
ments  for  a  livelihood,  and  attend  to  the  pointing  of 
pure  wisdom  for  that  end. 

And  it  is  also  desired,  that  Friends  may  endeavor,  as 
far  as  their  influence  extends  in  the  community,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  unnecessary  increase  of  Taverns,  and  to  be 
cautious  af  signing  petitions  in  behalf  of  those  who  ■ 
may  apply  for  licenses  on  that  account,  especially  if 
intoxicating  liquors  are  to  be  kept  for  sale. 

TESTIMONIES  OF  DENIAL  AND  ACKNOWLEDG¬ 
MENT. 

It  is  the  judgment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  offen¬ 
ders,  whether  under  dealing,  or  disowned,  who  incline 
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to  make  acknowledgment  of  their  offenses,  shall  pre¬ 
pare  the  same  in  writing ;  which  ought  to  be  shown,  if 
under  dealing,  to  the  committee  appointed  in  their  case ; 
or  if  disowned,  to  the  Overseers.  And  if  the  purport 
is  judged  to  be  suitable  to  the  occasion,  the  party  may 
present  it  to  the  Monthly  meeting,  and  stay  till  it  is 
read:  and  after  time  given  for  a  solid  pause,  should  with¬ 
draw,  before  either  that,  or  any  other  business,  is  pro¬ 
ceeded  upon.  The  meeting  is  then  to  consider  the 
case,  and  appoint  two  or  more  Friends  to  inform  the 
party  of  the  result. 

In  all  cases  those  who  are  under  dealing  for  offen¬ 
ses,  and  who  offer  acknowledgments  to  Monthly  meet¬ 
ings  previous  to  disownment,  ought  to  particularize 
in  such  offerings,  the  matter  or  matters  charged  upon 
them. 

And  in  relation  to  applications  to  be  received  into 
membership,  from  those  who  have  been  disowned  ;  the 
ground  upon  which  they  ought  to  be  accepted  being  a 
belief  on  the  part  of  Monthly  meetings  of  their  sincer¬ 
ity  and  contrition  ;  when  this  is  apparent,  it  is  not  ex¬ 
pedient  to  oblige  such  to  recite  the  particular  miscon¬ 
duct  with  which  they  have  beeen  charged,  and  which 
has  been  specified  in  testimonies  of  denial  against 
them.  Nor  is  it  incumbent  on  Monthly  meetings  to  re¬ 
quire  acknowledgments  in  all  cases,  from  those  who 
have  been  disowned  ;  that  being  left  to  the  judgment 
and  discretion  of  the  Monthly  meeting  to  which  appli¬ 
cation  is  made. 

In  all  cases  when  a  Monthly  meeting  apprehends 
itself  under  a  necessity  to  disown  a  member,  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  such  member,  if  his 
or  her  situation  will  admit  of  it,  be  previously  inform¬ 
ed  thereof ;  and  when  a  Testimony  of  Disownment  is  is¬ 
sued  against  such  individual,  a  copy  thereof  should  be 
retained  on  the  minutes  of  the  Monthly  meeting,  and 
one  offered  to  the  party  testified  against. 

When  females  become  delinquents,  or  violate  the 
rules  of  our  Dicipline,  women  Friends  are  to  exercise 
a  proper  care  in  the  case,  according  to  the  general 
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order  of  the  Society,  until  their  Monthly  meeting  be-  s 
comes  satisfied  that  the  offenders  should  be  disowned 
and  in  order  that  the  men’s  and  women’s  meetings  may  [ 
act  in  unity  and  equality,  as  to  receiving  and  disown-  t 
ing  members,  it  is  directed  that  when  either  meeting  |‘ 
shall  have  come  to  a  judgment  to  disown  a  member,  1 
the  other  shall  be  consulted,  and  they  may  appoint 
joint  committees  in  the  case,  if  they  should  be  most  I 
easy  to  do  so,  before  a  Testimony  of  Disownment  is  is-  i 
sued.  And  when  a  Testimonial  is  adopted  in  one  meet¬ 
ing,  it  should  be  sent  to  the  other  for  concurrence  and 
signing. 

When  a  disowned  person  removes  without  the  verge 
of  the  Monthly  meeting,  of  which  he  or  she  has  been 
a  member,  and  becomes  concerned  to  be  again  united  | 
to  the  Society,  such  person  may  make  application  to 
the  Monthly  meeting  within  the  compass  of  which  he 
or  she  resides,  giving  information  of  their  disownment, 
and  by  what  Monthly  meeting :  the  particular  occasion 
of  disownment  such  Monthly  meeting  is  not  enjoined 
to  require.  But  if,  upon  noticing  the  application,  the  j 
Monthly  meeting  believes  in  the  sincerity  of  such  in¬ 
dividual,  and  finds  nothing  to  prevent  amongst  them,  i 
inquiry  must  be  made  of  the  Monthly  meeting  by 
which  the  applicant  has  been  disowned,  (provided  such 
Monthly  meeting  exist,)  concerning  its  consent  to  their 
reception  of  such  person,  and  after  information  there¬ 
from  that  nothing  appears  to  obstruct,  such  applicant 
may  be  by  them  received. 

TRADE. 

It  being  evident,  that  where  the  manifestations  and 
restraints  of  the  spirit  of  truth  are  duly  prized  and  re¬ 
garded,  it  leads  out  of  a  bondage  to  the  spirit  of  this 
world,  and  preserves  the  minds  of  its  followers  from 
many  fettering  and  disqualifying  entanglements  ;  and 
contrarywise,  that  an  inordinate  love  and  pursuit  of 
worldly  riches  olten  betrays  those  who  are  captivated 
by  them,  into  many  difficulties  and  dangers,  to  the 
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•  great  obstruction  of  the  work  of  truth  in  the  heart; 

;  we  affectionately  desire  that  the  counsel  and  gracious 
promise  of  our  blessed  Redeemer  to  his  followers,  may 
be  borne  in  remembrance  by  us,  “  Seek  ye  first  the 
“  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteusness,  and  all  these 
,  “  shall  be  added  unto  you.” 

The  Yearly  Meeting  being  earnestly  concerned  that 
the  service  of  our  religious  Society  may  not  be  ob¬ 
structed,  or  its  reputation  dishonored,  by  any  impru¬ 
dence  of  its  members  in  their  wordly  engagements, 
recommends  to  all,  that  they  be  careful  not  to  venture 
upon  business  they  do  not  understand  ;  nor  to  launch 
into  trade  beyond  their  abilities,  and  at  the  risk  of 
others  :  but  that  they  bound  their  engagements  by  their 
means  :  and  when  they  enter  into  contracts,  or  agree¬ 
ments,  whether  written  or  by  words,  that  they  endea¬ 
vor,  on  all  occasions,  strictly  to  fulfil  them,  that  no 
occasion  of  reproach  may  be  given  to  truth,  and  the 
Society. 

We  particularly  exhort,  that  none  engage  in  any 
such  concerns  as  depend  on  the  deceptive  probabili¬ 
ties  of  hazardous  enterprises  ;  but  rather  content  them¬ 
selves  with  such  a  plain  and  moderate  way  of  living 
as  is  consistent  with  the  self-denying  principle  of  which 
we  make  profession,  whereby  many  disappointments 
and  grievous  perplexities  may  be  avoided,  and  that 
tranquillity  of  mind  obtained  which  is  inseparable  from 
the  right  enjoyment,  even  of  temporal  things.  And 
it  is  advised,  that,  when  any  amongst  us  err,  or  are  in 
danger  of  erring,  in  these  respects,  they  be  faithfully 
and  timely  admonished. 

It  is  further  recommended,  that  Friends  frequently 
inspect  the  state  of  their  affairs,  and  keep  their  ac¬ 
counts  so  clear  and  accurate,  that  they  may,  at  any 
time  easily  know  whether  they  live  within  the  bounds 
of  their  circumstances  or  not;  and,  in  cases  of  death, 
that  these  may  not  be  perplexing  to  survivors.  And 
whenever  any  find  that  they  have  no  more  property 
left  than  is  sufficient  to  discharge  their  just  debts,  and 
their  circumstances  becoming  worse,  it  is  advised  that 
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they  immediately  consult  with  some  judicious  Friends,  c 
and,  without  loss  of  time,  make  their  circumstances  s 
known  to  their  creditors,  carefully  avoiding  the  pay-ji 
ment  of  one  in  preference  to  another,  that  so  none  i 
may  be  injured,  nor  any  reproach  incurred  by  mis-  j] 
management.  If  any  should  proceed  in  trade  at  the  I 
hazard  of  the  means  of  others,  without  their  know-  i 
ledge  and  consent,  such  conduct  is  reprehensible  ;  and  l 
after  having  due  care  extended,  if  persisted  in,  a  tes- 
timony  should  be  borne  against  it  by  disowning  them. 

And  where  overseers,  or  other  concerned  Friends, 
have  reason  to  fear  that  any  person  or  family,  by  liv-  : 
ing  above  their  means,  or  from  a  want  of  punctuality 
in  fulfilling  their  contracts,  or  any  other  cause,  are  de¬ 
clining  in  their  circumstances,  and  likely  to  fail,  it  is 
recommended  that  such  be  seasonably  treated  with, 
and,  (if  it  appear  requisite)  advised  to  call  their  credi¬ 
tors  together  without  delay ;  and  if,  notwithstanding  . 
this  advice,  such  persons  still  persist,  and  run  into  em¬ 
barrassment,  to  the  loss  of  others,  and  to  their  own 
disreputation,  the  Preparative  or  Monthly  meeting  to 
which  they  belong,  ought  to  be  timely  informed  thereof, 
and  proceed  to  treat  with  them  according  to  our  Rules: 
when,  if  this  labor  also  prove  ineffectual,  a  testimony 
of  denial  may  be  issued  against  them. 

It  is  directed,  that  where  such  failures  occur,  and  the 
cases  are  under  the  care  of  Monthly  meetings,  that 
the  Friends  appointed  to  visit  the  parties,  inquire  of 
their  assignees,  or  trustees,  how  their  deficiencies  have 
happened,  and  report  accordingly.  And  it  is  the 
judgment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  neither  Monthly 
nor  other  meetings  should  receive  subscriptions,  dona¬ 
tions,  nor  bequests,  from  persons  so  circumstanced, 
until  they  have  paid  off  their  deficiencies,  or  are  vol¬ 
untarily  acquitted  thereof  by  their  creditors  :  for  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  though  in  such  cases,  the 
defaulter  may  have  been  legally  discharged,  the  pro¬ 
perty  he  may  afterwards  acquire  is  not  properly  his 
own,  till  he  has  fairly  paid  off  his  former  debts  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  creditors.  Wherefore,  we  further 
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direct,  that  if  any  such  person  or  persons,  on  being 
-suitably  reminded  of  their  duty  in  this  respect,  shall 
refuse  to  comply  therewith,  inquiry  be  made  into  the 
reason,  and  if  it  be  not  such  as  shall  satisfy  the 
Monthly  meetings  of  which  they  are  members,  and 
they  cannot  be  prevailed  with  ;  the  said  meetings,  after 
a  proper  time  of  labor  and  forbearance,  may  issue  a 
testimony  of  denial  against  them. 

We  also  desire,  that  when  Friends  accept  the  office 
of  assignee,  or  trustee,  they  be  active  in  collecting  the 
effects  of  the  estate,  and  punctual  and  speedy  in  mak¬ 
ing  distribution. 

We  also  caution  all  in  membership  with  us,  to  be 
careful  how  they  enter  into  joint  securities  with  others, 
under  the  specious  plea  of  rendering  acts  of  kindness; 
many,  by  so  doing,  having  been  suddenly  ruined,  and 
their  innocent  wives  and  children  reduced  to  deplorable 
circumstances.  “Be  not  thou,”  said  the  wise  man, 
“  one  of  them  that  strike  hands,  or  of  them  that  are 
;c  sureties  for  debts  :  if  thou  hast  nothing  to  pay,  why 
I :c  should  he  take  away  thy  bed  from  under  thee?  ” 

It  is  the  affectionate  desire  of  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
that  Friends  may  wait  for  divine  counsel  in  all  their  en¬ 
gagements,  and  not  suffer  their  minds  to  be  carried 
away  by  an  inordinate  desire  of  wordly  riches ;  re¬ 
membering  the  observation  of  the  Apostle  in  his  day, 
and  so  often  sorrowfully  verified  in  ours  ;  “  they  that 
will  be  rich,  fall  into  temptation,  and  a  snare,  and  into 
many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men  in 
destruction  and  perdition.  For  the  love  of  money  is 
the  root  of  all  evil :  which  some  having  coveted  after, 

Itiave  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves 
through  with  many  sorrows.”  (1  Tim.  vi.9.)  Even 
when  riches  to  any  extraordinary  degree  have  been 
amassed,  by  the  successful  industry  of  parents,  how 
cften  have  they  proved  like  wings  to  their  children, 
carrying  them  beyond  the  limitations  of  truth,  into  lib¬ 
erties  repugnant  to  our  religious  testimonies,  and  some¬ 
times  into  enterprises,  which  have  terminated  in  irre¬ 
parable  damage  to  their  temporal  affairs,  if  not  an 
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entire  forgetfulness  of  the  great  work  of  their  souls’ 
salvation. 

We  do  not  condemn  industry  ;  we  believe  it  to  be 
not  only  praise-worthy,  but  indispensable ;  it  is  the 
desire  of  great  things,  and  the  engrossment  of  the  time 
and  attention,  from  which  we  desire,  that  our  dear 
friends  may  be  preserved.  We  doubtless  owe  duties 
to  ourselves,  and  our  families,  but  do  we  not  owe  even 
ourselves  to  our  all-wise,  all-protecting  and  provident 
Creator  ? 


WAR. 

Believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel 
breathes  “  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men,”  it  is 
the  earnest  concern  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  that  Friends 
may  adhere  faithfully  to  our  ancient  testimony  against 
wars  and  fightings,  avoiding  to  unite  with  any  in  war¬ 
like  measures,  either  offensive  or  defensive  ;  that  by 
the  innocency  of  our  conduct,  we  may  convincingly  de¬ 
monstrate  ourselves  to  be  real  subjects  of  the  Messiah’s 
peaceful  reign,  and  be  instrumental  in  the  promotion 
thereof,  towards  its  desired  completion  ;  when,  accord¬ 
ing  to  ancient  prophecy,  “  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the 
“  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea  ; 
“  and  its  inhabitants  shall  learn  War  no  more.” 

In  relation  to  this  testimony,  it  is  our  judgment  that 
when  goods  have  been  distrained  from  any,  on  account 
of  a  refusal  to  pay  fines  for  non-performance  of  mili¬ 
tary  services,  and  the  officers  after  deducting  the  fines 
and  costs,  propose  to  return  the  remainder,  that  Friends 
should  maintain  their  testimony  by  suffering,  rather 
than  accept  such  overplus,  unless  the  same,  or  part  of 
it  is  returned,  without  a  change  of  the  species. 

That  furnishing  wagons,  or  other  means  for  convey¬ 
ing  of  military  stores,  is  a  military  service  :  and  the 
care  of  elders,  overseers,  and  faithful  Friends,  should 
be  extended,  in  Christian  tenderness  and  love,  to  such  as 
deviate  herein,  in  order  to  convince  them  of  their  error. 

And  that  a  tax  levied  for  the  purchasing  of  drums, 
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colors,  or  for  other  warlike  uses,  cannot  be  paid  consis- 
|  tently  with  our  Christian  testimony. 

It  is  the  fervent  concern  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  to 
recommend  to  the  deep  attention  of  all  our  members, 
that  they  be  religiously  guarded  against  approving  or 
showing  the  least  connivance  at  War,  either  by  attend¬ 
ing  at,  or  viewing  of  military  operations,  or  in  any¬ 
wise  encouraging  the  unstable,  deceitful  spirit  of  party, 
by  joining  with  political  devices  or  associations,  how¬ 
ever  speciously  disguised,  under  the  ensnaring  subtle¬ 
ties  commonly  attendant  thereon  ;  but  that  they  sin¬ 
cerely  labor  to  experience  a  settlement  on  the  alone 
sure  foundation  of  pure,  unchangeable  truth  ;  whereby, 
through  the  prevalence  of  unfeigned  Christian  love, 
and  good  will  to  men,  we  may  convincingly  demon¬ 
strate,  that  the  kingdom  we  seek  is  not  of  this  world ; 
but  a  kingdom  and  government,  whose  subjects  are 
free  indeed,  redeemed  from  those  captivating  lusts 
from  whence  come  wars  and  fightings. 

And  that  the  members  of  our  religious  Society  would 
carefully  avoid  engaging  in  any  trade  or  business  pro¬ 
motive  of  War,  sharing  or  partaking  of  the  spoils  of 
War,  by  purchasing  or  selling  prize-goods,  importing 
or  shipping  goods  in  armed  vessels,  paying  taxes  for 
the  express  purpose  of  War,  or  from  pecuniary  motives 
grinding  of  grain,  feeding  of  cattle,  or  disposing  of 
their  property,  for  the  use  of  the  army  ;  that  through 
a  close  attention  to  the  monitions  of  divine  grace,  and 
guarding  against  the  suppression  of  it,  either  in  them¬ 
selves  or  others,  they  may  be  preserved  in  a  conduct 
consistent  with  our  holy  profession,  and  from  wound- 

Iing  the  minds  or  increasing  the  sufferings  of  each 
other  ;  not  at  all  doubting  that  He  to  whom  apper¬ 
tains  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  who  is  wonderful  in 
working,  will  continue  to  carry  on  and  perfect  his 
blessed  cause  of  peace  on  the  earth.  A  due  attention 
to  this  concern  is  recommended  to  Quarterly,  Monthly, 
and  Preparative  meetings,  and  to  Friends  in  general ; 
it  being  the  judgment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  if 
any  of  our  members  do,  either  openly,  or  by  conni- 
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vance,  pay  any  fine,  penalty,  or  tax,  in  lieu  of  per¬ 
sonal  service  for  carrying  on  War,  or  allow  their  chil¬ 
dren,  apprentices,  or  servants,  who  are  members,  to 
act  therein,  or  are  concerned  in  arming  or  equipping 
vessels  with  guns,  or  deal  in  public  certificates  issued 
as  a  compensation  for  expenses  accrued,  or  services 
performed  in  War,  that  they  be  tenderly  treated  with, 
and  if  they  cannot  be  brought  to  an  acknowledgment 
of  their  error,  Monthly  meetings  are  authorized  to  dis¬ 
own  them. 

It  is  further  the  sense  and  judgment  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  our  religious  testi¬ 
mony  and  principle  for  any  Friend  to  pay  a  fine  or 
tax,  levied  on  account  of  their  refusal  to  muster  or  to 
serve  in  the  militia,  although  such  fine  or  imposition 
may  be  applied  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  civil 
government ;  and  where  deviations  in  this  respect 
occur,  tender  dealing  and  advice  should  be  extended 
to  the  party,  in  order  to  their  convincement  and  resto¬ 
ration  ;  and  if  this  prove  ineffectual,  Monthly  meetings 
should  proceed  to  disown  them. 

And  finally,  dear  Friends,  upon  the  calamitous  sub¬ 
ject  of  War,  you  are  not  ignorant  of  what  adorns  our 
profession.  Let  us  seek  Peace  and  pursue  it,  remem¬ 
bering  that  we  are  called  to  love.  Oh  !  that  the  small¬ 
est  germ  of  enmity  might  be  eradicated  from  our  inclo¬ 
sure  :  and  truly  there  is  a  soil  in  which  it  cannot  live  ; 
this  soil  is  Christian  humility.  May  we  therefore  be 
peaceable  ourselves,  in  words  and  actions,  seeking  for 
that  disposition,  in  which  we  can  pray  to  the  Father  of 
the  universe,  that  he  may  breathe  the  spirit  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  into  the  hearts  of  his  erring  and  contending 
creatures. 


WILLS. 

Knowing  how  quickly  many  are  removed  by  death, 
it  is  weightity  recommended  by  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
that  care  be  taken  by  each  Monthly  meeting,  that 
Friends  who  have  estates  to  dispose  of,  be  advised  to 
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make  their  Wills  in  time  of  health  and  strength  of  judg¬ 
ment,  and  therein  to  direct  their  substance  as  in  jus¬ 
tice  and  wisdom  may  be  to  their  satisfaction  and  peace; 
laying  aside  all  resentment,  though  occasion  may 
have  been  given,  lest  it  should  go  with  them  to  the 
grave ;  remembering  we  all  stand  in  need  of  mercy 
and  forgiveness.  Making  such  Wills  in  due  time  can 
shorten  no  one’s  days  ;  but  the  omission  or  delay  thereof 
to  a  time  of  sickness,  when  the  mind  should  not  be 
diverted  from  a  solemn  consideration  of  the  approach¬ 
ing  awful  period  of  life,  has  often  proved  very  inju¬ 
rious  to  many,  and  been  the  occasion  of  creating  dis¬ 
contents  and  animosities  in  families,  which  the  more 
seasonable  and  deliberate  performance  of  this  neces¬ 
sary  duty  might  have  prevented. 

We  also  recommend  to  Friends,  to  employ  persons 
of  competent  legal  knowledge,  to  write  their  Wills,  as 
great  inconvenience  and  injury  to  families  has  some¬ 
times  happened  through  the  unskilfulness  of  some  who 
have  taken  upon  them  to  write  Wills. 

We  further  desire  that  executors  and  trustees  con¬ 
cerned  in  Wills,  and  settlements, may  take  especial  care 
to  discharge  faithfully  their  respective  trusts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  intent  of  the  donors  and  testators  ;  and  that 
all  charitable  gifts,  legacies,  bequests  and  settlements 
of  estates,  by  Will  or  deed,  intended  and  given  for  the 
use  of  the  poor,  the  aged,  the  impotent,  or  for  the 
education  or  apprenticeships  of  the  children  of  poor 
Friends,  may  not  be  appropriated  or  converted  to  any 
other  uses  than  such  as  the  donors  or  testators  have 
directed.  A  violation  herein,  being  an  obvious  per¬ 
version  of  justice,  offenders  in  these  respects  should  be 
dealt  with;  and  unless  they  make  due  satisfaction  to 
the  injured  parties,  and  to  the  meeting  to  which  they 
belong,  should  be  disowned. 

YEARLY  MEETING. 

Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  was  set  off  from  the  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Ohio,  and  is  composed  of  Friends  in  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  and  in  the  western  parts 
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of  the  State  of  Ohio,  &c.  The  first  Yearly  Meeting 
in  Indiana  was  held  at  White  Water,  in  the  Tenth  I 
month,  1821.  It  is  now  established  to  be  held  at  White 
Water,  in  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  on  Fifth-day,  pre-  j 
ceding  the  first  First-day  in  the  Tenth  month  each  year, 
at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning.  A  meeting  for  wor-  j 
ship  to  be  held  on  Fourth-day  preceding,  at  eleven 
o’clock,  and  two  on  First-day  following,  one  at  ten  in 
the  morning,  and  the  other  at  three  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  is  held  j 
on  Third-day  preceding  the  Yearly  Meeting,  at  ten 
o’clock  in  the  morning. 

The  Representatives  from  the  Quarterly  meetings, 
both  men  and  women,  are  annually  to  choose  a  Clerk, 
and  an  assistant  or  assistants,  at  the  close  of  the  first  I 
sitting  of  the  Meeting  for  Discipline,  whose  names  are 
to  be  reported  at  the  opening  of  the  next  sitting. 

Representatives  having  the  care  of  the  Reports  from 
the  Quarterly  meeetings,  are  to  put  them  into  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  meeting  for  the  preceding 
year,  before  the  opening  of  the  meeting  for  Discipline, 
in  order  that  time  may  be  saved  to  the  meeting,  by  a 
previous  entry  of  the  names  of  Representatives.  No 
Representative  ought  to  withdraw  from  the  Yearly 
Meeting  before  it  ends,  without  leave  being  first  re¬ 
quested  and  granted. 

All  communications  directed  to  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
except  from  such  meetings  as  correspond  regularly 
therewith,  are  to  be  previously  perused  by  a  nomination 
of  Friends  for  the  purpose  ;  who  are  to  consider  and 
report,  whether  the  same  be  proper  to  be  read  in  the 
Yearly  Meeting. 

The  design  of  our  Annual  meetings,  in  their  first 
constitution,  being  in  order  to  a  general  oversight,  and 
care  of  the  Churches,  pertaining  to  our  Christian  com- . 
munion,  it  remains  to  be  our  fervent  desire,  that  good* 
order,  unity  and  concord  may  be  maintained  amongst 
us.  We  know  that  love  and  unity,  founded  upon  Chris¬ 
tian  principles,  are  promotive  of  truth  and  righteous¬ 
ness  amongst  ourselves,  and  we  believe  also,  that  when 
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conspicuous  in  us,  they  have  their  influence  upon  those 
around  us.  Under  these  considerations,  we  fervently 
desire,  and  humbly  hope,  that  He  who  hath  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  day,  preserved  us  a  people  highly  favored,  will  be 
graciously  pleased  still  to  animate  us  with  a  zealous 
concern,  that  love  and  good  will  may  predominate  in 
u&dndividually,  and  that  union,  peace,  and  concord, 
may  prevail  in  every  department  of  the  family.  And 
finally,  Friends,  collectively  and  individually,  may  all 
our  meetings  be  held  with  weight,  as  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  the  Head  of  the  church  ;  may  the  aged 
amongst  us  be  examples  of  every  Christian  virtue,  and 
evince  by  the  calmness  of  their  evening,  that  their  day 
has  been  blest :  May  the  middle  aged  not  faint  in  their 
stations  ;  but  together  with  their  elder  and  younger 
brethren,  firmly  support,  yea,  exalt  the  several  testimo¬ 
nies  which  we  are  called  to  maintain.  And,  Oh  !  may 
the  beloved  youth  bend  early  and  cheerfully,  under  the 
forming  power  of  truth ;  that  each,  standing  in  his 
allottment,  the  harmony  of  the  building  may  be  pre¬ 
served,  and  we  truly  grow  up  into  a  holy  temple  for 
the  Lord. 
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The  following  are  recommended  as  suitable  Forms  for  Certificates 
Removal  and  Testimonials  of  Disownment,  to  be  varied  according  to 
circumstances  : 


CERTIFICATE  OF  REMOVAL. 

To  M- - Monthly  meeting  of  Friends  : 

Dear  Friends, 

A  B,  and  C  bis  wife,  members  of  this  meeting,  having  re¬ 
moved  with  their  minor  children,  D,  E,  and  F,  and  settled 
within  the  limits  of  your  meeting,  request  has  been  made  for 
our  Certificate  of  their  right  of  membership.  This  is  there¬ 
fore  to  certify,  that  on  due  inquiry  respecting  their  conduct,  and 
the  proper  adjustment  of  their  outward  affairs,  no  obstruction 
appears  to  the  issuing  of  a  Certificate  in  their  behalf.  We 

therefore  recommend  them  to  you,  and  remain  in  love,  your 
friends. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  S -  Monthly 

Meeting  of  Friends,  held - month -  18 — . 

T  R 

Y  Y,  Correspondent.  R  T 


Cleric. 


TESTIMONIAL  OF  DISOWNMENT. 

A  B,  who  has  had  a  right  of  membership  in  the  Society  of 
Fiiends,  has  —  for  which  he  has  been  treated 

with  without  the  desired  effect we  therefore  disown  him  from 
being  a  member  with  us. 

Signed  in  and  by  direction  of - Monthly  meeting:  of 

Friends,  held - day  of -  18 _ . 

CD,  Cleric. 


